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The message entitled “I Don’t Want
to Be Agitated,” reproduced below,
was forwarded on May- 12, 1949, by
W. A. Mann, Manager of General
Electric's Apparatus Office in Mil-
waukee, with this note:

“Your message .'Jobs Depend on
Faith’ made a profound impression
on E. C. Peferson, Supérinterident
of our Warehouse. He sat up last
night and reduced his thoughts fo
writing. I have had a copy made
and attach it, as I feel sure you
will be interested in knowing what
reaction some of these articles pro-

duce.”

Neither the title, nor a word, nor a
comma, nor a capital letter has been
changed. It's just as written by Mr,
Peterson, who is shown in the ac-
companying photograph with Mrs.
Peterson, their daughters, and

granddaughter.

*| Don't Want to Be Agitated *

" HOSE who unfairly attack General Electric—or seck to dam-
age the good name it tries so hard to deserve—may shake the
faith of the customer in the Company and its products and, by so

doing, rob men of their jobs and futures. ing of security. The greatest asset of all.

“Those who rise to the Company's defense—who seek to help the
Company deserve its good reputation—make jobs better and
steadier not just at General Electric, but in every community where
the Company buys, or makes, or sells products.”

‘(The above are excerpts from the G. E. Commentator of May ‘ployees.

6, 1949.)

Two closing paragraphs which can be read in twenty-two seconds,
The second time, I gave it forty-seven seconds. The part which

reads—"and, by so doing, rob men of their jobs and futures”—
fascinated me.

one clse. And that someone else may be me,

My memories went back to the close of World War 1. A returning
hero, so they called me, but I had no job. Just a sixty buck “bonus”
and not much hope. An odd job here, another there. Was still pay-

ingl fiucs as an eclectrician, but no electricity wandering around
waiting to be harnessed.

Was 24 .years old when we were married. A war bride, you might

say. From London she was. seek to help the Company deserve its

1921—Asscts: A war bride couple of furnished rooms
i X , tem
job, and lots of uncertainty. o

mzm—::med with General Electric Company. Was told that job =~ ot s :
wou steady. A ray of hope. Wife and 1 “eat-

e pe celebrated by “eat

1949 — (or 27 years later) Assets: Still have my job, only it's a
6better one. Still have my war bride, plus—two married daughters
~~a granddaughter —five room house —automobile—modest bank
fccount—a few war bonds under the mattress—electric refrig-

v P.S. 1 had no rich uncle
erator —radio—ironer, etc.,—home work shop—Company pension & S S
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in the offing (which was started gbout 1912, or long before the
agitators ‘thunk’ it up.) —Free insurance— Additional insurance—
Hospitalization insurance—annual vacation—steady pay—a fecl-

These are the things which I have received from the Company in
exchange for my humble efforts. These are the things which I have
received through the continued faith of our customers in our Com-
pany’s products and in the integrity of its Management and em-

The Company has faith in me and I have faith in the Company.
I am not yet dumb enough to belicve that we can receive some-
thing for nothing. If we do, it can only be at the expense of some-

I have no time or sympathy for “those who unfairly attack Gen-
eral Electric—or seck to damage the good name it tries so hard
to deserve—and, by so doing, rob men of their jobs and futures.”

I asked for a job and it was given to me. If I am dissatisfied, I am
free to lcave at any time. I am not working in a slave camp.

I believe that “Those who rise to the Gompany’s defense—who
reputation—make
jobs better and steadier not just at General Electric, but in every
community where the Company buys, or makes,

By preserving the Company’s future, 1 am merely preserving my
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E. C. PerersoN
Waresouse Sur'r.

or sells products.”

-



