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ARyway.” Handsome was his breath. Mike way to be his/
uc y o ¢ o pensien in hi ma.l She'd bardly shut the door of her
y went ap to ish's
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CHAPTER XXX

The famous pitcher sat with his
ad in his hands now, He pald ne
attention to Iris's chatter which
went on and on. Iris aired her griev.
ances to Wish

“He argues about money all the
time. You'd think he earned 350 o
weel instead of a thousa={. I've
£ot to keep up appearances, It was
Ace that made me come along on

Mine were d. lmo.
slumped into & chair. Wish tried
deny his perfidy. “You meant it
the best. But I knew 1
find them again. It was

thing Iris could do to
Wish."
got Nim to bey

he

. I'm
th

the morning o‘amuw
thing over .uul y. As for Iris,
Wish would recommend she be sent

this thip. Goodness kno'.‘ l “h'( “ o N” 'ﬂ w ()

want to!” In the b h
Handsome still ignored her, Iris | AWakened, he at

was near tears. She came over to|%ome’s bed. o Iny wide

Wish appealingly. “Can I help it if awake, his ufder his head.

Handsome's Juck's turned?” He did ot to tufn when Wish
Handsome reated himself out of [ *8% 8P and spoke to

the chair and started toward Ivis :

What do you mean, my luck m‘“‘“”“" Done ™ Wish tried to
gone?” He thrust his hand into his ,',‘“ o him. He would not listen,
pocket and brought out three pen ,A" might just as well release me.
nies “There's my luck, sister! I'm .,MM' A“.“ “i i
Neither you nor anybody can take haven't & thin dime.
them away from me!™ n o

“Your luck! You've lost five

L
Malone's job was to i? an eye
game straight " {on Handsome, He was afraid the

Yes, my luck! And I had it be !mkb" might jump out
fore | ever knew you." JiMO'.u‘_«otn&M.
Iris’s eyes blazed. “I suppose it | It took all Wish's persuasion to
as that redhead ' She jumped up. | Manager Ace Barnes from B
“I know where those pennies came | ing Handsome then and there.

fr

n new. She gave them to you The ris writers had o little
Didn't she? Iris  was standing | private dinner that week for Hand.
close to Handsome | some. It was in Cleveland. One by

“What if she did?" He swayed [one, they stood up and, instead of
back and forth | the usual testimonial speeches, they

Iris was beside herself with fury, | toox u!m apart. And each
She dashed at Handsome, grabbed |ended his little speech: *You are
the pennies from his hand. She/still the grestest pitcher in
rushed to the window and with .'lﬂw’- if you'll behave yourself,
gesture threw them out of that|leave liguor and women alone.”
twenty-fourth floor window, inte Regan took it ke a soldier, He
Washington Boulevard below | was gratelul to them, But he per.

For a moment Handsome was too | tisted in the bellef that he was
stunned to move. Then he rushed to | through, that his juek wes

window. Iris had turned away, | Doctors thumped and X-eayed him.
was laughing at him, For one ter- | They tested and tested. There was
rible moment, Wish thought he was | Absolutesy nothing wrong organical-
going to choke the girl, Handsome 17 with Handsome,
' i there staring at br?:".f'\"'
1 face aflame with her tni-]| 17 youll remember. Handsome
mph. When he finally spoke, his ! was n the beadlines most of the last
¢ wWas quite sober, and he meant | part of the season, snd he was al.
what he said i'q-on the pan. There was talk of
| hate you completely and thor- | o divirce pending hetween him and
ough and | shall never live with!irla. The scanda! of he bills
you again.” That was all. He turned | htought more creditors. of ecourse.
¢ to Wish [ The more debts, the more Handsome
e find those pennies.™ worvied, and the more he drank
H was breathing hard. “If | Owner COrisp was st the end of his |
I'm ked can’t come | rope !
back. Help me. Wish I Une newspaper was running I'
Malone called the night manager 'series “The Rise and ?uloflllndA,

And expained the situstion. Then |some Regan.” ‘

Har and Wish went down to| For three days in succession

the ba m Foor and they watched | Wish had managed to get Handsome

i out onto fout to the stadium after they pgot

) gOt Tash ©.ghts, i hark home. He worked sut obedient.

and ) & leng Ume. Search|ly. He did everything he was told

beiow had been | But he just didn't have it any more

Ha A% Was in a highly | The old curve, which had been the

) burned in his | terror of both leagues for two sea-

fa SONS, was gone . . . disappeared into

Weve g find them. one of | thin air

hem, anyway. We've got “Into & bunch of diamond Lrace.

