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‘Agricultute department over dis-
‘tribution smells like lmburger.

‘The American League Yankees
may be headed for @nother pen-
pant but the White Sox, Indians
and Red Sox are still contending
and even the Tigers are hopeful.
‘school! They start twe weeks
from Tuestiay in Decatur and a
few before that in the rural sec-
tions. i

R

Reports indicate that Diane,
\jud. gave up and quit after pound-
_ing the Atlantic for eight days.
It finally subsided after reach-
ing North Carolina and blew
itself out. Everyone is thankful.

— 00—

Hu'ry Truman doesn’t seem in-

- terested in a campaign for him-
X Idfbutnylluﬁll start giving

Vm-oaommmmk»omu
mmwuuumnch

Lick, August 27 and at the Labor .

_Day celebration in Detroit Sep-
tember 5. :
L el —

Did you ever motice Wat the
fellow who yells the lofidest if he
has to wait ten minutes in a
restaprant for service will sit
- contentedly in a boat for six hours
without a bite and think nothing
_of it, says the Davenport Demo-

/crat.

KBS At et
The retai] division of the De-

uuu‘ chamber of commerce an-

_mounce several important dates
to remember. The annual fish fry,

Warren Bovey of the Nebraska
penitentiary gave the 200 rebels
who were staging a strike at the
prison two minutes to get back in
their cells and then gave orders
to a dozen state troopers to
“shoot on sight”. That ended it
and we wonder why similar meth-
ods are not used in other prisons
when they have fought for days.
They are bad actors to begin with
and certainly do not deserve
much sympathy when they start
actions similar to those in Ne-
‘braska.

S S .

Several years ago the depart-
ment of economics at Indiana uni-
versity made a survey to deter-
mine what factor induced people
to come to small cities and
towns to do their shopping.
It was discovered that the prin-
cipal attraction was a good mo-
vie theater. The importance of
a theater to a community is be-
coming more and more .ppuren’t.
when due to lack of business
theaters are forced to close. Sev-
eral months ago when the theater
in Hagerstown closed, a promi-
nent industry in town, took
over its operation anll anderwrote
the costs. Just recently, due to
poor business, the theater in Bick-
nell, Ind. a town of 5,000 popula-
tion was forced to close. The busi-
ness men of that city formed a
co-operative association and have
re-opened the theater. They re-
alized that withotu a theater the
community becomes a ghost-town
and potential buyers go else-
where for their entertainment
and shopping. A town without a

”"‘?’ a sellout, will be beld

&l" Cm events and other
happenings in and about Decatur.
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 SATURDAY

Preview

The Life
hWam To Know -
lic_Hour

_Your Trouble

“On Parade

“theater is shunned by new indus-

try that is seeking a location,
real-estate ‘luu ~decline, and
retail business falls off. It looks
like the professors at Indiana U.
knew what they were talking
about.

(Central Daylizht Time)

! - WIN-T
(Channel 15)

SATURDAY

'z 06—-Watern Playhouse
¥ ls—a’ro«game Wanmup
1:2 ers vs Wihite Sox
4: 00»—-Broldway Theater
5 00-—American Derby

zmhﬂsbobher'

k 00—Big Ficture

6: zo—-—Belt th: Clt;“:l

¥ Oo-—(lm s
5:“-—”!"0‘;‘““ e Money
8:30—Down You Go

9: oo—-'r V Top Tunen

& 5p SUNDAY

Aftetrn
3:00—
3:30—Faith For Today

4 00—8uper Circus
4:30—Face The Nation

5:00—Kit Carson

§5:30—Gene Autry

; ﬁ\'eliul
4 nie Oakley
4 vate secretary
7:00—Toast of T
8:00-—General hleculc Theater

l:‘o-—dppolmnam With Adventure
%:30——81““31\!. Theater

MONDAY

] ";:*Eﬁe Morning Show

9 00—Whitley County Review
9:1¢ I—Mornim{ Matinee

10:30—Strike It Rich

11:00—Valiant Lady

11:15—l.0ve of Life

11:30—8earch For 'lomorrow

w 11:45—Guiding ‘Light

A

12:00—Jack Parr Show —
12:20—Welcome Travelers

l M—-Rnben Q. Lewis Show -

fternoon Show

" ‘00—The Big Payoff
3 2:30—Bob Crosby Show
3:00—Brighter Day
3:45—Secret Storm
3:30—On Your Account
4:00-—Adventure in Afternoom
4:30—Down Homers
5:00:-Bar 15 Ranch

