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CHAPTER TWENTY.TWO
At two o'clock exactly polin ar-

rived

still there at nine that night when
Kue had that unexpected interview
with Alicia.

Each witness, that day, had been
questioned separately and at length.
Rue spent two long hours in the din.
ing room, where a constant bom.
bardment of questions was hurled |
at her

r. vy let her go at last, unutterably |

ired, her very knees unsteady, her | Beyle's own admission about Crys-

*- ad and eyes aching. But they had |
not arrested her. They had only
shown her the teacup with her own
fingerprints on it; had only de-
manded over and over again what
she knew of poisons, what Julie had
known of Crystal's death, why Julie |
had come to see her. How long she
had known Brule, and why they had
married so soon after Crystal’s
ieath, and how long they had
planned that marriage. And, lnb

and again, details of 'Caal
death. What had Julle her

had Julie told her anything !hry]

hadn't known about
death?

She didn't tell what Julie bad
said: didn't say te them: She told

me there was something | knew of

Crystal’s |

. Crystal’s death—but | don’t kmow

Julie was wrong,

If enly she knew what Julie had
meant and could tell them!

The little man called Funk, who
had first come to question her, was
present too. He apparently was ob-
sessed with only one thing and that
was the green on what he called the
“deceased” hands. He kept inquir-
ing, Had the deceased worn gloves?
No? Well, had there been any kind
of stain—not necessarily green but
any color on the hands of the de-
ceased? No? Well, did Mrs. Hat.
terick know what caused the green

n the deceased hands? Oh, Mrs.
Hatterick didn't,

The thought of it was as always
a little bizarre, a little frightening.

They had questioned no one else
o long and so persistently. Yet in
all that questioning they made only

ne or two perfunctory inquiries

about the powder in the glass:
Brule had told them, as he said he
was going to do. Could they con.
sider it & ruse to suggest her own
inn '('l’r"l‘.

She encountered Alicia at the
door of the small guest room, beside
Brule's study.

Alicia was at the door of that
study, her lovely hand on the door-
knob as if she were just leaving it.
She paused and looked at Rue.

Alicia’s bright grey eyes flickered

n- N down the length of the narrow
11 and toward the empty stairway
nnd back to Rue.

“Wait, Rue,” she mid.
tl‘ty arrested you?”

“No,” said Rue and opened the
door to the guest room,

“Look here,” said Alicia suddenly.
“Why don't you confess and have
done with it?™

I can't talk to her, thought Rue
and entered her room. Alicia's
white hand shot out, ama
strong and wiry, and gripped

wrist,
“So you won't reply,” she said
this,
It's

“Very well. But understand
i'm staying here, you know.

my right to stay here, it's myp
right,” said Alicia slowly. “Because
Brule really wanted me to marry
him. He asked me to marry him,
He only married you because he
knew Crystal had been murdered.
He knew that sooner or later the
truth would come out. He thought
if he married you it would divert
any pocsible suspicion from me
Now"-—she relinquished Rue’s wrist
and stood looking at her with bright,

“Have

sgain and began another
round of questioning. They were

m do you understand
your place is here? Just

tection from Brule?™

The really dreadful ﬁw
it was that

It coincided in the most

what Andy had told her, ll
tmlo‘ letely with

ng with Brule; 'hhth
She was trembling when ‘ vhdo delm of er mar-

{riage. It fitted perfectly,
tal's death.

ately:

| covered ?”

“I don't— Because there
be talk—"

“Do you mean that you
| How did you know?
had & hard bright glaze.

cool brutality, “that you can't
on Brule's protection.”

door,
faction in that

regretted too late,

given Andy; if it had been »

protect Alicia in caze the truth
out, then they would have told

some such story.
tect Alicia?

Crystal was murdered?
That night she locked the

and the inquest.

