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woh American And
Officials
cnfer On Crisis
sed By Russio

o0, June 28
wan and  British officials
i today at the British for-
diice on the Zrisis caused by
of the Soviet Union to
the western powers out of

‘g undersecretary of army
praper and British for-
weretary Ernest Bevin met
walererce arranged by U, 8.
Jor Lewis Douglas. Drap-
aaed here en route to Berlin
s personal ‘nspection of the
wn. He is to continue to
German capital tonight.

st 18 accompanied by Gen.
Wedemeyer, director of
sd operations of the U. 8,
at of army.

glas spent most of the day
g forelgn office in consulta.
sith British experts on the
over Berlin,

wrelgn  office spokesman in
dng the conference said
pritish government is “in con-
touch” with American and
officials regarding the situ-

spokesman indicated the
sce would explore pozsible
the western powers could
to meet the Russian chal
I the German capital. A
three-power note to Russia
#en a5 2 “possibility” but no
bave bezn taken yet to send
8 wote,

spokesman sald the emerg-
anference, called soon after
s arrival from Washington,
follow morning talks by
with Sir William Strang,
undersecretary of state
German  affairs, which also
beld ai the foreign office.
British spokesman used his
noon press conference te
that Britain is determined
) in Berlin. He pointed out
teflain  German newspapers
publish the full foreign of-
Satement of Saturday on that

Satement was very
‘the spokesman sald, “and
% 80 possible doubt of our

on to remain M Ber.

Anglo-American conference
¥ British publie opinion ap-
to be almost unanimously
that the wesiern pow-
Matly “call” Russia's houd in

view here, apparently sup-

by American public opinjon,

stiffened the back of diplo-

lsst week were admit-

. y the possibility that
Marn To Page Three)

Vet's Funeral
Afternoon

body of T/5 Truman F.
who was killed in
in the invasion of Luzon in
i scheduled to arive in Deca-
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(UP)— High,

'S. And British
fficials Confer
n Berlin Crisis

Crack Appeors In
Russian Blockade
As Barges Carrying
Food Reack Berlin

Berlin, June 28~ (UP)—A crack
appeared in the Russian blockade
of Beriin today as British auth-
orities announced that 10 barges
carrying food and freight from
western Germany reached the Ger.
man capital

8Several more barges have been
allowed to cross the bhorder of the
Soviet zone enroute to Berlin the
British authorities said. These
were the first to cross the horder
since the Russians closed the
boundary to all surface traffic
to Berlin from the west on June
10 after announcement of currency
reform in the western zone

It was not clear yet whether the
Russian barricade against western
supplies for the American British
and French establishments in Ber
lin and for the 2,500,000 Germans
in the capital who depend upon the
western powers for food would
be relaxed entirely

British said returned water-borne
freight traffic to Berlin to “nor
mal,” came as the U. 8. and Bri
tain used great fleets of trans
port planes to fly a doubled ton-
nage of supplies into the German
capital, and imposed a stiff ra
tion system to stave off the threat
of starvation as a result of the
Russian blockade

Barlier today there had been a
fairly. serfous riot ameng thou
sands of Cermans waliting before
the Russian central currency
change office in the Soviet sector
of Berlin to exchange old marks
for new under the Soviet currency
reform scheme

ex

form from which the current Ber
lin crisis stemmed, the rlot
the first violence of any
quence here gince the Russians
uncorked their full dress effort
to drive out the western powers

The ovthreak came as the west
ern allies were buckling down to
the job of blocking the Scviet
ouster scheme. A stiffencd atti
tude was in contrast with talk in
high quarters last week that the
Americans, British and French
might have get out of
blockaded «ity

A ramor sprang up that all ex
change in the Soviet sector was to
pe discontinued. The crowd surg
od forward and smashed through
a fence in the area adjoining Rus-
slan barracks

German police said there was no
Russian interference. They said
they finally were able to estab

(Turn To Page Siv)

Tifo Reid_ 0ul0f
Communist Party

Yugoslavia Leader
Purged By Russia

Prague, June 28 (UP) ‘
read Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia
out of the Communist party today
on grounds that he has been play
Ing too close ‘o western imperial
“‘: communique published in the
Communist newspaper Rude Pravo
here revealed that Yugoslay Com-
munists were purged from the
coninform (the Communist infor-
mation bureau) at a secret meet-
ing held in Romania in June