6:00—The News, Hickox
: 10—-—\Venther
s=—Sports
g 125-—Tele
30—Doug s Edwards with \ewa
6:46—Julius LaRosa
7:00—Burns and- Alen
7:30—Talent .Scouts
5 100—TRhose Whiting Girls
R m—-—-Pthvl and Albert

ne.
dventure Playhouse
1} 90—-’“-hmev County

MOVIES

ADAMS 'l‘lll'. \’I‘F'lt
“Hells  Island”  Sat. 2:205 5 43233
$i26; 8:20; 103 0

“Loave Me Or Teave Me” Sun.. at
1:00; 3:19; 5128; T:46; 9:55,9Mon. at
7:l0; 9 87,

Mn E«IN THEATER
‘Ro\al African TRifles” and “The
O"ll'aﬁt Sat. at dusk.

That Rifle Down” & “The

l:shel" .Bun & ™Mon. at dosk.

20 Years Ago
Today“

August 20—Benjamdin W. De-
Vor 56 of West Adams street died
this morning at memorm hospital
of asthma.

Adams county cogtmcts for coal
awarded Krick, Catroll and Cash
Coal company on bids of $5.85 per
ton, delivered.

Trustée 'Doan asks for an in-
crease of 26 cents ‘in Washington
township tax.

The American Legion band will
go to Indianapolis Monday for the
state converntion,

The United States and Great
Britain are making a final effort to
prevent the Italy-Ethiopian war,

T Modern Etiquette ‘l

BY ROBERTA LEE

S~

Q. When a girl is entertaining a
male caller in the evening, the
hour is very late and he shows no
indication of leaving, would it be
all right for one of her parents
to tell the young man that it is
time to go?

A. No; but the girl has a per-
fect right to call his attention to
the late hour.

Q. May the bride wear her éon-

gagement ring and have her bride-
groom put the wedding ring above
i?
A. No. On her wedding day, a
bride either leaves her engage-
ment ring at home, or wears it on
‘er right hand.

Q: What 1§ the proper form for
a father to use when introducing
his daughter to an older woman?

A, "Mrs. Loe, this is my daughter,
m. I as
| et et ¥

Hwnbold

BY ROBERT. RTA u!i '

: Tho Bread Box
‘Wash and air the bread box once
a week to insure its sweetness. The
accumulation of the tiniest bread
crumbs will cause an “unpleasant
odor, and mold on the larger
pieces of bread.
In The Bathroom
If the stains in the bathroom
bowl can not be removed with
scouring soap, try using pumiee
stone.

Clear Coffee
Before the percolator begins to
boil add the shell of an egg and
see how it clarifies the toffee,

PDetroit — Under present meth-
ods of manufacturing, about 15 to
2% percent of the total weight of
an automobile is aluminim.

INTO

SOME RAIN MUST FALL’

LIBRARY NEWS

e By the Librarian

An interesting card was receily-
ed from Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Leon-
ardson, who conducted a success-
ful antique show in Grand Haven,
Mich. At the time of writing they
were watching a steamship from
Sweden come into harbor. The
coast guard regatta Wwas held
there the previous week. This is
the .event of the season.
_ Two cards were received from
Becky and Tom Maddox — one
from Hershey, Penna., where they
visited the - chocolate bar plant,
and the other from historical Get-
tysburg. They had a wonderful
time.

Susan Kdy and Edward Morgan

sent greetings from Mackinaw
City, Mich.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schmitz

enjoyed the wonderful scenery on
their trip through West Virginia.

Jimmy and Jean Hoffman spent
a fine vacation traveling through
California ~and other Western
states.

Sandra, Derryl and Leon Grote
had a fine time fishing near Co-
lon, Mich.

Dana and Bill Brentlinger spent
the weekend in
with Mabel Hoagland in Highland
Park.