Har Mo described them over|leta and & bottle of whiskey,” Ace
ar r. They were just ordinary put it

With holes punched in them. |  But that was et entirely so, Wish

Punches through the |felt. The fRap was gone beeause

4 i out “One | Handsome believed it was gone. He

He was like an insane man. Hailf | ssemed content liv ng with Wish. .

n el ned in the search.| Just how Handsome got hold of
For ¢l all adored Handsome. It|Mike's address Wish never found
rs. A guest who was | out, but one evening he disappeared

an engineer tried to

figure out before dinner. He set out to find

just where the pen. | Mike on an evening when she and
fallen [Bob Kenyon were dining out.
night

»

mathematica
ha

3

manager| They'd had a lovely evening, quiet

whispered orders to one of the bell- and cool, for they'd driven across to |
boys. Half an hour later as the des- [ the Jersey shore 8nd dined in the |
perat areh went on, Dick, the |country. The drive back by meon.
head be eried out, "Guess T got | light had been perfect. And Mike,
ne of "e for the first time, had promised Bob

Ha caning oul of the they would be married i the fall.

room wind.w, Reard and rushed | Kenyon was happy and made all

the fr i Dick was | kinds of plans. Thes'd 0 abroad,

s ha &nd Knees in Lhe little land have & house in the country |

Yay & VEhe pavement where | when they got home. And Mike

had found one pent Hand. | agreed. She was quite content. She

e, dropped down beside him, | had definitely made up her mind.

{ " A

nd one. He wan wild | Bob kissed her Td night as they
gratitude. Wish tippad all the | sbt in the car in front n’lor Apart.
for Handsome had no money. | ment bullding and waited until she
Talone said, “Come with me, stay | disappeared into the doorway be.
ght. | want to talk | fors he drove away, singing under

room. | apartment when
went over to the desk and | onp‘l:‘ She od it qu ’.wim
He serutinized the colns. | ing taat mld lorgotten some.

a H

1 on Malone

“REDHEADS ARE LUKY” | |

eame into the apartment and shut
the door behind him. She stared at
him without » ing. Had he been
frinking? Without a word, he swept
her into his arms and held her close
His lips on hers, and she could feel
tears on her cheeks.
“My dear! My dear™ He m.l‘d
n that moment she
{ “n..:'mythlu else in the
except that Handsome had
He let her go for & mo-
so that he could
eyes. He
sofa, and pulled

th]
fifes
5T

i

i
|

;
:
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PPY & moment
you, Skipper. You know
His words, his arms released
flood of suffering, and Mike
then that she would always
Handsome. There was no way
her. Regan tried to explain
he bad married, of the
hich had been his

“I'd never have done it even then,
if 1 hadn't been drinking. You know
that.”

Mike, hiding the constant hurt in
Ber heart, smiled and told him she
believed him. He told Mike about
Ber lucky pennies which were gone,
about how he was probably to
be put out of thejeague in disgrace
He told her he was broke, his career
gone, that he and Iris rui'{ur:u!

Finally, Mike made Handsome
listen to her for a little while. He
sat beside her, his arms around her,
and if her words got too unpleasant,

T
T |

£

gote. | Be kissed her. That did not make

for effective argument on Mike's
part, But she persisted

“You must listen, darling! Every
thing depends on it. This isn't the
end for you. From now on, I'm giv.
ing orders. You're going back te
work. You'll take & salary cut if
they give it o you. Wish wil get
your pay check, give you Just
enough to eat on, and put the rest on
those hills. They've got to be paid.”

Mike continued swiftly:

“You have courage, Handsome
I've seen it. Here's the time to take
this on the chin. You're just a kid
yet. There isn't anything wrong
with your world, except you!” He
drew her into his arms, buried his
face in her hair:

“Nothing wrong in the world,
now, Skipper. | have you back. That
fixes everything.'

All right? Yes, except for Hand
some’s wife. But Mike did not speak
of that,

“You'll work, darling. You'll try

ou'll go to Mr. Crisp, tomorrow. 1
beg of you. You'll ask him to give
you one more chance You'll talk
to Ace.” Handsome listened to her
He accepted everything she said
without @ murmur. She talked for a
long time. It must have been after
two o'clock when she finished

“You must go now, darling. It's
terribly late.”

“May we eat here
night?™ His eyes were pleading

“Yes.” Then he left her

Mike did not attempt sieep. She
bathed, dressed and went out. It
Was early. She decided she'd do her
marketing for their supper. That
would save time tonight. When she
came back with her purchases, it
was still only seven-thirty, the time
she usually arose. She made some
coffee and drank it wondering
where all this was going to end
For the last six hours, she had not
rvrn one thought to Bob! She must

ate him today with some kind of
composure

At the office, they were busy, and
Bob was much preoc cupied. He
asked her to have dinner with him
but she pleaded & headache. At
closing time she leaped into a cab
50 afrald was she that she would be
ate for her meeting with Hand
some. At Thirty.-Fourth street and
Broadway, the newsboys were sell.
m piles of extras. Mike ordered the

to stop. She could see Hand
some's name in five-inch headlines

dinner
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