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CHRISTIANS WORKING TOGETH-
ER IN THE COMMUNITY
LESSON TEXT 4 Acls
1529

John 17:20-2%;

GOLDEN TEXT: We are laborers l-

gether with Ged -1 Corinthians 3:9

Unity within the Church is God's
plan and purpose, but that does not
mean that gsome mansmade plans
for unity are either seriptural or de-
sirable. There is much pressure be-
ing exerted now to unite the Church
on the basis of a vast ecclesiastical

organization, quite apart from any |

doctrinal or spiritual unity

Such unity was not in our Lord's
mind. He wants spiritual unity, and
in such fellowship the Church will
find its only real bond of united life
and action

L Unity In Spirit (Jobhn 17:20-23).

Here we enter the veritable holy
of holies of Scripture, Facing the
time of His departure and death, the
Lord prayed for those who believed,
or would believe (v. 200 on Him,

What was His prayer? That they
should be one with the Father, with
Him, and with one another. This
had to be accomplished while they |
remained in this wicked world (see |
John 17:15-16) ilow? By the
cleansing and sanctifying work of
the truth

The Word of God—the Bible—is
the instrument used by the Holy
Spirit in this work of sanctification
Small wonder that there is little
holiness and spiritual unity when the
Word has so little opportunity to
touch and to cleanse. Reader, do you
study God's Word?

Such separation to God will resuit
in real spiritual unity between those
of all denominations and creeds. It
is not some artificial thing to be put
on from the outside. It comes from
the heart of man and reaches out
into his life and into the lives of oth- |
ers !

I1. Unity in Action (Acts 15:22.27). |

Satan tried to thwart the mission-
ary efforts of the Church at the very
outset by starting a doctrinal con-
troversy.

Although the first council at Jeru-
salem (Acts 11) had decided that '‘to
the Gentiles also hath God granted
repentunce unto life,” the guestion
did not stay settled, for there were

persistent Judaizing teachers who |
now contended that even though the |

Gentiles could be saved, they had |

to come into the church by way of | s

Judaism and first fulill the Jewish |
rite of circumecision ,

The story of how this vital and fun- |
damental question came u
in the early verses of Acts 13 The
entire future of the gospel ministry
was In a sense dependent on the so-
jution of this problem. Christianity
is the only religious faith in the
world that presents justification by
grace as the way of redemption; all
others follow (more or less) the path
of salvation by works,

The question now was: Shall
works of the law be mingled with
grace? Can Jesus Christ alone save
men, or is salvation through Jesus
Christ plus something else?

How was such & serious question
to be settled? Should argument and
strife be permitted to go on until
the stronger party prevailed? Bet-
ter judgment indicated the desira-
bility of a Christian method of set-

The final decision of the council is
sent not only by Paul and Barnabas,
but alse by a commitiee from Jeru-
salem, a gracious gesture of fellow-

As a matter of record (a wise pro-
cedure in such a case), a letter was
sent which, after addressing the
Gentiles as ‘“brethren,” reviewed
the history of the maiter and then,
without mentioning circumcision at
all, put upon the Gentiles “no great-

er burden than the necessary
things.” And whai were Thowe' |

Those things which relate to purity
of life as those who were enjoying
Christian liberty. The law of Moses
need not be kept as a ground of sal-
wation. They were saved by grace.
But grace can never be the cloak
of carsiess iiving, mor can liberty

is found | _
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1. Whish of the disciples was
the Tirst Christian mariyr?

2 In what chapter s Tousd the
long prayer of the Lovd?

3. In the long prayer of Christ
vwhat was the petition Christ of-
fered for himselt?

4. Why did Christ pray that all

may be one?

5 What was the main contiov-
ersy in Paul's accepting Gemile
Christiane?

Rosbiibiil i bl
'._ ——

1. James, the brother of Jubn.
2. Bt Jahn 17,

2 Glorily *hy son that thy son
may be gloritied ia thee

" 4 That ths woirld may kndw

that thou hast sent me?
5. Circumcision.

forces |

those who participate in the cam-
paign

to the “Christian Cen-
the premier of Japan recemt-
ly Invited missionaries who remain-
ed in Tokyo o his official resi
idence, where he apolcgized for
{their “inconveniences snd unplea-
gant experiences” during the war,
jHe hoped that the misslonaries
| would remain in Japan to assist
in lifting what he zpoke of as the
“severely deteriorated morality” of
jthe Japanese people.

\ecording

Lury,

Marshal Stalin is guacted as say-

ing to Dr. Hewlett Johnson, of
England, wio Interviewed him in
Moscow: “Religion eannot be stop-

ped. Consclence cannot be stilled.
Religion is a matter of conscience
and consciepce s free. Warship
and religion are frer, War convine
ed both Russian church and state
of the other's patriotism.”

The New York Stite Council of
Churches states that thore are
three times more criminals in the
country than college students. Ev-
ery day our country chalks up 60
suicides—a murder every 40 min-
utes —a major crime every 22 gec-
onds! Only one of every twelve
of us aitend church services reg
ularly - and seven of every ejght
childrén quit Sunday school and
ohursh before they are filleen

years old.

Choir, Sunday, 1:30 p. m.
‘) - — - —
Decatur Missionary
Lyle F. Steiner, pastor
§:30 Sunday schon!
10:36 morning worship

GIFTS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS.

Fresh Meats, Staple Groceries,
Fresh Vegetables,

Phone 261
Miller's North End Grocery.

7:39 evening service.

We extend a cordial invitation

glake my life. | do belleve in them
wiith aii my hGeart, mind, =oui, and
strengty. But

! am an unbelever
apread practice of using religion
#s a convenience, It can uever
mean what it i intended to mean
merely by calling upon God when
we are In difficulty,

I am an unbeliever—in the idea |
that religion is only meant to satis-
fy the weak and spineless. Some
mighty biz men have become hig-
ger and have wielded a larger in-
fluence bhecause of the meaning of
religion In their lives.

I am an unbeliever—in the very
prevalent opinfon that “everyone
must look out for himeell.” Sell.
ishness Mas alwaye ruinad man-
kind; selflessness has always o
deemed it. | know a man who flung ||
fiis life into a crue! world not
counting the cost. He redeemed
that world.

1 am s unheliever-~in the com-
monly accepted sotion, eat, drink,
and be merry, lor tonovrow we
die.” It lacks purpase~it has ne-
thing that reaches down into the

is the wide

soul and gives eternal value.

Phone 134 20’W.Jolml
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The Ideal Lunch

Open 24 hours a day.

MEALS, SHORT ORDERS, STEAKS
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413 Winchester Street
Phone 204,
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