Pamela Kay Koos spent her va-
cation in Gibson City, Il

Patrick Durkin reports that he
‘8aw many beautiful things on &

Detroit visiting|

sight seeing tour of Chicago,

Jianeen, Russell and Darrell
Augshurger ‘had a lot of fun on
their vacation. They sent a card
from Helenwood, Tenn.

Elaine Cochran spent several
weeks visiting relatives in Wichi-
ta, Kan.

Daniel Durkin sent greetings
from Sturgeon Bay, Wis, and
spent a weekend in" Chicago.

Karen Call had a hue time in
Sparta, Wis.

Donald Germann visited many
places of interest in Chicago.

The Library family had a letter
from Miss Heller, librarian, who jis
having a good vacation. The days
have been perfect except the Sat-
urday when the hurricane Connie
hit Chautauqua. She had visited
with Mrs. A. D. Suttles and Mr.
and Mrs. O. P. Edwards, who are
also spending their vacation there.

Angdla Andrews spent several
days at the delightful vacation
spot at Lake Tahoe, Nevada.

As the summer reading project
comes to a most successful and
happy close it finds the 1st and
2nd graders far in the lead.  Patty
Parrish has read 154 books, Patty
Schurger 138 and Donna Birch 122
All three have gold candles on the
top layer of the birthday cake
which means the parents have

books during the summer.: Al-
most 600 children have vpartici-
pated % the stmmer reading.

Trade in a Good Town — Decatu:

B’y—;N/d Summer

CHAPTER TH].RTY SIX

CALDER glared at him out of
pain-dulled eyes. “You'd sell your
own brother. You going to turn
me out without a reof to my head,
when I'm hurt?”

“If they’d got you in your gun-
arm,” Cameron retorted grimly, “T
might have: finished you off my-
self an’ called it good riddance.
But long as it's just youf left, |
still got a use for you once you
get back in shape. You can hide
out ‘in Lita’s cabin. She’ll take
care of you.”

‘Calder had assented to that, still
smarting from Cameron's tongue-
lashing—but the idea of being
taken care of by Lita had its at-
.tractions. She’d made no narticu-
lar demur at taking him in when
Cameron asked her, and she’d done
a good enough job of making him
comfortable. By evening, propped

" up on pillows with some of Corny’s
whiskey inside him to ease the
ache of his shoulder, he was feel-
ing well enough to look -around
him and erave amusement.

Lita was curled up in a split-
bottomed chair, one leg tucked
under her, the other  swinging

skirt. The lamp on the table be-
hind her threw its yellow glow
over her face and scooped deep
shadows over her body.

been definitely Cameron’s girl. But
now the green eyes appraised -her
in the lamp ‘light. She was an
appetizing little piece! She wasn't
Margie, but Margie was a. long
way away, and Lita was very
much at hand. After what he'd
been through, a man needed a little
fun—and he didn't owe Wayne
Cameron any loyalty, after the way
he’d turned on him. Serve him
right if Calder cut the ground out
from under his feet! A smile
spread over the scar-twisted mouth
as he caned softly, *“Lita, come
over here.”

She crossed the room slowly,
fips swinging to her lazy walk in
8 way that fired Calder’s blood.

. “What you want, Lon ?"”

“*“Just a little company. S8it down
and talk to me.” She settled her-
self comfortably on the edge of the
bed. He let her feel the force of
his pleased, intimate glance.
“You're a good-looking woman,
Lita!” ’

. She smiled at him. “Think so?”

“Xou don't need me to tell you,
do you?” :

temptingly beneath “the skimpy|

Calder had never paid too much |
‘attention to her in the past<—she'd{ fine {ady out of you—put you in

“Mebbe not. It’s nice t> nmear.”
She swayed tantalizingly back
from him.

“Don’t stay so far away.” He
reached out his good arm, and she
let nerselt be circled and drawn
toward him. He kissed her,

“Quit it Lon!” she said.

“Why, don’t you like me?"”

“Sure', 1 like you. But not that
way "

“Go on, Lita.” His voice dropped
to a practiced, - caressing mnote.
“You're not spun sugar. You're all
woman—too much to be scared of
letting a man love you!”