It charged Tito and his support-
ers in the Yugoslay government
with almost every erime in the
Communist book ranging from
trotskyism and anl:.“u\;:»-li:.:\"l‘:
“ineptness” and “false demag«

It said blunt!

eserted
::.1:( 'd to curry favor with im-

By n':'..-nnn- the communique
the Yugoslav Communist
od itself “outside the
protherly Communist
e the United Com-
and thus also out-
of the inforfnation

conse

o the

Russia

y that the Yugoslav
“internationalist

said.
party
family of
parties, outsid
front.
the ranks

i

i

:

The barge movements, which the |
| for the maintenance of the life of

!
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Brifish Send
1,000 Troops
To Waterfront

Wildcat. Strike On
Lgndon Waterfront
Ties Up Supplies

London, June 28. (UP)
British government declared a state
of emergency today and sent more
than 1,000 troops into the strike-
bound London waterfront to save
the nation's already meager food
rations,

Prime Minister Clement R. Attlee
told the house of commons that the
government had decided to assume
extraordinary powers under the
1920 emergency powers act, as the
strike spread from London to Liv-
Britain's largect port, with
no settlement in sight

Attlee sald an urgent message
had beer sent to King George VI, on
a roysl tour of Scotland,s advising
him to issue a proclamation of a
state of wn‘nrm-m-v.

“A privy councll will be held
for that purpose later today,” Attlee
said.

“Thereafter orders in council will
he made giving powers to the gov-
ernment to do all necessary, both
by deployment of service person-
nel wherever required for mainte
nance of essential food supplies,
and by requisitioning equipment

erpool

the community.”

As Attlee spoke in commons,
more than 1,000 army and royal
air force men, with a sprinkling of
navy engineers 1o operale cranes,
already were at work unloading
meat ships tied up in the port of
London.

More than other Army,
Navy and Air Force men were
standing by for orders which would
set them to unloading others of the
wildeat strike, which workers have
continued in defiance of appeals
by the government and their union

5,000

leaders
Attlee said in commons that labor
minister George isaacs, now at a

Touched off by the currency re-| gupn Francisco conference, will re-

turn by air to Londen to deal with

Was | the strike

Confinuing Probe
Of Train Accident

Riley Still Unable
To Relate Details

David Riley, 64, of Bradenton,
Fla.. was in a semiconscious con-
dition at Adams county memorial
hospital today, after being found
along the Pennsylvania railroad
tracks between Berne and Ge
neva Saturday morning, where he
claims to have been pushed from
a northbound train earlier.

Sheriff Herman Bowman, who
has been investigating the case,
disclosed that he has been unable
to get a coherent story from the
infured man. At one time Riley
said he had met a woman in Cin-
cinnati and the two had boarded
the train. He also claims to have
been robbed: his empty billfold
was found along the track.

Riley told the sheriff that the
woman's name was “Smith” and
that her first name might have
been “Zella.” Riley was consclous
at intervals yesterday, and at one
time said that he did not remem-
ber telling the sheriff about any
woman.

Sherift Mowman will question
the man again as soon as physi
clans give their approval. Riley’s
relatives in Florida have been
notified of the mishap.

In addition to the sheriff’s of-
fice, Pennsylvania railroad detec-
tives are investigating the circum-
stances of Rlley's accident.

Catholic Hich Band
Concert On Tuesday

The Decsatur Catholic high school
hand. under the direction of E H
Stodden, Fort Wayne musician
pand director, will give its second
public concert at the ramp on Lib-
erty Way Tuesday night at 8
o'clock, it was announced today.

Thomumiilhomoﬂoll
series given this summer Sy bands
trom both local high schools. The
concerts are spongored by the
schoois and the Decatur Chamber
of Commerce The public is invited
to attend.

Thel:

-
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HERE'S ONE of the few incidents that occurred when
Frankfurt, Germany, turned up to exchange Reichmarks for Deutsche

Marks during the currency reforms institvled by the Allies,
men are keeping a few angry persons in check.

Scuffle During Money Exchange

citizens in

Police-
On the whole, the

turning in of old money for new to combat inflation was orderly.

Official Returns On
School Merger Filed

French And Berne
Schoois To Merge

EY Graber, French township
trustee and by virtue of his office,
chairman of the Freach township
canvassing board for the schoal
election held )ast Friday, filed the
official resnits of the school merg-
er election with county clerk Ed

Jaberg, Saturday noon. making
the action of the voters official
and final

The official count was the same
as the unofficial count, 174 for and
99 against. The election was the
final step before the schools of
French township are merged with
the schools of the town of Berne
at Berne.

