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CHAPTER XXV

At the house, the Shannons were
all waiting for their guest of honor.
The family and Handsome seemed
to have a good time. He insisted on
taking Mike for a short ride after
the dishes were done.

“Tomorrew night we'll celebrate,
Skipper, Swell dinner, just you and
me, out on Long Island some place!
Kiss me! Feel all right now"

“ YQ’! "

“That's good. Now we'll forget
all our differences.”

In the days to come Mike wond-
ered if they could. ... There was no
grand celebration the next day. At
noon, Handsome found Mike while
she was having a sandwich in the
drug store.

“Look!"™ He handed her a tele.
gram from his father. It urged him
to come home at once. His mother
was seriously ill

“Mike, I should have known when
she didn't come down for the Series
that something was wrong."”

Mike had never seen Handsome so
completely shaken

“I'll take the 3 o'clock plane for
Detroit. Or I may be able to get &
plane to Lansing.” He kissed her
good-bye in the drug store.

“I'7l run. Will write you tonight,
or wire you, darling. I should be
back in a week or ten days.”

But Handsome was not back se
soon. Mike wrote to him every day.
He wrote, now and then. It was ob-
vious from his letters that things
were bad at home. One morning,
carly, long before she was up, a tele-
gram came to the flat in Brookiyn.
Handsome's mother was dead. Mike
sitting there, shivering in the pale
morning light, wept not only for
Handsome but for the woman she
would never know.

That night Mike stayed in town
until nine thirty and telephoned
Handsome in Charlotte. He seemed
pleased to hear her voice. She did
not go on to Charlotte because, when
she suggested it, Handsome said it
WAasS DOt necessary.

The days crept on. Still Hand-
some did not come back to Manhat-
tan. In each letter, there was so
much to do, he hated to leave his
father, etc. But the thing which
finally brought him back into town
was the fact that his hand was both-
ering him again. He had to see the

tor about it at once.
Handsome was due that week end.
Mike was wild with joy. She had a
new coat)’ to wear with her good
suit. And she thought she looked
well. Her mother had made new
curtains for the living room

Thursday, when the final sports

ao

editions were brought in about four
k, Mike noted a dazzling blonde
who smiled out from the front pa

She was very pretty. And sbove the

ture it read: *“It's Handsome's
Car.” Aud the type explained: “So
the Judge Said It Was All Right.”
Mike read the words almost without

realizing what they meant:
Iris Hansen, of the Infernmo
Cafe, was given a traffic ticket

for parking in mid-town yester-
day afternoon. When she ex-
plained that the car was Hand.
some Regan's, ibat she was just

doing an errand for the famous
I er, Magistrate Mellow, a
baseball fan, let dazzling Miss
Hansen go with a warning.

“1f I need extra tickets to next
vear's World's Series, Miss Han-
will you promise to produce
them?” the court asked with a
broad smile.

“Of course, | will,” said lovely
blonde Miss Hansen.

Mike looked for a long time at the
re. It was a lovely conveation-
face, framed in silver fox
“TI've lost him. I know it!" She
eould not put the papess away. They
i stay piled there for all who
wight buy to see. The people around
» hotel who knew Handsome and
Viike were gossiping again. But
Handsome was coming. That would
make everything all right.
I won't give him up. Not without

to

Handsome Larry Regan “"ﬂf

to town as a ring hero.

m-nowmmhwmu
on air . . . in the big money, now!

Handsome tried to

at the hotel at 9:30 p.

be would telephone her.
Iris had faded into unpleasant

memory. Larry's father was

south for the holidays and Hand-

But she couldn't. She was
gling to figure where to raise fun:
for necessary Christmas presents.

Christmas was the iest one
Mike had ever known. If Handsome
could have been there, everything
would have been perfect. He sent
her a leather dressing case with a
fitted pullman case to match in deep
brown leather.

“Have them marked MSR.”
Handsome wrote. “They’ll be swell
for next year.”

His father sent her a pair of
bracelets of gold mesh which had
belonged to his mother, then to his
wife. They were handsome bits of
costume jewelry. Mike was pleased
and touched by that gift. She was
one of the family. She and Mr. Re- |
gan kept up & gay, friendly cor-|
respondence.

Handsome wrote that he was go-
ing in to Miami for New Year's eve.
The holiday meant nothing to Mike
Only a double shift at the hotel.
Usually sbe got through in time to
g0 into Times hen mid-
night sounded. She loved that. At
& quarter to 12, she slipped out of
the hotel alone, hatless, her coat
wrapped about her, ran up to the
Square. She stood a long time listen-
ing to the din and the shouting as
the old year died. . . .

