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On Elections and Recall

Yesterday we discussed the meaning of Democracy
as a form of government by the people, and noted that

it included elections, initiative, referendums, recall, peti-
tions and many other ways of indicating the will of the

people.
In many states if a man is elected to office: and

proves to be something other than what the people de-

sire, they may, by petition, initiate his recall. This is

very democratic. After all, everyone recognizes that we

all, as human beings, make mistakes, or do things we

would like to correct. Petitions of recall are one method.

Another method is the regular scheduling of elec-

tions. In Great Britain, for example, the governhjent
may go for a number of years without an election if no

one grumbles. But if a vote of no confidence is given on

an important measure, an election is called. So elections
may be held quite often, or infrequently, depending on

the political situation. 1
In this country, elections of officials are regularly

scheduled by law or the constitution. This means that

if you do not like what a representative in the state leg-
islature, or a city councilman does, you can go out and

see that a man is nominated against him, and support
that candidate.

But there is also under the law a provision for a

special type of election—on the sale of a municipal util-

ity. This is mandatory under the law if 100 freeholders
and resident taxpayers request it, after a city ordinance

is passed authorizing a sale.

But no number of elections, even 1,000 of them,
would prevent another being held, as long as the city
owns a utility, and the city council desires to pass Rn

ordinance calling for the sale, and 100 freeholders and

legal taxpayers request an election. Just as, in a state

where recall is legal, unless it is limited by law, as many

petitions calling for recall can be circulated as there are

groups desiring it.

This is the true meaning of democracy. It means

that nothing we do is final—if the situation changes, and

conditions warrant it, we may change our mind. It is cer-

tainly not undemocratic to do so. It also means that if

the local plant were sold, and later on the people felt that

they were getting a raw deal, they could again begin a

democratic procedure under the law to get it back.

It is true that some people do sign petitions without

knowing what they sign. It is also true that some people
vote in elections without knowing the issues. We would

hesitate to make a survey and ask the voters what they
were actually voting on, although it was quite clear. Yet

how many people in Decatur still actually believe they

were voting on whether the city should produce power

or buy power! And the responsible leaders of both fac-

tions are thoroughly agreed on one thing—that power

cannot be produced any longer as cheaply as it can be

purchased. •

So, if there are 100 freeholders and resident taxpay-
ers who feel that the petition presented to the city coun-

cil does not indicate that the majority of people voting
would so vote in an election, and if the city council passes

an ordinance calling for the sale, they may sign a peti-
tion, and demand an election. And if anyone feels that

they can’t get a list of names together of people who

might feel that way, they can certainly refer to pages

303 through 306 of Book 24, the city council record, and

get the names from the two petitions signed the first

time. Those petitions contain, by the way, the names

of some who favored the sale as well as a number who

opposed it.
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Mldnlte
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The {School Reporter.
DECATUR CATHOLIC HIGH

By Theresa Laurent

Last Thursday <

grades eight

through eleven

elected cheer-

leaders for next

year's basketball
t

squad: Two •• ts ¦¦

of four and three

persons were es-

tablished for the

teams, respec-WBMMMBJm-
tively. While Sharon Baker, Shar-

on Miller and Patty Roberts will

lead the ”B” team cheers, the

varsity leaders include: Susie Bak-

er Sarah Gass, Bonnie Hake, and

Marilyn Hake. Congratulations,

kids! .

—D.C.H.S —

Decatur Catholic high students

offer their sympathy to Sister M.

Alrneda, principal of the school,

on the death of her mother.

—D.C.H.S.—

While baccalaureate exercises

will be held for the seniors Friday

morning, commencement exercises

for eigth graders and seniors will

be held Friday evening in the

D.C.H.S. auditorium at 8 o’clock.

As the graduating class of 1959,

consisting of 20 seniors, leaves

high school, 46 eighth’graders will

be accepted into the ranks of the

high school curriculum. Giving the

commencement address is the

Rev. Edmund Maore, 0.F.M., prin-
cipal of Bishop Luers high school

in Fort Wayne. A dance, open to

the public, willimmediately follow

the exercises.

—D.C.H.S.—

As this is their last week of for-

mal high school education; D.C.-

Three Judges Hear

Starkweather Plea
OMAHA, Neb. (UPD — Three

attorneys today present what may
be the last plea in Charles Stark-

weather's fight to escape the

electric chair.