She moved away from the bed,
lifting a round, bare arm to pat
her tumbled hair. “T'm not scarcd
—if it's the right man.”

Her casualness was like a slap
across the face.

“Wayne’s the
guess?”

“You know ‘bout Wayne an’
me,” the girl retorted indifferently.

“Yeah, I know. [ know all about
it.” He made his voice regretful.
“Hate to see a woman like you
made a fool of, Lita."”

“Who's makin’ a fool o’ me?”

“Why, Wayne Cameron, of
course. You think he's going. to
marry you?” ;

“He is.”

“Just waiting till' he gets his
hands on Broken Spur?”

“Sure.”

“And then he’s going to make a

right man, I

a big house, string you with dia
monds— Why, you poor little £
he’s just stringing you along ti
you've pulled his chestnuts out of
the fire! Mr. Cameron’s a vgg};]ness
man. When he marries, he aiins to
make a profit on the deal—a big
profit—Ilike Slash T—"

" He wasn’t prepared for the cf-
fect of his words. She flew at him,
eyes blazing, fingers clawed.
“You're lyin’! You know you're
lyin’—say you are!”,

He caught her wrists With his
good hand, “You «now I'm not
lying, Lita! Why, you think a man
that was really 'in love with you
‘'would have thrown Jou at Riordan
and Larrabee the way he’s done?

11 wouldn’t,” he insinuated. “If you

were mine, I wouldn't let any
other man get near you But
Wayne’s a cold fish—he doesnt
know how to appreciate a woman
like you.”

She twisted out of his grip. He
lay back on the pillows with an
inward smile of satisfaction, as she
flung herself up: and down the
room in furv. He'd fixed bis part-

N SPUR

t, 1954, by Nick Sumner. ’
ey s Y f

ner's wagon, ail right. And when
she’d worked off her tantrum, she’'d
be all the readier for another man
who wanted her. He knew Lita's
kind of woman.

Or he thought he did. Lita be-
lieved his story, because ir the
bottom of her heart she'd known,
for a iong time, how slim her hold
on Cameron was, but she'd re-
fused to believe her instincts. Cam-
eror was important to her as no
other man had ever been. She
whiried toward the man on the
bed.

“Lon, I'm takin’ your horse. 1
gotta make a ride, and 1 won't
ride that ol’ crowbait o' Pap's.”

“Where you going this time of
night?” An uneasy sense that he'd
set more in motion than he’d bar-
gained for put its chill into the
gambler’'s blood.

“Wouldn't you like t'know ?" she-
taunted him. “Well, why shouldn’t
1 tell you? You're in no shape U
stop me. I'm goin’ t’ BroKen Spur
t’ have a little talk with Rob Mal-
lory!”

@
B3 E3 -

It scemed strange to Kerry to be
lying quietly in his own bed at
Broken Spur again. His eyes, fol-
towing Christie around the room,
held a new gravity. “You look
older, Kerry,” she murmured.

“It ages & man some,” he agreed
soberly, “to be as clese to dying as
1 was., Therc was a minute last
night when 1 was sure I'd already
died and gone to heaven, when Rok
lugged me. out of the jail-house-
and 1 saw you there—! still can't
get over it, Christie, you riding
into that crazy mob—"

“Would you expect me to sit
home and wait? - You're not mar-
rying that Kkind ot girl, Kerry!
Last night was one time I wished
1 wore a gun—1 think 1 could have
shot it out with chat crowd single-
handed! Easy -to talk,” i she
laughed, “when Rob didn't give me
or anybody else a chance to do

anything!”
“He ., was, ‘really something,
wasn’t he?”.  Kerry 'mused. 1
wouldn’t have believed it if 1

hadn’t scen it, that anybody could
have had those locoed nesters act-
ing so much like & bunch of
whipped kids! Every time 1 think 3
about him' walking into the cage
of wildcats, taking & chance on
getting his head clawed off—and
leaving Broken Spur wide open
while he went kiting off to pul
me out of a mess~——Im not worth
lt'“

{To Be Conlinued)

read-at—least —three nonfiction |

ash

Ruth Etting Life
At Adams Theater

The truelife story of one of the
theater's most glamourous person-
alities, Ruth BEtting, is brought
dramatically to the-gcreen by Doris
Day in “Love Me or Leave Me"
which shows at e Adams theater
Suifday and Monday. James Cag-
ney, as Marty “The Gimp” Snyder,
her aggressive, two-fisted hushand
and manager, gives a performance
that is mentioned for an Academy
award. Cameron Mitchell, Robert
Keith and Tom Tully are included
in_the cast of the plcture which
was photographed in Technicolor
and features 15 song hits by Miss
Day.

