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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE
“What does Steven say?” Rue
asked

Angel answered directly and, she
thought, honestly.

“He says the record’s been broken

for some time. Says it was in the
book of records and he'd forgotten
t was broken, Then the question of
his alibi eame up, and he remem.
bered the broken record and realized
that we might find it and believe it
had been intentionally broken; it
would (instead of proving that, if
you heard the piece being played,
Hendrie himself was playing It)
tend to cast doubt upon it. It would
look too pat, in other words, as if he
wanted such a proof. So he took it
out in the garden and hid it. He
confessed to that quite freely,” said
Angel with a thoughtful look.
“Sounded true. Yet — yet suppose
the record wasn't actually broken;
suppose— ook here, Mra. Hatterick,
didn’t you say that he had been play-
ing that particular piece for quite &
long time that day?™

“J—=1 don't remember. I've been
questioned so much about it. Per.
haps | did say so. At any rate, as |
remember it, he did play that partie-
ular piece quite a lot that day. But
it's nothing unusual. 1t’s one of his
favorites”

“I looked at his phonograph. It's
a radio attachment ; and it’s got one
of those automatic things on it, so
he can play several records without
anybody having to change or turn it
on and off, Thus for at least twenty
minutes or so there could be contin-
ued sound of music—piano records
—and actually no one near the pho-
nograph., There would have been
plenty of time for him to leave the
studio, see the girl Julie Garder, in-
duce her to take a drink of some-
thing with the poison in it and re-
turn to the studio, and no one would
be the wiser.”

“But Steven—why should he mur-.
der Julie?™

“He's engaged to Miss Pelham,”
said Angel obliquely. “There’s an-
other thing, Mrs. Hatterick. The
bartender who claims that Julie
Garder came into his place and had
s drink--"

“Yen.”

“We've arrested him, He turned
out to be a fellow that's wanted for
theft. It's the reason why he tried
to evade the whole thing: he didn't
want any sttention from us at all.
It was only a chance remark of his
to the bus boy that led to our ques-
tioning him; he would never have
come forward himself. The last
thing he's inelined to do is be of any
help to us. So far he’s not managed
to remember who came into the res-
taurant with the girl. But I think
he will remember--soon. We have
ways of sharpening memory,” said
Angel simply.

“He—he said she was alone.”

“Would she have ordered & cock-
tail, poured it into o paim and
ordered another, if she'd been alone?
No, the way we figure is she went
there with somebody who insisted on
her having & drink. She said all
right, just to be agreeable; you—
and the nurses who knew her—insist
she never drank, Well, then she
watched her chance and mrd the
cocktsil into the plant st elbow.
The second cocktail she deank; per-
haps her companion actually went
to the bar to get it and put poison in
it on the way to the table. We've
ascerinined that there was no wait.
er at that hour; it's &
8o far the bartender has
nothing of the kind; but it sounds

place. | ther.
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And when the little Funk slipped
—sideways, seared.looking, none too
clean—into the room, Angel said:
“Show her the chart.”

“Chart!” eried Rue.

“It was in the maid’s room,
erumpled up in the wastebasket as
if she'd torn it off. Lord knows why.
Perhaps she recognized its impor-
tance and tried, thus, to preserve it;
perhaps she tossed it there mn!{
because it was crumpled. We'll
never know.”

She took the sheet of paper; it
was the usual printed form with a
few entries in Julie's small, round
handwriting. It was probably the
last sheet on the pad. date was
November ninth, the exact date of
Crystal's death.

“You recognize it?" said Angel.
Rue nodded.

“Read the entries.”

She was already reading ; search.
ing for the thing that chart must

disclose.
But there was nothing of any sig-
nificance at all on the rt. It was

all regular, nothing unusual. Meals
as usual, two visits from Andy duly
noted, one at eleven in the morning
and another about six in the eve.
ning, temperature slightly below
normal, pulse perfectly normal, no
special orders. Perhaps that was it.

;!lnd something, Mrs, Hatter.
ek ?™

“N-no,” sald Rue slowly, “unless
it's an omission. She, Mrs. Hatter.
ick, said that her medicine tasted
different; as | remember it she said
(I've told you) that Andy-—Dector
Crittenden that is—had changed her
medicine that day, although she
may have said ‘he must have'
changed it. She may have been re-
ferring only to the taste. Without
certain , 1 mean. Bhe
must have been, because if there'd
been a change in the medicine Julie
would have made & note of it. Julie
was extremely conscientious. She
wouldn't have omitted to note a
change in medicine or orders. And
there is no change noted here.”
After a moment Angel sald: “Is
that all?™
She knew he was disappointed.
As she was herself ; the charts had
loomed so large in the thing; uncon-
sciously she had pinned hope to their
discovery. And for that day — that
tre: important day—there
was nothing.

“Where are the others?™ she said.
Angel's long face lengthened fur-

“Whoever killed the girl, Rachel,
undoubtedly has destroyed them by

tore out that one sheet and threw iV

away?
But Rue had none.
"‘iﬂ.t:‘hﬂb'lhlm-

m “It may
e ooked

adge and went
on.

Rue took a quick step or two after
her, “Madge,” she said. “Do you—
is there something you want?”

The gir! whirled around to face
ber; again Rue had that quick im-
pression of an appeal ; then Madge's
dark eyes became determined and
hard again, and she said: “Noth.
ing” But sdded: “Thank you,
Rue.”

Puzzled, Rue watched her go to-
ward the stairway. It was almost
an overture for peace; yet the in.
stant she'd spoken the child had fro-
ten again, Or was it the sound of
Alicia’s voice that had done it?

Alicia was in the library; Guy
was there too, and was just leaving,
he told Rue. After he'd gone Alicia
went coolly to the library door,
looked briefly into the Jall and
closed the door. She turned to Rue
then, deliberately and purposefully.

“I'm glad you've come down,” she
sald, looking straight into Rue’s
eyes with her own bright, jewellike
gaze. “I want to talk to you, I think
we'd better have a cier understand-
i You u‘ L® - .

ve Rue no chance to reply.
She 'Sod directly toward her, so
close that the faint scent of gar.
denias drifted to Rue, and she could
see the quick pulse beating in
Alicia’s creamy, soft throat — only
faintly lined. She said:

“There's something you ought to
know, However this thing turns
out, Brule loves me and I love him,

it will take more than you to
come between us. Do you under-
stand that?”

Rue looked back at her, noting

“Nothing.,” sald

betrayed Alicia’s real feelings when
Alicia’s voice was quite cool and
controlied!

reasonable, Well, her companion
could have beea Steven Hendrie

now,” he said. “Do you have any
idea, Mrs. Hatterick, why Rachel
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