The Nebraska slayer’s appeal
for a writ of habeas corpus from

the federal courts was to be
heard by a panel of three U.S.
circuit judges.

Arguments were presented by

attorneys Mi 11 o n R. Abrahams

and D. Nick Caporale of Omaha,
and Herman Ginsburg of Lincoln.

Judges hearing the case were

Harvey M. Johnson and Joseph
W. Woodrough of Omaha and
Martin D. Van Oosterhaut of

Sioux City, lowa.

The judge may agree to extend

Starkweather’s current stay of ex-

ecution to permit an appeal to the

U.S. Supreme Court.‘But if they

do not, the stay expires at mid-

night and Starkweather goes back

to jurisdiction of Nebraska Peni-

tentiary Warden John Greenholtz,

who must then carry out the

death penalty.
A separate action probably

would be filed ni the state Su-

preme Court to set a new date of

execution, according to Nebraska

Atty. Gen. C. S. Beck.

Greenholtz estimated it would

take about two days to get ready'
for another execution date.

A two-week stay of execution

was granted May 22, just 90 min-

utes before Starkweather was due

to be led from his death row cell

to the execution chamber .in the

basement of the Lincoln, Neb.,

prison. -=

Two Crew Members

Die In Jet Crash
TOKYO (JJPD — A U. S. Air

Force B-57 jet bomber cra
s

hed to-

day at Johnson Air Base near

here, killing the two crew mem-

bers. Witnesses said the plane
was coming in to land “when it

suddenly veered off the runway

and crashed. Names of the vic-

tims were not immediately re-

leased.

H.S. seniors offer their thanks to
the many individuals who are re-

sponsible for their intellectual as

well as their moral development.
Never to go unappreciated is the

guidance rendered by parents,
teachers, the clergy, especially our

deceased pastor, and friends. The

graduating class of 1959 thanks you

aU.

'

—D.C.H.S.—

In relinquishing my posisition as

school reporter for D.C.H.S., I

wish to express deepest apprecia-
tion to the Decatur Daily Demo-
crat for a most valuable exper-
ience; to my principal, Sr. M. Al-

meda, and Sr. Mary, Beatrice, my

English teacher, for their help and

guidance; to students for their co-

operation; and finally to you read-

ers. I wish also to announce that
next year’s D.C.H.S. school report-
er will be Miss Patricia ”Pat’’
Ruble. I hope you will be as faith-
ful to her as you were to me.

—D.C.H.S.— -

¦¦

Inn Near College
A Crime Beachhead

VALPARAISO, Ind. (UPD-An

innocent-appearing and popular
pizza and spaghetti restaurant

near the Valparaiso University
campus was described before the

Senate Rackets Committee

Wednesday as a beachhead for a

powerful Chicago crime syndicate.

Testimony before the committee

in Washington revealed that sev-

eral “Old College Hill” were

bought by Tom Morgano, a Chi-

cago hoodlum, as a syndicate toe-

hold in Porter County.
Two of the buildings across the

street from the university Com-

mercial Builing were remodeled
into a restaurant called the “Col-

lege Inn.”

The university president, Dr. O.
P. Kretzmann, declined comment

except to say that the case was

not on the campus.

Records show that the restaur-

ant, which is one of three pizza
pie places here, was bought by
College Inn, Inc., from private
parties March 4, 1958.

Wendell J. Strelesky was listed
as president of the corporation

and operator of the restaurant.

Other owners were listed as Mor-

gano and Rocco Stanzioni.

The corporation bought about a

half-block of business on the east

side of College Avenue. The prop-

erty included four buildings and

two vacant lots. Two of the build-

ings became the “College Inn”

and the other two were being tofri

down.

East Chicago Man

Held For Stabbing
EAST CHICAGO. Ind. (UPD —

Ollie Taylor, 39, East Chicago, was

held today in connection with the

fatal stabbing of another man in

a pool room here Wednesday.

Police said Taylor confessed he

stabbed Ulysses Henderson, 29,

Gary, when they argued over

money.

Taylor told authorities he owed

Henderson $2 and went to the pool
room to pay him. He said he acci-

dentally handed Henderson two $5

.bills instead of one and when Hen-

derson refused to return the

money, a fight ensued and Hen-

Chinese Laundryman
Slain And Run Over

INDIANAPOLIS (UPD — A

Chinese laundryman was stabbed

to death, then run over by a

early today.
Several hours later, police ar-

rested a suspect on a preliminary

charge of murder.

