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“SELF MADE GIRL” by Hazel Livingston

SYNOPSIS

sylvania Station in New York wa

s place, but just as she was backing

Linda Perry, youngest of the five | tho longest she'd ever taken. How [toward the door, embarrassed be-
poverty-stricken Perrv's lives with | zxciting it was, and how she re-|cause she was too early, a big, rosy
the family in a small frame houss (kretted having had coffee and|girl in a pale blue smock stenciled
in the country near Philadalphia. | doughnuts at the station, instead of | in double-eagles and stiff, daisy like
She has no idea of social distinc. | Waiting and having it in the diner |flowers in red and black and white,

tions and the heartaches thut will
inevitably be hers when sh% and her

socially prominent friends grow up. |sylvania station and everyone|
The first blow falls whzn anibitious | crowded forward, anxious to be on
! She was
ship between her daughter, Ruth, | the only one who didn’t know where
ishe was going, or why., She was
the only one without a home, and a
job, and friends, She would have
in the background of school affairs, | given almost anything in the world
Linda kr.ows loneliness for the first | to be back again with Claudine snd |

Mrs. Wagner breaks up the friend.

and Linda. Then Linda's best
friend, Constance Scott, i sent
away to private school. At fifteen,

time. But Connie is loyal. During
the summer vacation the two at.

Glenn and Ewverett
linda adores Glenn from the first
After a wonderful summer to-
gether Glenn returns to school
Constance goes abroad with her
mother. It is rumored that the
Scotts are separating. To Linda,
rothing matters except Glean's in- |
frequent letters. Then the Perrys’
real misfortunes begin. The grand.
mother dies, Mrs. Perry breaks her
hip and Linda leaves school to
asurse her. Mr. Perry is killed in
an explosion at the mill. Sick with
worry and drudgery, Linda's only:
relaxation is her friendship with
George Cooke, who wants to
marry her. Glenn McAllister has
not returned, and Linda realizes
she may never see him again. 8o,
following her mother's death, she
becomes engaged to George and
goes to live with her sister, Clau- |
iine. But their cramped living con-
fitions and the knowledge that her |
srother-in-law resents her presence |
makes life miserable Linda

One night, she confides in her sister

that she cannot go through with her

narriage to George. Linda plans
o go to New York and work |
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""" What & way to let
The train ride from Broad

hiladelnhia

atrest

Penn

of the train,
| But when they pulled into Penn

{his way, her heart sank

Chester—and yes—with Junior,

At loact, she knew enough to|
tend a country club dance with/check her bags, and take a little |
McAllister. | time to look the situstion over, It |Wwas in a hurry, exactly.
was & sunny day, not too cold, and |

She beameZ at Linda

after the suitcases were checked
and she was no longer burdened
with them, she actually felt free and
t} led

At noon, after wa'king miles, and
ng miles on Fifth avenue buses,
wey, then the other, she
into a restaurant and feit a
Yorker already
All around her were girls and
gobbling lunches
1 hers, too, and thought
rking. The shoy

ess  men,
She gobble
he'd soon be »

were 8o tempting spring things
eady! Resort lothes, cruise
thes, clothes for the south! What

fun it would be to work in one of

the stores. Pulling her hat sideways, |

at what she felt was a jauntier
she plunged into a store, went
ly from counter to

inter, floor to floor. “No, thank

3. I'm just looking—"
At the big department stores, it
was just the same. She wanted to
shere to put in her application |
. b. but she ne v ,_.,.u.,‘
LT "L
Tomorrow, she thought. Tomeor.
row I'll do it systematically. It's too
iate now, ANYWAY

It was b o'clock, and she was dead
n her feet. She thought, 1'll get
something to eat, and then I'll go
back to the station and get my bags,
and I'll go to the Y. W, and look at
all the papers, and in the morning
I'll really make the rounds.

On West Fifty.Afth, not far from
Fifth avenue, she found Tanya
Tea Room, “Dinner from Thirty.
five Cents.™ It was in the basement
of an old house, and there were two
gay wooden dancing figures o
either side of the red painted base-
and the small, barred

ment door

windows were curtained in sky-blue !

k. It sounded cheap and looked
Boheniian and exeiting, so she went
n

She'd huve left again, in a mo.
ment, for there wasn't » soul in the

came out from the kitchen and
- | shouted, “Wait, I'm coming!
| Towering a head above Linda, she
beamed down upor her jovially
“Now, what ean [ do for you?"

“Why, | thought—" Linda felt
her face reddening, “That is, the
sign said—dinner —"

“Dinner!” the big girl laughed
“Why, of course! You don’t mind
waiting a little, do you? Are you in
a hurry?™

No, Linda couldn't say that she

|

So she waited, sad that was how

“Now what can 1 do for you?”

she got to know Tanya (born Gladys
Schmidt), and got her first job

It was all very simple, and sur.
prising. Tanya, who came from
California, had inherited the tea
room from one Dora Bush, who in-
herited it fre old maid sisters
Dora when they eame
nto some money The old maid

isters had known all about eooking
{and would have done very well if
they hadn't served so many free
meals to people ke Dora, who
meant well, but didn't pay very well
Finally, Dora had gone to work for
them, and had persuaded a Rus.
sian boy friend to help her decorate
it. They'd had a good time doing it
and the effect was pleasing and not
too crude,
| Just about was all
decorated, in the Russian manner,
the sisters came into their money
and presented Dora with the place
to do with it as she pleased, Dora
sent for Gladys, who had always
wanted to run a tea-room
|  And there they were! Dora, who

m twe
wh eft itt

the time .

ikrpt the books when she felt like
{it, Gladys (who called herself Tanya
when she remembered it), and Nola,
the art student, who waited on table
when she felt like it

Tonight Nols didn't feel like it.
At least, she hadn't turned up yet.

“And what do you do?" Gladys
asked Linda, because she saw that
| if she didn't start talking about her-
self she'd notice how long she was
| waiting for her dinner, apd get rest.
less,

Linda explained.

Gladys listened. She noticed that
this poor little Red Riding Hood,
{who didr't even know there was a
depression on, was about the miss.
ing Nela's size. She could wear
Nola's uniform

“How'd you like to work for us,
for a while? she inquired.

(To be continued)
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