What happens to a small ¢om-|

munity when bank bandits’ take
over is thrillingly portrayed - in
“Violent Saturday” a Cinemascope
production to be seen at the Ad-
ams Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. In the large cast are
Victor .~ Mature, Richard Egan,
Stephen McNally, Virginia: Leigth,
Sylvia Sidney and many more.
Ernest Borgnine is seen as the
Amish farmer fho forgoes his pol-
fey of non- vnolen(e to rout the ban
dits.

Randolph- Scott stars in an ex-
citing Technicolor deluxe Western
“Tall Man Riding” showing next
Friday and Safurday. Included in
the cast are Dorothy Malone and
Peggie Castle.

; Wilder On Cruise

ATLANTIC FLEET (FHTNC)
- Enroute to Europe on the sum-
mer's second midshipman training
cruise aboard the battleship USS
Wisconsin is James E. Wilder, fire-

man, USN, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur. B. Wilder of route 4, Deca-
tur, Ind.

Fourteen sliips of the Aftlantic
fleet left Norfolk, Va., July 11 with
more than 1,700 naval ROTC mid-
shipmen aboard. The ships’ crews
supervise the middies’ training
during the two-month cruise.

The ships wilt visit Edinburgh,
Scotland; Copenhagen, Denmark;
Oslo and Bergen, Norway; and
Stockholm, Sweden.

Chicago Average American
family uses 500 percent more fro-
zen peas and about five percent
more canned peas, but 75 percent
less of fresh peas than before
World War II.

Marriage License

Glen Smith, 25 ¥ort ' Wuyiié!
and Dorothy C. Crosby, 23, Deca-
tur route three.

Divorce Filed

A complaint for divorce charg-
ing cruel and inhuman Preatment
has been filed ~by Mary Ladd
against Melverd Ladd. The plain-|
tiff seeks custody of two minor |
children. A summons has been |
ordered issued returnalle Sep[!

| which is valued

to twice its present size in the
Geneva by the UN, The report envisions

and economic criees, Population

wmwihotwoﬁdpopmation
Tiext 45 years, -as reported at

this growth barring wars
is increasing by 1% % & year,

6. An affidavit and application
for temporary allowance and at-
torney fees has been set for hear-
ing Aug. 25. s
Alias Notice

In the divorce case of Helen M.
Taylor against Charles L. Taylor,
an alias notice has been ordered
issued for the defendant in Allen
county returnable Aug. 25.

Appearance Entered

Hubert R. McClenahan has ent-
ered appearance for Barbara Jean
Crownover, defendant in a djvorece
action filed by Robert L. Crown-
over.
for allowance has been filed by
the d{tendam and a notice has
been "™rdered returnable Aug. 26.

Motion to Dismiss

In the complaint for damages
filed by the Inter-city Flying Ser-
vice against the Cons. Aircraft
Repair, Inc.,, venued from  Allen
county, a motion for dismissal has
been filed.

Estate Cases

A petition for a decree of no
administration for the estaee of
Earl Sudduth has been submitted
and sustained. The value of the
estate does not exceed $2,500 and
211 assets have been set aside to
the surviving spouse and sole
devises.

The'inventory and appraisement

Tof the Marion T. McKean estate

has been filed and approved. It
shows a total value of ‘8243240, A
petition to operate & farm has
been submitted and sustained.

The inheritance tax appraiser’s
report has been filed in the Don-
ald D. Colter estate and a notice
has been ordered issued return-
able Sept. 15. The widow and
| four sons are heirs to the estate
at $20,996.88, plus;
$13,280 —outside the- estate.