She did not bear from Handsome
in the next two days, Before her
next letter came, the New York
pers showed some on the
ach in Miami . . . with Iris Han-
sen. Mike, of course, was perturbed.
In the middle of January, Carel
Lee called her at the hotel one noon.
“What about lunch? We're going
south and I want to see you before
we leave.” Mike o meet
her for half an hour at & tea room
around the corner.

When Carol had settied her mink
coat, her muff and her handsome
leather purse, she leaned back and
inspected Mike.

“You're thinner and white as »
host.”

“Your imagination!*

Carol shook her head: “If only
somebody would ever tell me | was
getting thinl I've gained nine
pounds
that cook of ours.” Carel leaned
scross the table: “Now, what's all
this about Haudsome?™

e Lghtl” Mike kept resolving . o6

e

some wanted Mike to come with him. began

| heard from Handsome. Mike,

since the season epded! It's |

" “REDHEADS ARE LUCKY” . |

BY VERA BROWN..

Carol scrutinized her face. “You
always ware a close one, Mike, Hut
I like . I'm going to tell you this
for it's worth, 1 had & letter
from Harriet Marvin today. She

Tom are in Miaml, Iris Hansen
and she's boasting openly
is going to marry Handsome."”
sm “Let her boast!”

Carol nodded: “That's what Tom
and Harriet said at first, but Mike
+ + + 1 hate to hurt you, but some-
body's got to tell you . .. he's with
her all the time, morning, noon and
night. They thought it was just one

those {np. until they saw the

:.q'y he's hhor."l (;l.rol shook
finger at i WAYS say
when & man lets & girl drive his

sutomobile, that's love. And she's
driving his new car all over down
‘s just appalied and
Sy
a serious, Carol. I'm sure.
grand to me.” She
Carel about the Christmas
ths letters and ‘phone calis.
ell, he should do something for
you, the way worked to get him
the 1 wouldn't do
for anybody.”

E o o ooves Lg

A s "

“Yes, and he' {.‘“:::‘Vilh.vu‘
m Ay

“
cat. 1 could tell
- ?p&c:o there will be some-
n papers t t
™ ihclon’:. Y S
“Yes, and Ace Barnes will be
furious.”

Mike smiled. “I doubt if Ace will
care just as long as Handsome de-
llvlon ball games.”

t was not until Carol had left h
that Mike began to won; u.:
":.r.tz' That old feeling of danger

]

E

=

A couple of days later the 088ip
10 appear in print. There
were pictures of Iris and Handsome

bieycling, and swimming. Gradual
ly Hu&omo'u letters came, further

and further apart. They were Just
notes these days. Toward the end of
the month, Mike had & note from
Carol. They were in Palm Beach
but the “low-down" on the Iris Han.
sen situation was “terrific,” Carol
explained. “You better get right
down here,” she advised.
Mike was 5o upset that she wired
Handsome that she would telephone
him that night. She put in » long
distance call from the drugstore
down the block from the hotel at
9:30. But Handsome was not in
It had been & week since she had
des-
perate, called Wish Malone's apart-
ment: “Hello.” His cheery familiar
voice gave her instant comfort .
was just thinking of droppi
10 see you tomorrow " Y ore
“May I come up tonight, Wish?
I have to see you.” The sound of
her voice told him how worried she
was. She hurried to his apartment.
When she came in, he was startied
at the frozen look in her eyes.
“You haven't had anything to eat,
have you!™ He took her coat and
hat and pushed her into a chair be-
side the fireplace.
“Wish, I'm scared!” teeth
were chattering. e
“What do you mean ™
_ “Hondsov:o. I've know for a Ion1
time something was wro -
wouldn't admit it.” "y
“Now that's » funny thing. 1
meant to see you a couple of days
ago. I got a letter from Handsome
:‘i :.; qu."i Soncbod‘y tried to tell
08 got money for being en-
gaged to him, and they mmo'd me
and Crisp of fixing the deal. Ever
hear :nythlng like that?™
ike was speechless. “W
tell such an absurd Jie?” wal
H.aguno did not explain it was
Mrs. Crisp, who had told a friend
who told somebody else, so that the
garbled account of what had ha
pened that day in Crisp's office rl-
the spring got arcund to Regan.
“1 wrote back and told him he was
erazr.” Wish shook his head. 1
don't like this Iris dame. She's al

Ways got an Argentine ha
sround her.” ey

(To be continued)

“What1” Mike was honestly sur-
prised.
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