The merger actually will take
place next S:pn-mher but a new
schobl board will be named in the
next few weeks, it was learned.
The Berne town council will name
two board members; the French
township trustee will serve by
virtue of his office; the French
advisory board will elect a mem-
ber, and these four members will
elect a fifth member.

Present plans call for the erec-
tion of a temporary building on
the school property at Berne to
take care of additional students
and as soon as possible an addi-
tion will be built to the present
Berne school.

The merger plans started sev-
eral months ago, by adoption of
merger resolutions by officials of

both school units. No election
was necessary in Berne, because

po remonstrance was filed. How-

(Turn Toe Page Twe)

Close Democrat Office
At 1 P.M. Saturdays

Efiective next Saturcay arter
noon, July 3, the Daily Democrat
office will close at 1 c’clock each
fSaturday. The early closing hour
will be effective during July and
August, Saturday Issues of the
Democrat may be obtained at el
ther Decatur newsstand or at the
Democrat. office until 1 o'clock.

The change in hours 1s effective
only in the business office and the
Saturday issue will be published at
12 o'clock noon, as has been cus-
tomary for several years.

Confinuing Efforts

To Draft Eisenhower

Bandwagon Rolling
Despite lke Stand

By United Press

With the Democratic
convention just two weeks
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
wartime “wonder man,” was the
man who had everybody wonder
ing today.

The [ke-for-president bandwagon
was rolling merrily along, despite
the general's insistance that he
doesn’'t want to be in the driver's

national
off

seat
Two organizations— Americans
. for Democratic action and vet

erans for Eisenhower—are out to
swing the District of Columbia's
1Zman delegation to him in to
day's Demorcatic primary.

A dvaft-Eisenhower motion
touched off a bedlam of chaers,
whistles and shouts of approval
from Wisconsin Democrats last
night at their state convention in

(Tuia 1o rage 1e1o)

Cost Of Living At All-Time High,

Survey Shqws

By United Press

The cost of living, which reached
an all-time high in May, still is
climbing, a survey showed today.

Meat prices are at an all-time
peak, and meat industry spokes-
men sald there is no hope of a
price break until September at the
earliest.

On the brighier side. fresh vege-
table prices In many areas have
declined recently because of the
seasonal shipment of vegetables to
market.

However, the bureau of labor
statistics at Washington predict-
ed that longer-range seasonal pres-
sures would bring a slow, steady
climb in most food prices until
November,

The bureau also noted that rent
generally is rising.

Price Increases have been an-
nounced or are anticipat mo
mentarily on several basle com-
modities. v

As & result of the wage conces
sions won by John L. Lewis and
his United Mine workers, the cost
of coal Is expected to rise 40 cents
a4 ton or more.

The magazine Steel, trade publi-
cation of the steel industry, said

Costs

HN— - -
{that higher coal costs in turn

Still Climb

would force steel prices up.

The basic price of zluminum
was hiked for the first time in 11
years last week by the Aluminum
Company of America. The com-
pany raised basic prices one cent
per pound to offset a 10 percent
wage increase granted 20,000 work-
ers.
At Canton, O, Timken Roller
Bearing Co. raised prices on rol
ler bearings five percént last week
because of “wage raises and high-
er material costs,” a spokesman

said.
The labor department in its
regular monthly survey reported

last week that the cost of living
on May 15 hit a new high. While
the department had no accurate
figures on copsumer prices since
May 15, indications are that living
costs have continued to rise.

A spokesman for the national
association of retall ment dealers
sald meat prices are expected to
stay high untll September or
October, when cheaper grassfed
cattle moves to market. Prices
normally climb 10 perdont during
the summer because of the ses-

(Turs To Page twp)
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Disclose Terms Of
Marshall Aid Plan

| Begin Signing Of
Bilateral Pacts

Washington, June 28 -(UP)
The state department today dis-
cldsed the “terms” which Mar-
snall plan countries are accept-
ing to Inzure that U, 8. economic
ald to Earope Is not wasted,

The announcement of the
“terms” was expected by diplo-
mats here to signal a fresh com-
munist propoganda blast assall-
ing the multi-billlon dollar Euro-
pean recovery program as “U. 8.
imperialism” and “rule of the
dollar.”