An application and affidavit

In the Jhymina Mae Johnson es-
tate the inheritance tax apprais-
er's report has been filed showing
a net value of $13,886.32. Heirs
are a son and a daughter. A no-
tice has been ordered issued re-
turnable Sept. 15.

The final report for the Charles
Hiland estate showing distribution
of $11,690 te the widow has been
submitted and approved. The ad-
ministrator has been ordered to
make distribution.

Proofs of the publication of no-
tices of appointment and tinal

ing estate have been filed and the
final report has been submitted
and approved. Distribution of
$4,607.88 has been ordered.

In the estate of Hiram C. Wall,
the final report has been filed and
a notice has been issued return-
able Sept. 9. The report shews
a balance of $12,666.30 for distri-
bution to several heirs. -

The supplemental report: ‘show-
ing distribution of the Ruth B.
Moser estate has been filed. The
administrator has been dis¢harg-
ed and the estate is closed.

The final report for the Wilbert
Stahley estate showing no balance
for distribution has been filed. A

turnable Sept-—9—

The schedule to determine the
inbheritance tax due from the Miles
F. Roop estate has been filed with
reference to the county -assessof.
The net estate is $5,198.37 and
heirs are two sons and a daugh-
ter.

The final report of the~estate
of Daniel A. Rumple has been fil-
ed. The report shows a—balance

of $42,857.66 for distribution to the
heirs. A notice has been ordered
issued returnable Sept. 9.

CHAPTER 1Mttt X -Om v eay

ROB STOOD in the doorway, his
tace gaunt,

Christie sm#ded at him. *“Tl
leave you tweo alone. | guess
you've got things to talk over.

Don’'t keep ~Kerry talking long;
Robi He ought to rest.
“All right, Christie” Rob

dropped into a chair by the bed.
Silence lay neavy between them,
and Kerry didn't know how (o
pbreak it. At iast ne spoke hesi-
tantly. *1 know how yocu rust feel
about-Sandy, Rob. . They—they
didn’t come any better.”

“They, didn't.”

“T've got a notion,” Kerry said
slowly, “that this t8 the way he'd
have liked to go, if he’d had his
say—standing up for Broken Spur,
the way he always did.”

“You could be ~ight.” Rob gazed
down at ms locked nands. “I keep
thinking about something I want-
ed to say to him once. I never
did. t wish now 1 nad.”

it ®as the first time in his re-
membrance that Kerry had ever
neard Rob express regret for any-
thing. He didn’t know now to an-
swer, in words. Almost timidly, he
reached out to touch one of the
brown nhands that lay clasped on
Rob’s knee. It closed hard over
nis, and they sat iike that in si-
tence for a moment. Then Rob]
stood up.

“Muchacho/” he said huskily,
“that day 1 stumbled across you
was the luckiest day 1 ever lived.
It | ever said any different—or if
1 ever do again—don’t balieve it!”

Rob sat alone un the living room
after Christie, exhausted, had gone
nome to bed. He was tired him-
selt—in his own mind ne acknowl-
edged 'that a man of his age
couldn’t take nights like the last
one the way he had twenty years
ago—but a barrier was down obe-
tween him and his boy, and for all
it nad cost him, or was Jkely to,
Rob was teeling-that life could be
good.

There was a knock at the door.
None of his crew would Knock.
And any outsider these days prob-
ably spelled trouble. Rousing him-
self, ne went to open up.

Whatever he’'d expected, it
wasn’t Lita Dawson. The girl, with
her nair whipped around her by
the winc ot ner riding~ ber eyes
dark and wild-looking, her breast
swelling and falling with her rapid
breathing, was e handsome bag-
gage—no wonder -she’d caused so

Wi ucy.

“Miss Dawson!” There was ironic
courtesy in his tone and his slight
bow. *“I'm afraid Kerry's not up
to seeing visitors this evening.”

“It's not Kerry | came to see,
Mr, Mallory—it's you. 1 gotta talk
t’ you 1 got somethin’ t' tell you
—somethin’ important!” As he
dian't move from his place in the
doorway, she -dd urgently,
“Wouldn't you like t’ know what’s
back o' all this trouble you been
havin?”

