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was on October 20.”

Hugh North mentally underlined
the date them asked, “J] suppose
you've kept these garters?”

“Right-0,” Clive nodded. “Come
along. They're in & chest off the
laboratory.”

As they went out North's eye
sought a calendar showing the dete

eoDls as November 18. Um. And Wolff,
ot presumably, had disappeared to his
. death on October 20,
Hung on a row of pégs in & steel
locker were over twenty identical
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April ¢

€a “Powder, |

garters—black with a red rosette!
“Mind if I handle a few of them?”
"Hl\f[s yourse "

AYE RS

It was Kilgour who replied. “I
fancy Hugh's going to attempt to
make an analysis of burnt powder
on the fabrie. Right?"

“Go to the head.” North grinned
as he dropped into a chemical flask
small pleces of charred cloth re.
trieved from the floor of Follons-
bee’s bathroom. He commenced to
shake it gently . ..

For over half an hour North and

beakers, porcelain basing and Bun.
sen burners, The final terts had been
applied and the clocks of the city
were striking nine o'clock when
North said.

Selecting half a dozen at random,
North produced a pocket magnify- |
ing glass from the end of his watch |
chain and scanned the specimens
with intent care

“All made by the same person?”
inguired Kilgour }

“I'd say so-—-weaver's knots on all !
of them.” |

Clive consulted a notebook, ’)N'n'
looked up. “1 say, Captain, could |

vou tell us whether these silly things !

have ever been worn?”
The answer ['d say is ‘yes.'

tic's covering? The black silk fabrie
has been stretched and twisted and
the threads of the material pulled.”
Using a pencil he then indicated a
faint whitish smudge. “Remember,
Bruce?”

Yes. The one in Follonsbee's
ave was like this. What is that whit.
irh stuff?”
shouldn't wonder,
Probably it is dusting powder such
as a woman or & luxury-loving man
might use after a bath,

“I'd suggest, Inspéctor, that this
garter be taken apart.” He selected
one of the most powder-marked gar-
ters. “A vacuum cleaner, carefully

leaned of course beforehand, should
get us enough powder to secure a

jon the lead-topped workbench,

-
See
re where the threads join the elas. '

“Suppose we write our opinions
on the powder separately.”

“Right.”

The two men bent briefly, writing

“I'm anxious,” Clive confessed
heavily, “to see if you gentlemen
agree, What do you say, Spofford?”

“‘Test indicates powder was
manufactured on the Schultz for.
mula,’"” read the chemist, “ ‘prob.
ably by the Pegasus Arms Company
of Mannheim, Germany.' And you,
aptain?”

North read, * ‘Absence of nitrate

indicates either Eley’s “Grand Prix”
or Schulte’s formula. Schulte’s for.
mula is used principally by the
Wotan Wappen Werke and the Pe.
gasus Emall Arms Manufactory,
both of Germany.'”

“Pegasus!” Chief Inspector Clive
snapped his fingers. “That's a good
lead—what is jt7"

“Something happened this after.
noon that you'd better know about.”
Without wasting words Hugh North
then sketched his receipt of Foiions.
bee’s radiogram snd produced a
copy of his reply.

Clive became quietly excited.
“Latitude 34° and longitude 33°7
That wov'd be off Port Said. Might
wire th Admiralty to take s look-
see around there,”

o May sampie to submit for analysis.”

o sharpen

Special attention
sharpening. See

WA N E = i hup;‘ he's around,” North said |
' briskly. “There’s another fittle ,‘-b'

I'd like to talk to him about.* !

300 Lawn Mowers “Right. He's probably next door | Clive, very casually,

Also blacksmitning
electric and acetylene welding

Frank Schmitz
Blacksmith

“I'll see that an analysis is made |
at once. Spofford, our chemist will ‘
be your friend for life. This sort of

ng is

ust his dish.” :

messing with his materials.”

As they went out, the American
" pow bearing the letterhead of the S8
Fort Lucknow, but did not open it.

murder! Hilgour tells me there
wasn’t even the ghost of a finger.

“Beastly nuisance there wasn't '
more evidence in the Follonsber |

“You might, but please don't,”
urged the dark-haired American.
“I'd like to keep the Lyda as a sort
of an ace in the hole, aiways pro-
vided her captain hasn't .mﬂ L
rodent already.” :

North was stripping off his chem. |
ist's apron when he launched st
the question he

our high commissioner there. He is
most apprenhensive because troops
which have been keeping order in
the interior are sailing today for
home. It’s just the chance the Arabs
have been waiting for.” Then he
added

“Well, Captain, have you any
suggestions, any ideas? Lord knows

slow, distinet accents,

I think I'd better become a sort of
successor to Richard Follonsbee, In
fact, I suppose by my radio to the
Lyda I have already done so. Seems

pression. “But | say, Hugh, you
mustn't do that!”

“Remember what happened to
Follonsbee! North mustn't do this,
¢h, Clive?”

“Of course not
reply. “He doesn't know the city, the
people or the ins and outs of a devil.
ish game that has already cost
twenty men their lives, Officially
we've no right to let anyone—a for.
cigner least of all—run such risks *

Captain North smiled to himself,
then addressed his friend. “Bruce
have you ever heard the word ‘vaca.
tion' defined ?”

“1 expect s0.”

“Give the definition.”

“It's & period of time when a man
is free to do what he pleases "

“There's your answer,” he grin.
ned. “You see, I've becomie rather
intrigued by these murders. Arm.
strong seems a sort of challenge. Be.
sides, 1 don't like the idea of & war
in the Near East, just now at any
rate.”

Clive lost some of his doubtful
as “That’'s a very sporting
point of view. But we can’t give you
even the semblanece of official status.
If anything were to happen—wel|—
it would be on your own responsi.
bility "

The American's narrow dark
head inclined. “I quite understand.”
He hesitated. “I've only one request
to make and that is that no one be.
yond you, Kilgour, and your super-

had been burning to ask. “1s & young
lady called Moirs McLeod known w,

pulled from his pocket an envelope | you?”

HMMM}IM'"IIM'-‘
pin Christopber Clive could not have '
boen more startled, “Eh? What
was that? |

“I asked if you know Moira!
Melwod.”

print and that the gun and car.| Infinitely anxicus beeame Chvﬂ:

iors are informed that I'm workiung
with you. it would spoil everything
if it geta out, 80 the secret must be
kept from fellow workers, such as
Miss Meleoa ”
Chief Inspector Clive colored, but
Juickly nodded his assent,
tTo e cuntinued)

Copr g™ b Yam Wk Mases *
Dirtrionie 13 Ring Fen ures Brndioate, lne

we'll co-operate on any reasonable |
busied plan.”
Spelord themamives over North looked up and spoke n |

“The more I think of it, the more |

the likeliest way of contacting other | ;
gunrunners as well as Armstrong.® |
Dismay sprang into Kilgour's ex. |

“Why not?” came the calm query, |

" came the instant |
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