Secretary of state George C
Marshall said the signing of the
bilateral agreements represents
“one more step in  the develop
ment of the program for Euro-
pean recovery.”

Marsha'!l said in a statement
that “the prospect for success of
this great project lies in the de
termination of the people of Eur
ope to work together to achieve
recovery.”

He said continued “cooperation
and effort of the people of the
countries concerned” should Iin-

sure success of the program.
The Marshall plan countries be-
gan signing agreements today In-
corporating the terms. President
Truman today signed the bill
which puts up the foreign ald
maoney.
The conditions were disclosed
of bi'ateral agreements with Ire
land and Ita'y. freland signed
the agreement at Dublin at 7a. m

(CDT.) And Italy was scheduled
to sign at Rome at 1:30 p. m
CDT. Officials said all ugree-

ments are virtually the same. Ire-
land’'s signing is subject to final
ratification by the Dublin parlia-
ment,

In exchange for U
and Ire'and, us other
will, made:

1. Guarantees of a favorable
economic climate for European
recovery-— by adopting necesary

(Turn Te Page Twe)

Two Youths Injured
As Auto Is Wrecked

Two Decatur Lads
Taken To Hospital

John Doan, Jr., son of Mayor and
Mrs. John Dean, and Gene Ziner
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Ziner, are in the Weils county hos

S. ald, Italy
countries

pital suffering from injuries sus
tained when the automobiie in
which they were riding turned

over on its side on a curve on state
road 216 near Bluffton Sunday
afternoon. Two other occupants,
John Thompson, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Thompson, and James
Price, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Price escaped with a few bruises

The four young men had attend-
ed a picnic dinner of the Adams
county Republican committee and
their families at the state forest
and had decided to drive into
Bluffton. The car struck the soft
road shoulder on a curve and
turned over pinsing Ziner and
Doan against the side.

Doan received some serious cuts
and bruises on his arm and body,
and his left foot and leg were
severely twisted. The index finger
of his left hand was broken iIn
two places, and the finger down to
the first joint was torn off. The
flesh " was sewed back, and phy-
gsicians say that, barring infec-
tion, the finger will be saved.

Ziner received several severe
cuts on his left arm and also Is
suffering from shock. Iv is be-
Heved both young men will be hos-
pitalized for several days.

Thompson and Price received
several cuts and bruises, but nel-
ther was, taken to the hospital.
The automobile,, belonging to
Clarence Zher, was dzamaged to
the extent of $500, sccording ‘o

insurance representatives.

with the release here of the text .

Army Expects
Induction Of
Over 225,000

Royall Discloses
Plans Of New Draft
Machinery Today

Washington, June 28—~(UPj} —

The army announced today that
it expects to induct from 225,000
to 260,000 men from July 1 to
June 30, 1949 under the peace-
time draft law.
The draftees, aged 19through
will serve for 21 months,
Inductions probably will
about Sept. 22,

About 30,000 men per month
will be inducted into the army

Secretary of army Kenneth C
Royall gave the figures at & news
conference as he disclosed plans
for the new draft machinery.

The “somewhat limited immedi
ate requirements” of the navy
and air force probably will be fill
ed by voluntary recruits, Royal'
said. The army will get most of
the drafltees.

The program s planned to
bring the army's present strength
of 542,000 up to 790,000 by July 1,
1949 in accordance with the pro
visions of the selective service
act. The law authorizes a maxi
mum strength of 837,000 How
ever. it does not carry appropria
tions for more than 790,000,

The draft act provides for reg-
istration of those 18.through-25
Selective service said local hoards
ovrobably will begin | registration
Aug. 16,

The army expects to get 110,000
eighteen-yearo'd volunteers in
the next vear, Royail said.

These 18.-vearolds may sign up

9r

-

start

for one year active training
These youths can get out of the
21-mionth draft by volunteering

for the one year and then signing
up in the reserve for six years
Draftees Into Army

Chicago, June 28—~ (U'P) Li
Gen. Walton H. Walker, fifth
army commanding general!, pre
dicted today that draftess taken

between now and the end of the

vear will be put into the army
rather than the navy and the air
force

The fifth army embraces most
of the middle western stales
Drafted men in its area will bhe
sworn in and sent to Ft. Riley
Kans., where they will he induct
ed. classified and sent to units

(Turn Toe Page Siv)

Three Are Dead In
Kansas City Affray

Policeman And Two
Negroes Are Killed

Kansas City, Mo, June 28
{(UP)—A routine disturbance call
turned into a mass shooting today
which left one policeman and two
negroes dead, another officer ridd
led with shotgun slugs and a third
negro critically wounded pear the
downtown district.