“Come in,” he said.

Inside the living-room, she took

hair, her eyes darting around her,
taking in the spaciousness and
rugged comfort of the room, shoot-
ing quick speculative glances
under her lashes at Rob. As well
as if sie had spoken, he could read
the thoughts in that busy little
-brain.

“This information of yours—I
suppose there'd be ¢ price on it?”

Her eyes widened. “How much’d
it be worth t’ you?”

“Depends on how much- use I
can make of it.” Then, too im-
patient for bargaining, he rapped
out, “I'll give you five hundred
dollars.™

The “brown eyes openbd wider
still. That was probably at least
five times as much money as she’d
ever seen at one timre in her life.
“All right, let’s hawve, it.”

She braced herseif. “The nesters
was stirred up agin’ you a-purpose.
They was told you was aiumin' t’
take their lana, an’ “en_they was
told your title wasn't no good, by
a tawyér that was paid t’ say it
An' Joe Larrabee was shot t' out
the blame on you, after he wouldn't
fight you nimself no more. An’
the one behind it ‘all was Wayne
Cameron!” ‘

Rob’s first reaction was skepti-
cism. Ihen be said, “Cameron—
why would ne be so anxious
make trouble for me?”

* Cause ne wanted your ra.nch
himselt, o course!”

“And ntow do you know all this?*
“How you s’'pose? | was his girl
~—till ne decided he wanted £ mar-
ry Christie Toland an’ get her
place, too!”

“*And | suppose he figured to get
Kerry'out of his way by having
you egg him and Larrabee on to
shoot each other 7"

“Yeah.” Lita was too angry, her-
selt, at the recollection of her own
wrongs, o notice the danger sig:
nals in Rob's eyes or the way his

wi W Wuad Luuen apout Kerry
an’ that red-head fella Dbein’
wanted in Dodge. It was a friend
o ms did that k"lin’ theyre
wanted for!”

Rob didn’t let a muscle of his
face betray the excitement he feit,
“It's a good story, Lita—but | un-
derstand you're quite a8 nand at
stories. Why should 1 believe you 7"

“You get hold o' Wayne—make
him talk!" 5

“Ana suppose he won't talk—
¢an you prove any of it? Is there
anybody else who can back you
up?” He saw her hesitation, and

time to smooth ner dishevelled{added, “If you could give me proof,

it might be worth another five
hundred.”

The girl stood °esitating, He
strode across the room and-caught
her . shoulders in hands chat bit
into the soft flesh. “If you're tell-
ing che truth, you knew whao
killea Larrabee and Kkept (t to
yourself, * That. makes you -an ac-
cessory to murder. Maybe being
locked 1n a cell would toosen your
tongue the rest of the wayl”

She was scared then. He could
tell itsin the quick rigidity. of the

supple body under uis nands. But

the néxt minute she’d made sherselt
soft ‘again, iifting swimming brown
eyes te his face. “You wouldn't
do that to me, would you, Mr,
Mallory 7"

“Yes 1| would I'm giving you
a chance w get off clear. lnd ma.kl

yourseif
I'm nolding it open just five min-
utes. If you haven't told me every-
thing you know by:then, I'm tak-
ing you in to the sheriff. And,”
the thought of Kerry put steel files
into ms voice, “it'd be 4 pleasure!”
in nis own mind, Rob wasn’t by
any means sure he could get Lacey
to. hold the giri on any such
sketchy testimony. That was the
only reason ne'd offered to deal
with ner. But no such doubt
seemed to have occurred to her.
“Awright, Mr. Mallory,”" she
breathea.

in Dodge—he's at my cabin. He's
in''on the whole bus'ness. He can
tell you I'm tellin’ the truth.”

“What makes you think he
will?” .

Lita shrugged. *“He's hurt. |
reckon ne’ll talk all right, it you
git rough with him.”

“You don’t draw the line at any-
thing, do you, LiH But &is con-
::‘m;;; gtumced off :&r like a hand-

cathers. al judgments
didn‘t ﬁgun in Lita's lchema of

much trouble. Red's eyes paid her
that g my rilaie tribute, even | hands
i rdened at the sight
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