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MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 1950

I’Aq. JouR

Another Tragic Death

~ In the early 1500’s, Martha “Mother” Shipton, the
prophet, wrote,

“Carriages without horses shall go,

“And accidents fill the world with woe.”

Decatur has found this increasingly true. For the
third straight week a tragic death has marred the week-
end vacation. Others have been maimed and injured,

It is too late to correct these accidents. All of our sym-
pathy goes to the bereaved families. Everyone in the
are has been saddened by the loss of life and maiming
resulting from these vehicle crashes.

While it is too late to bring back the lives of those
already departed, and spothe the grief, worry, sorrow,
and heartsickness of those involved, it may not be too
late to prevent a fatal “accident” next week,

Notice that we wrote “accident”, That is what par-
ents, families, and newspapers call them. It is not what
the courts or the insurance companies call them. Tra-
gic as they are, the real tragedy is that almost every
traffic death could easily have been prevented. It is the
needlessness that is the real tragedy.

Most accidents result from some combination of the
big three — speed, drinking, and late hours. The inex-
perienced driver, the boy between 16 and 25 years of
age, is most likely to be involved. This is not a guess —
insurance figures, covering accidents in every state,
show it unmistakably.

If you ask the average “boy” in the 16-256 year age
#group if his sister or girl friend is a good driver, he
would. reply something like, “Gosh, no, she’s terrible.

s phe isn’t nearly as good a driver as I am — she can't
this, do that, etc.” >

That’s very true. A girl between 16 and 25 years of

" age doesn’t squeal the tires making.a turn, doesn’t
“stop on a dime”, doesn’t “out drag” all the speedsters,
or drive late at night, all over the county. She just
drives safely, not killing her friends who are riding
with her.

It’s interesting to note that insurance companies “bet”
against the boy every time. In Indiana during the nine
_years between 16 and 25 a boy pays, for just public
“liability and property damage coverage, $773.64; his
girl friend who ‘can’t drive” pays, during the same per-

 jod,$219.60. That's $554.04 less.

- ‘When young men begin to realize that they waste

- more than half a grand just showing off, killing them-

! selves and their friends by driving in a reckless man-

" ner, they will start saving some of that $554.04, as well

-ias a lot of personal grief, or grief to their friends and
“relatives.

7 Let's discuss, the rest of this week, some of the
¢things that we as adults can do to help reduce this use-
Jess slaughter of the youth of this country on the high-
way. If you have some ideas, why not write them in a
«letter to the editor?
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MAKING FRIENDS-—-Decked out in a miner’s out-
fit, U8, Vice President Richard M. Nixon visits
a mine at Degytarsk, Siberia. In the meantime,
Mrs. Nixon is entertained by a miner, Anatoli
Kalyagin and his wife. At top, right, the Vice
President stands atop a car and talks to workers
in the industrial town of Pervouralsk in the
Urals. Later. the Nixons returned to Moscow

o

where the Vice President delivered a radio an

TV address that climaxed the ten-day tour of
the Soviet Unign. At bottom, right, U.S. Secre-
tary of Defense Neil H. McElroy is shown as he
made a tour of the Soviet Exhibition at the Coli-
seum in New York. He is looking inside a model
of the Soviet atornic icebreaker Lenin. He said
show was evidence of “a great moving ahead.”
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Aug. 3, 1939—Miss Amelia F.
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20 Years Ago
Today
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Niblick, 76, member of a pioneer
Decatur family, died at the Adams
county memorial hospital following
a long illness.

A float of the Equity Dairy store
was badly damaged by fire soon
after the conclusion of the float
parade at the Decatur street fair.

Sen. Robert A. Taft, (R., Ohio,)
is the first to formally announce
his candidacy for the Republican
nomination for president.

The Adams countp council has
approved additional appropriations
of $12,916.50. . .
appropriations of $12,916.50.

COURT NEWS

Complaint Case
In the Universal C. I. T. Credit
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Co. vs Richard K. Eller, an affi-
davit for immediate possession is
the basis for the charge by the
plaintiff. A summons was order-
ed issued to the sheriff of Adams
county for the defendant, return-
able September 8.
Marriage Applications

Donald Patrick Teeple, 21, of
Decatur, and Theresa Rose Laur-
ent, 18, of Decatur.

Earl Branton, 27, of Mt. Gilead,
O., and Dorothy Eugenia Sutton,
26, of Mt. Gilead, O.

By ROBERTA LEE

Q. How should. a woman be
governed about rising from her
chair t& show respect to an older

0
Modern Etiquette \

A. In most cases, she should
rise for a woman who is more than
twice her own age. Much depends,
of course,. upon the ‘‘older wo-
man."” Older women who are try-
ing to appear very young might
resent any obvious show of defer-
ence.. Old-fashioned, comfortably
older women, on the other hand,
would probably like it very much.

Q. When a man finds it neces-
sary to introduce himself, does he
include the *‘Mr.” before his

name?

A. No; he usually says, “I am

Donald Forbes,”” or, ‘‘My name is |
Forbes,” unless he has the title of
“Doctor,” which is then prefixed |

to his name,

Q. Is it proper to place the el-
bows on the table while drinking
from a cup, holding it with the
fingers of both hands?

A. This is not considered the
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woman?

best of manners.

CHAPTER 15
ERTHA COOL'S friend, Ser-
geant Frank Sellers, was in
charge of the detail from Homi-
cide Squad that came up to the
Crockett apartment.

Frank Sellers had a certain
prudging respect for Bertha's
hard-boiled outlook on life, He'd
never been entirely certain about
me.

Sellers said, “Well, well, it's
none other than our pint-sized
friend, Donald Lam, the brainy
fugitive from a law school, Now,
what in blazes are you doing
here?”