A terrified eyewitness, Rose
mury Chriswel, said she saw Er
skine Stephenson, 65. negro, shoot
patrolman Floyd Montgomery to
death, and blast Emile Jones
negro, and petrokman Paul War
ringtos with shotzun slugs from
the porch of a midtown apart
ment

Stephenson and his
raine, 27. were found

wife. Lor
o shot to
Aeath Inside the hilding. Stenh
spnaon had heen shot throngh the
head, anparently by a nistgl, while
his wife had been felled by a
shoteun™

The witness, sister of the Injor
od Pmile Jones. said she turned
her hack after the pat-olman fell.
bhet heard additional shots

Jone=. his gjster said had ca'led
the malice af'er. Stephenson had
“eslled us names.”

Erskine Stephenson. first iden-

EVASTATING EARTHQUAKES ROCK JAPAN

Hundreds of Casualties,
Thousands Are Homeless

After Series Of

uakes

West Coast Of Main
Japan Home Island
Rocked By Series

Of Four Earthquakes

Tokyo, Tuesday, June 29— (UP)
— Hundreds of persons were re
ported kille¢ or injured and thow-
sands were homeless today after
a series of four devaststhg
earthquakes hit the west coast of
Honshu, main Japanese home
island.

Unconfirmed reports said that
possibly 100600 persons were
homeless and more than 1,000
killed or injured.

Brig. Gen. C. F. Sams, chief of
the public health and welfare sec-
tion of the U. 8. Sth army, said
preliminary information showed
at least 300 dead.

The U. 8. occupation army
rushed emergency supplies and
medical teams to the quake-stricks
en area

1t. Gen. Robert
ger, U'. 8 S8th army commander,
announced that emergency sup-
plies, doctors, firstald equipment
and communications teams were
on their way to Fukul, a city of
85,000 hit hardest by the temblors.
Fukul is about 200 miles west of
Tokyo.

Fires swept uncontrolled
through Fukul, known as the “silk
center of Japan” The mayor of
the stricken prefecture sent a
radio appeal for help, saying all
houses in the city had collapsed,

Fires already have hurted
through one-third of the city and
still  are spreading, Governor
Oboya said in a radio SOS inter-
cepted by Kyodo news service,

Relief trains were en route
from Tokyo and Osaka to Fukwui,
Toyama and Ishikawa prefectures,
but army officlals feared they may

L. Eichelber-

he wunable to reach the stricken
area because of demaged rail
lines.

The quakes. worst since the dis.
aster in December, 1946 when a
submarine quake-tidal wave killed
approximately 1600 persons on
the eastern shores of the home
is'ands, struck at the dinner hour
last night when most people were
in their homes preparing the eve
ning meal

The main shocks flattened flim-
sy wooden and paper houses,
threw trains off the rails and op-
ened up cracks in the earth

A series of tidal waves followed
the earthquakes but did little
damage

Seismologists  predicted that
damage would comparatively
slight, compared to the 1923 earth-
quake and fire in Tokyo and Yo
kohama, because many cities iIn
the area were demolished In
1329 raids during the war

Early reports, gathered with
Aifficulty because telephone and
electrie service was impaired, in-
dicated that Fukul city was the
hardes: hit

The ministry of communica-
tions in Tokyo was Informed that
Fukul. a city of 52.000 residents,
was “virtually wiped out.” except
for two or three buildings. Sti'l

(Turn To Page Three)

Plan Commission To
Meet Tuesday Night

The Decatur plan commission
will hold a meeting at the city hall
Tuesday night at 8§ o'clock, it has
bheen announced. Plans will be com-
pleted to form a citizens committee
to assist in formulating a zoning
ordinance to present later to the
city council

Legionnaires Vote
For New Officers

Deeatur Legionnaires are voting
this afternoon and tonight for offi-
ers of Adams Post 43 for the
194848 vear Considerable Interest
was heen shown in preelection ae-
tivities. A threeway contest is on
commander, highest office of
the post

The contestants for the comman-
dar's ‘oh are Lawrence Rash, Russ-
ol Weldy and OGllbert Buckey.
Theve also is considerable interest
in the contes' for Aclezates to the
state convention. Eight are to be
chosen from a lst of 20 candidates.

foy

(Tura Te Page Twe)