The victim was identified as Kui

Choy Wong, 46, manager of a

Chinese laundry.

Probing Theft Os

$20,000 In Jewels

INDIANAPOLIS (UPD —* The

Marion Courtly Sheriff’s office in-

vestigated today the theft of

$20,000 in uncut diamonds from a

north side Indianapolis' home.

The jewels were missing from

the home of Charles F. Bardach,

*44, head of Bardach Brothers Inc.,

the company which presents the

Indianapolis 500-mile race winner

with a diamond ring each year.

Bardach told authorities th*'

gems were stolen between last

Friday and Monday and their

wholesale value was $20,000.

Sheriff’s detectives sought the

whereabouts of an airline pilot
who was a’house guest of Bar-

dach. Two other visitors also

spent the weekend at the Bardach

home. One was a jewelry sales-

man who was carrying the dia-

monds. The other was a woman

secretary in a jewelry firm.

Bardach said he and his visitors

were) “nightclubbing” Friday

night, and the salesman for six

jeweliy firms, including Bar-

dach’s, asked him to put the dia-

monds in Bardach’s safe. Bardach

said he couldn’t do that without

setting off the burglar alarrq so

he took the jewels home and

placed them in a closet.

He said he 'and his guests at-

tended the Memorial Day race

and the pilot left Sunday for New

York. The theft was discovered

Monday when the salesman asked

for the diamonds as he prepared
to leave for Detroit.

Dirty Overalls

Wash dirty overalls by laying

them flat on the washboard and

scrubbing with a stiff brush.

Starch them a little afterwards and

the dirt will come out much easier

the next time they arev laundered.

John Paul MeAhran

Receives Scholarship
John Paul McAhren. son of Mr.

and Mrs. Paul S. McAhren, and a

1959 ’ graduate of Decatur high
school, has been named one of
four recipients of cash scholarships
to carrier-salesmen for the Fust
Wayne News-Sentinel.

The scholarships provide a cash

award of $l5O plus $1 for each week

the recipient has leld his route

during his high school years. Each

of the four named is eligible for

the maximum amount of $358. Mc-

Ahren plans a career in medicine

after graduation from Indiana Uni-

versity. He will start at the I.U.
extension center in Fort Wayne
this fall. He is a member of the

Trinity Evangelical United Breth-

ren church, president of the
church’s youth fellowship for two

years, and serves on the Sunday
school council, the board of admin-

istration and the youth fellowship
executive council. He was a mem-
ber of the high school track team.

Mrs. Harry Truman
Home From Hospital

INDEPENDENCE, Mo. (UPD—

Mrs. Bess Truman was home to-

day in “excellent” condition fol-

lowing surgery to remove a breast

tumor.

Former President Truman

brought her back Wednesday from

the Kansas City hospital where

-she had been since May 18.

Nikita Khrushchev,
Arrives In Budapest

BUDAPEST (UPD—Soviet Pre-

mier Nikita S. Khrushchev ar-

rived here today from Albania for

a two-day “friendship” visit.

He had spent 11 days in Alba-

nit, making speeches and meet-

ing with leaders of several Com-

munist satellite countries.

20 Years Ago
Today

Q.. — >¦¦¦ I m

June 4, 1939 was Sunday and no

paper was published.

COURT NEWS

Divorce Case

_
An affidavit for a citation was

filed in the case of Wilman Yoder

vs Gladys Yoder. A citation was

oisiered issued to the sheriff of

AJen county for the plaintiff, re-

turnable June 9 at 10 o’clock.
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Shirley Fuelling
On Dean's List

Mrs. Shirley Ann Fuelling,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul

Bleeke of Decatur route 3, was

named as a member of the dean’s

list at BaU State Teachers College,

Muncie, last week. She was one erf

20 members of this year s class of

940 on the high scholastic list.

Mrs. Fuelling, Monmouth grad-

uate Willdirect a speech clinic at"'

New Castle this summer, and will •

teach in the Muncie area next

schpol year while her husband,

Clinton Fuelling, also a Monmouth

graduate, completes his studies at

BaU State.

— —
« __
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