“Miss Garder's
ately followed the opening of
inquiry into the death of
person about a year
“Whose death? sai
knowing full well.

who is present.”

watchful triumph in her qu—“n

st what
you can expect in the way of pro-

ue knew Alicia’s state.
| ment to have elements of truth,

way with what she knew and with

After & moment she said deliber-
“Why would you have been: sus-

pected—if you had been Brule's
!vnfevhm(‘rytdllmn‘ormdh

Alicia blinked, opened her mouth,
closed it, owud it again and said:

Alicia had recovered: her eyes

“How could we fail to suspect it?
You see now,” repeated Alicis with

Rue said slowly: “Nevertheless 1
am Brule's wife.” She closed the

It gave her the last word, and
| there was a small element of

Andy hadn't been right in his
surmise that a quarrel with Alicia,
had accounted
for Brule's marriage to Rue.
in all probability that had been the
answer Alicia or Brule himself had

tion of Crystal's murder, and Alicia
and Brule both hoping to keep it a
secret, taking so drastic a step to
(if they had to tell him anything)

But why was it necessary to pro-

And why had they been so certain

Morning came slowly. Morning

It was, however, extraordinarily
brief. Mainly it was & résumé of the

death immedi-
snother

,"” he said.
the coroner,

“That of Mrs. Crysta! Hatterick.
The. first wife of Doctor Hatterick,

“What brought about this in.

«17?"
“A series of typewritten letters
addressed to the police and to the

district 0
:goyon hntboumm?"
'W:ll{uﬂ“-ﬂmnb
jury?”
He unfolded s sheet A
.z'"lo “was ad-
dressed to chief of police. It
reads as follows: ‘This is to ecall

your attention to the death a

!

GLASS SLI PPER”

MIGNON G. EBERHART ~

much

dove-

woulu
knew

count

satis-

But

ques-

came
Andy

door.

police

gether
“About eleven or twelve alto-
gother.”

“Do you know who wrote the let-
tens?”
“So funh.nhunmbhw

“And you have undertaken police
inquiry into the death of Mrs. Crys-
ul llum\d"'

Lt
“A securing an o or
hu: an utom was perf
which revealed resence of a
poisonous drug in ML' quantity.”

“Your conclusion is that it was »
vioient death?”

“Yes. Certainly.”

“You performed an sutopsy don
upon lho body of Juliet Garder?”

“Yen

“And the results in that case were
what?"

“The of a poisonous drug
bﬁl’ quantity was also discov-

when she died that it was murder? """

“Has the laboratory completed its
finding» ™

“Not yet; tests to determine the
exact smly-u of the specimens are
in progress.”
“But you have definitely deter.
mined that there was poison found
in both bodies?™
DIY" "
“That is all.”
The conclusion was foregone
There were a few questions designed
to show that suicide was not a likely
theory; this was readily accom.
plished by the coromer’s emphasiz-
ing of the fact that Julie's death had
almost immediately followed the
opening of police inquiry into Crys-
tal's death,
Rue was brought briefly to the
stand in this connection.
“Mrs. Hatterick — before your
marriage to Doctor Brule Hatterick
you were a nurse?

“Yes.”
“You were one of the nurses who
took care of the first Mra. Hatterick
during her illness?”

“Yes.”
“You were, in fact, with her at
the time of her death?”
“Yer."
“Was there anything unusual
about her death ¥
“No. That is, it was unexpected.”
“How was it ugexpected ?”
Rue, feeling Guy's blue, humid
gaze, said it was because dwy had
thought she was better.
“But there were no symptoms of
anything ht s natural death,” she
said firml
“I see. ll there any possibility,
Mrs. Hatterick, that your close
friend Juliet Garder, who also
nursed Mrs. Crystal Hatterick, had
any knowledge of her death that
t;: l:.;:n murder?”

i “Will you repeat
that, 'loln
The coroner gave Guy s baleful
and said :

“I'll put it another Dul
h:“b.lb Gu‘n':t;

s rs. Crystal

death?™
'l-lmw“hom
way.”

“Do you remember what you
said?™

“Not the exact words; I'm sure
e a"&‘."&".&“‘"

“Mrs. Ha ever
ttw;m - -
“No.

“Did you ever tell Miss Garder
mwltmym?’

m“‘on.ﬂouo the
she died?” ot
don't know.”

"Yu didn't expect her™

(To be continued)
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