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OPEN SESSION
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CASH LOANS

Automobile - Livestock -
Small Cost

Furniture

Prompt Confidential Service

Borrow $25 to $300—Take up to 20 months to pay

Reduce payments Consolidate debts

Obtain more cash

DECATUR
LOAN & DISCOUNT CO.

Peoples Trust Bldg Decatur, Indiana

KROGER-STORES
Sw. Potatoes - = 31 10¢

Oranges - 25¢
PEACHES - $3.00
SLICED BACON "= 10¢
Smoked Sausage 2 Ib 29¢
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SYNOPSIS
Ten months following the death
of his wife, Crystal, Brule Hatter.
ick, noted surgeon, marries a nurse,
Rue who attended her 't.‘crﬂ
during her fatal illness. For Brute,

it was a marriage of convenlence, |:
not love. He told Rue frankly it | better

was mainly because of his 15.year.
old daughter, Hnd’c. that he
wanted her for his wife. Actually,
Madge resents Rue, It was no easy
matter to step into the shoes of
the socially prominent Crystal and
Rue is unhappy. She has a staunch

friend, however, in Steven Hen- |

drie, well known composer and
semi-invalid step-brother of Crys.
tal. It is the night of Rue's soclal
dedbut. Steven compliments her on
her appearance and then asks, so-
berly: “Little Cinderella, I wonder
~does the glass slipper ever pinch
your little foot?” “No,” she an-
swers, avoiding his eyes. Brule is
delayed and sends his friend and
protege, Dr. Andrew Crittenden, to
escort Rue in his stead. Andy had
attended Crystal in her last ill.
ness. Rue dislikes him, feeling that
he had been too friendly with ths
former Mrs. Hatterick, and feigns
a headache, but he insists that she
accompany him as he has some-
thing to tell her. Andy seems sur.
prised to see Alicia Pelham,
Steven's flancee and Crystal's best
friend, at the opera. Rue begs him
to tell her what is wrong, and he
stuns her with the announcement,
“They say Crystal was murdered!”
Shortly after, they leave the the-
atre and go to a nearby drugstore
where Andy tries to revive Rue
with black coffee.
hears him say that he, too, believes
it was murder. Rue is under sus-
picion. Andy begs her to go away
with him, declaring, “I love you!"

CHAPTER FIVE

“It's true. You've got to believe
it, Rue. There isn't time for—for
talk. Will you come?”

“But—-"

She couldn’t believe him when he
said he loved her, cither; it was &
unexpected, as nightmarishly fan.
tastic just then, as the other incred-
ible things he had said. It was as if
it all blurred together, dreadfully
confusing her.

“I've got it planned,” Andy con.
tinued. “We'll go back to the house
and get some clothes for you;
there'll be time. Then we'll take &
midnight train north. Canada, I
suppose . . ."

She simply couldn't sit there
?umly and listen to so mad and

antastic a plan.

“Andy, don't. This — this ijen't
{ msible: I'm not going with you.

've done nothing. Crystai wamm't
murdered. | was her nurse. 1 know

“l was her doctor,” said Andy,

“But you said nothing. You didn't
notify the police: you didn't ques-
tion. Yeu signed the certificate; you
didn't even seem surprised. You—
yeu accepted it. If you knew it was
murder—"

“I didn't know then,” said Andy.
“I do know now.”

“How do you know? You ean't
know. And if she wasg—-" Her
throat closed.

Andy looked ashen.

“I can't tell you, Rue. Tsn't it
enough to convince you of my sin-
cerity when [ tell you that I'm—
viving up everything I've worked
to make secure? My profession, all
my connections. I'll give it up glad-
ly to take you away.

“You can't do that. And an A
I am not going with you. What t
have you to suppose—"'

“To lupponr{w would go swa
with me? No right. Except that
love you, whether you believ: me or
r.n(...nnd 1 want to save you. That's

In a daze she |

“But you must tell me. Tell me
everything you know, I've got to
know ™

he re , “1 enn't tell you every-
Bime thore’ 1 know, But

an ¥ :
i1 At
You see, when
— "':...i'&:t
mend; you
“Yes. 1 didn't expeet her death
gt thep. But it seemed
was nothing —
|could she have
There was no way.

| poison

“So the police say. It had to be
that.”

9» you mean they've found pol.
son?"

“No. They have to get Brule's
consent to make a2 exhumation.

But he'll have to give it. Otherwise
it would Jook for Mim. After
all, he inherited of Crystal's

. But it Was poi-
son.

were no -
remem r'bmme.llumlhn!
night snd said she was worse, |
couldn’t believe it; she'd seemed so
well. And I got there just after she
died. You suid sh*'d gone into »
coma; you sald that over the tele-
phone. I remember that. And I told
you to eall Brule, and the deuce
with professions! ethics about a doe-
mt uundilw ng hs own family,

couldn't do anything. She died with-
out returning to consciousness at
sl It was eleven o'clock. 1
thought she was in & natural sleep
until I took her pulse for my chart.
She was dead when you arrived.
She died naturally; she couldn't
have been—murdered,” whispered
Rue all at once, as if it was & word
she could not speak sloud.

“I thought it was naturs] then,”
said Andy

i B . e
you v it
—" Again & wave D
disbelief eame ‘over her, m
“It isn't true! It can’t be!”
“It is, Rue. I'm as sure of it
85— Listen. Tonight when the
police said—it's & crazy
:».;

“You've got to belleve me, Rue,” |

“Yes. And I called Brule. But we | di

death—and the manner of it. Let
ters that sald she'd been murdered
S0 they looked up the records ane
found 1 was the attending physi
clan and had signed the death cer
tifleate. And they came to questior
me, They'd already talked to othe
people, too; had inquired into the
elreamstances of Crystal's life - ho
pelations with her family, every
th

'-"".n, the main point of evidenes

[wis that one of the servants ha
Row [told them that she was definitely
?ibetter and that everyone was sur

sudden

prised when she took »

“I am Brule's wife,” sald Rue. “I can't go away with you.”

symptoms of anything. She—was it!turn for the worse and died. 1 wa

[ suzprised when she died that night
{ but Brule—Brule wasn't, Naturally
I reproached myself; I didn't know
where or how I'd made a mistake
but I reproached myself bitterly foy
not handling the case right, My
patient died, and she was Brule's
wife. And Brule's been
to me.”

80 was Brule's wife, thought Rue

“I was—horribly upset. You re
member that.”

“Yes, I remember. 1 remembey
that you and Brule talked of it
And that Brule reassured you.”

“Yes, he did, didn't he? He salc
she'd never been strong; had never
had much resistance.”

“Why do you think she was mur
dered?”

“Because—because that accounts
for it, Rue. Poison. That accounts
105 .!" death. As nothing else eve

s0 muck

“You were not satisfled then tha'
her death was what Brule said i
was"”

“No,” admitted Andy,

“T accused myself of everything:
I told myself that I had !c:ymys«:!
be swayed by Brule's diagnosis
when I ought to have sought further
myself. Oh, don't misunderstand
me: I'm not trying to alibi myself:
I'm not blaming Brule. And God
knows I didn't suspect murder. e
I've always let Brule influence me;
he’s done so'much for me, I owe him
loyalty.”
* “Iam Brule’s wife,” sald Rue. *1
can't go sway with you. And-—and
even if this is true, if Cryzal wis
murdered, I still can't go. 1 didn't
murder her.”

thing, said ‘d
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THIMBLE THEATER

Now Showing “STRAIGHT FROM THE SHOULDER”

(To be continued)
Conmzight by Mizeon O Eieshart ;
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