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CHAPTER XIII

Wish had an appointment down
town and sald he'd drop Jenkins
and the others at the hotel. Back
in the car, Handsome's high spirits
seemed suddenly to have deserted
him, and he was silent, The reaction
had set in

“If 1 could pitch every day, regu-
lar, I'd be all right,” he remarked
finally

Wish smiled grimly: “You'd be
burned out In a month.*™

“I mean about this worry, It's not
knowing when you're going to work
that gets me. Waiting around, hop-
ing, watching the other guys'
arms.”

Mike slipped her arm inside his
and squeezed it, He did not seem to
realize she was there for the mo-
ment, He sat sunk in gloom,

“You need a thick steak. You're
plain hungry,” Mike said,
laybe you're right, | guess 1
am. We'll eat at Bessimer's,”

Mike's eyes held a shadow. There
would be no guiet there. But she
did not protest when they got to the
hotel

Later, when they walked into the
restaurant, it was another triumph.
By the ti Handsome had con-
sumed a bowl of soup, he cheered
up considerably,

“You're right as usual.
hungry
steak, the best in the place!™ He
smiled across the table at Mike, “1'1l
nev be as scared again, 1 admit
I was pretty much keyed up. But I
shouldn't have been. It was in the
bag. From the beginning.”

Before the steak came, the waiter
brought Handsome a note. Mike had
noticed a pretty, blonde girl across
the room who had been trying hard
to attract® Handsome's attention.
Mike had yet to learn that her pres-
ence made absolutely no difference
to the women who admired him.

Casually, Handsome read the slip
of paper. Then he grinned, threw it
over to Mike with, “Women are
nuts!™
Mike was distinctly uncomfort-
able for she knew quite well the
writer of the note was watching.
The note contained the girl's tele-
phone number with a plea to call her
later in the evening. “When you are
free,” e note said. Handsome
ignored the note's existence.

“I was scared when I thought you

th

weren't going to be out there, Mike,”
he o« ied. “But I couldn't lose.™
He reached in his pocket and
planked three pennies on the table.

Il re my lucky pennies. Know
where 1 got em? “ Ke \?‘.m'k hl’l’
head, “They're part of the change

that two dollars you gave me
the night 1 met you.”

Met me?™ Mike was laughing
now, laughing with relief, the
crumpled little note between them,

“Well, wouldn't you ecall it a
n ng Handsome countered.

ee, | punched a hole in 'em. Afraid

I'd lose 'em. So you see I shouldn't
have been nervous. I can’t lose with
the and you watching. Wouldn't
pitch without them in my uniform.”
He leaned across the table and put
)

pennies carefully back in his

'
“You think it's silly

Maybe it is,

b ey're part of the good luck you
brought me, Skipper. I've never
doubted that for a minute. Have
you?™

“No,” said Mike, and her eyes
sparkied with utter and complete
happiness

Handsome did not pitch again
while the team was in town, On the
t of June, New York ieft for its
t western trip and, until Hand-

me had gone, Mike did not realize
what lis going would mean to her.

He had come to be her whole life.
She lived only when she was with
him, or thinking of him. She was
appalled by the force of ber fecling.
She had said good-bye t0 him the
night before he laft town, for the
team was going straight from the
ball park to the railroad station, and
Mike did not want to see him off.

Then she went home to a sleepless
night. The thought of the next fif-
teen days with Handsome away was
more than she could endure. She
tried to argue herself into some

“REDHEADS ARE LUCKY”

BY VERA BROWN

semblance of reasonablencss, but
she was in & panie at the thought
of his belng"-wu from her. No
amount of self-disparagement could
bring her to a sensible view of the
matter, >

“Is it always going to be like
this?

Handsome, however, faced their
first separation with a mingled feel-
ing of annoyance and regret, in
which annoyance was by far the
stronger,

“I wish we could get married
right now. Then you could come
along. I need you. There's no use

in my trying to pitch when you're

Now let "em bring on that |

in ahead of me,” he instructed

ing to need them.” Then he left
gr to her own misgiving

The days with Handsome away
passed more quickly than Mike had
thought possible. Each night going
home, che got the late editions of
the rs to check the day's game
hﬁ‘pn:nrmnu she got up early,
eager for further newspaper re

rts. And for Handsome's letters
Eﬂ)’ came to the hotel. They were
Just notes, told her little, He was
not & good letter writer. But she
was grateful for them, read them
over and over,

Meticuloualy, he remembered to

“They're my lucky pennies,” said Handsome. “Know where 1 got

‘em?” Mike shook her head, puzsled . . .

not in the grand stand. I can't do
it,” he said that last night.

Mike tried to la him out of
such an absurd idea. But Handsome

| persisted: “I talked to Ace today. 1

thought he might send you along.”

“You shouldn't have done that.”

“Well, he wants me to pitch,
doesn't he?™

“Of course. So do 1*
watched his petulant face.
ling, what difference does it make?
You have the lucky pennies.”

Handsome thought for a little.
“Yes, that might work. We'll see."

He was quite solemn about it all.
Mike's beart ached. He wanted her
along, not because he'd miss her.
Not ause he loved her so much.
But because he thought she was
lucky!

She bit her lips to keep back a
sharp retort. 1. was like arguing
with a child. “The lucky pennies
are almost a= goou as 1 nm,” she
continued, hid: vy the hust

“Maybe, but | don't think so.”

However, later in the Shannon
parior, he kissed her good-bye, held
her close in his arms.

“Darling, I'll miss you, too. How
am .l_ going to get along without
you?™

“Marvelously!” She forced her-
self to smile, although she clung to

Mike | ® lot of pa
‘.h‘;:‘l«r.;r.g out

bim desperately. “Think of the
chanee for you ™

“When I come back will you wear |

.y

my ring

“Of course, darling. Now you
must go. It's slmest ecleven and
you've promised to be in early.”
And she gave him all kinds of in-
structions about his food, sieep.
“And write to me, darling.”

“Of course, { will, There won't
be anything else to do evenings. He
gave her a schedule so her letters
could reach him on time at the went-
ern cities. “Be sure you get your

letters mailed early enough to get

send post cards to Jimmie. That
touched her. Even wher

no letter for her, Handsome remem-

bered the sick boy. It was clear
from the notes, however, that Hand

me WwWas pretty 3 %
things. His record on t road wa
& decided disag nt t \

Barnes. The sports w

{ space to Hand 3 “flat

Mik wrol r Y

letters every night, tried to »
him out of his lethargy. But Ha
some could discuss nothing but get.
ting back to New York and to Mike

“There's no use. My luck won't
change until I get back to you. I've
told Ace that”

It was while Handsome was «
of town that first time that Mil
8ot a letter from his mother. With
the arrival of that caref
penned letter, Mike felt for the
first time a security. She was going
to marry Handsome., Something in
the woman's sincers writing

gave
reality to Mike's romance

“He does love me. Why am 1
such a fool?” she wondered as sk
revead the closely written pages

She felt now she knew Hands -
mother well and she spent a lang
time over the answer she sent back
to Mrs. Regan out in Charlotte
Michigan. She could visuslize t
little town, the Regan home, one of
the nicest in the villeg

Mrs. Regan asked Mike to come
out west when the bascball season
was over., Handsome's parcnts had
accepted the girl without guestion,
and Mike was touehed and grateful
She tock out her engnygrment ring
often to look at it. But cven vet, she
did not ouite have the zourage to
put it on. Why she felt e, she could
pot say. Certainly ot tuat cime she
bad no conception of what would
happen when the news was out,

(To be continued)
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