#At the moment,” I said, “T've
finished calling police to report

& muirder, and I'm headed out for

the ‘office as soon as I've an-
swered the necessary questions.”

“Where's Crockett?” Sellers
asked augrily. ;

“Here's the key. He's behind
that door." You'll find some in-
teresting clues.”

“After you got through mess-
ing with them,” Sellers said.

He took the key and opened
the door.

He stood for a long time in
the doorway, then he motioned to
two ot the other mwen to come
and join him.

They stood there silemtly.

Sellers pointed to the feathered
dart that was stuck in the wood,
then pointed to the open window,
then down to the studio apart-
ment on the other side of the
light well. “Find out who has
that apartment down there,” he
said to one of the men. “Then
get the manager of the place and
we'll get a passkey and take a
look.”

“There’s no need for that,” Mrs.
Crockett said. “I happen to be
the one who occupies that apart-
ment.”

“What’s the idea of living up
here and having an apartment
down there?”

“That's my studio. It's where
I paint.”

Sellers turned to me. “How
long you been connected with
this. thing ?” he asked.

“Since three days ago,” I said.

“How come?”

“They gave a party. Crockett
had suffered losses at previous
gatherings, so he retained Bertha
to see that it wouldn’t happen
again.” »

“So he did, so he did,” Sellers
interrupted, grinning. “I remem-
ber reading about it in the paper.
And how did Bertha get along
with the guests?” .

“Wonderful.”

“How is the old gal?”

“Running true to form.”

, “Some babe,” he said enthusi-
astically. Then he added, by way

) by A.A. FAIR
I{Erle Stanley Gardner]

of explanation to one of his men,
“There’'s a gal who would just
as soon gouge your eye out as
break your arm. ... Okay, Lam,
you take these people back into
one of the other rooms. I'm go-
ing to leave it to you to see they
don’t touch anything that might

the body and look around. . , .
How does it happen the crime is
just being discovered? He's evi-
dently been dead for quite a
while.”

“] just came up here a few
minutes ago,” 1 said, “but I
understand he has this as a
gsecret den. He shut himself in
there when he wanted to be ab-
solutely undisturbed. It's a rule
of the house that no one dis-
turbs him for anything when he’s
in here.”

“How about meals?”

*You can see the canned goods
on the shelf, and 1 understand
there's a kitchenette adjoining
the place.”

“How far in did you go?”

#“Just as far as the doorway.”

“How about the others?”

“No farther. 1 turned every-
one back.”

“Okay,” he said. “Go in there
and sit down. I'll be out and
talk with you after we've looked
things over a bit. There'll be a
police photographer up here any
minute, a fingerprint man, and
a deputy coroner. Tell them
where we are. ... Any way of
getting up here except by going
through all that rigmarole at the
elevator?”

“That's it" I said, “at least

get up on some other section of
the roof and walk across.”

“Qkay, okay. Go on and keep
these people occupied. I'll look
around.”

We all went into the living
room and sat down. o

“] gave you a blowgun yester-
day evening, Mrs. Crockett,”
1 said. *“Where is it?”

“Why, right where you left it
down in my studio,” she said.
“Do you think they'll want it?”

“They’ll want it.”

*All right,” she said, in' a cas-
ual manner, “I'll go get it.”

“You'll stay right here,” I said.
*“Don't go down to that studio
until you go with Sellers.”

“Why not? It's my studio.”

“Sure, it is. However, being
suspicious is Sellers’ job. He'll
claim you were dashing down
there to conceal evidence or get
rid of something incriminating.”

“What do you mean, incrimi-
nating 7%

“] don't mean anything,” I
said. “Sellers will be the one to
explain that to you." * Ty

be evidence. We're going in with | sign

as far as I know, unless you can|put

b7 King Pestures Syndicate,

We were silent for a few seg-

onds. The rattle of the type-
writer from the office was nerve-
racking.
1 said to Melvin Otis Olney,
“It might be a good idea to tell
Wilbur Denton that the man he
was working for isn't going to
any more paychecks.”

Olney said, “You tell him.”

1 thought 1 saw a glance flash
between him and Phyllis Croc-
kett, so 1 simply sat down, lit a
cigarette and said, “After all, I
guess it isn't impertant. He'll
find it out soon, and probably
Sellers will want all those records
transcribed anyway.”

“Well, I'm going to have some
coffee,” Phyllis Crockett said.
“My stomach has butterflies.”

“I'll join you with some cof-
fee,” Olney said. “Let me make
¥t

“No, no, I'll make it.”

Olney smiled at me. “If you'll
excuse us, Lam,” he said, “I'll
help Mrs. Crockett with the cof-
fee. We'll be back in a minute.”

1 got up out of the chair and
said, “If you’ll both excuse me,
I'l help both of you with the
coffee.”

1 walked out in the kitchen
with them.

Phyllis Crockett got out an
electric coffee-making ocutfit. “We
don’t do cooking here,” she ex-
plained, “just coffee, and occa-
sionally we boil eggs and fry
bacon. But for the most part we
have food sent in or we eat out,
or if we're entertaining, we have
a caterer handle the job. ... How
about you, Mr, Lam? Shall we

name in the coffeepot 7"
ou don’t need to put my
name in,” [ said, “but you might
put Prank Sellers’ name in. He's
quite a coffee drinker.”

“] see no reason on our part
to wine and dine the police,” Ol-

ney said.

“Don’t wine ‘em and don't dine
‘em,” 1 said, “but if you coffee
them, you sometimes get them
in a more amiable mood. Sellers
likes coffee, and if his nose gets
the aroma .of the coffee but isn’t
offered any, he might not be so
co-operative.”

Olney tried to save face by
saying, "We don’t give a darn
whether he’s co-operative or not.”
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