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Falr officials and police
ospiod a little tyke running

down the street, sobbing long
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Robert E. and Edward Roeder of
Lima, Ohip have opened a minla-
ture trapshoot next to the Nib-
lick bulldmg on Monroe street. It
is reputed to be the first one oth
er than that at the New York
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From rellable sources come
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Elzey demonstrated his prow-
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trap-shooting by getting three
“birds” in three attempts.
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CHAPTER XVIll

“To what end?” he was thinking d

ironically.« Yes, the probabilities
were that she would be included in
the haul, No girl as intelligent as
she, could be at this club nightly
without knowing its true character.

Or was she the unsuspecting tool
of Niklas? No, that was impossible.

But the next day he sent her a
magnificent spray of white orchids,
as though to make amends. His card
with a line of apology in French,
and his good wishes, lay in the big
square box awaiting her arrival at
the club.

After a moment's indecision, she
had worn the orchids, They curled
in waxed beauty under her ear.

But before the evening was over,
she removed them, It was as though
something sinister lurked beneath
the flowers.

Now, as she sat in the club eating
her dinner, it was not the donor of
the orchids she was hating, but
Brock Milbank.

The head waiter, Diaz,
round the corner of the palms.

“Madame la Marquise, the door-
keeper informs me there is a gentle-
man to see you, Here is his card. |
informed him that you can not be
disturbed, but he still waits.”

Before even glancing at the card,
Toni sensed that it was Broek,

“Send him in, Diaz,” she said.
“Il see him.”

Best to have it out now,

A somewhat shamefaced Brock
appeared.

“It's awfully decent of you receiv-
ing me, Toni, 1 know I must have
made a nuisance of myself last
night, though I don't remember the
half of it, honest!”

“Sit down.” Her voice was tone-
k’)\,\

“How did you happen to come
here last night?” she demanded. She
asked the question, even though she
doubted he would tell the truth,

“I've been making the rounds for

came

the past week, ever since I hit the) .,

city.” He grinned sheepishly. “Had
a bit of a smack in the eye out West,
y'understand. Jessica leaving me so
suddenly, and all”

Jessica? Dragging her name in
was in atrocious taste, He meant
that he had really cared for Jessica?
But, of course, it was her money!
That was what hurt,

“We quarreled. She's mighty hard
to get along with, Toni, Not half as
sweet as you were, Gosh, I've been
a cad!™

Toni remained silent.

“Things were too stirred up in
San Francisco, the gossip and all.
So I beat it to New York.”

“Just as 1 did" Toni thought,
ironically, “But our manner of
meeting our humiliations was some-
what different, that's all. Brock gets
drunk, while | wear out shoe leather,
job hunting, Now when I've landed
something good, be comes here to
spoil it! But be shan't! 1 won't let
him!"*

Brock was talking again, As Toni
watched his pallid face, his near-set
eyes that avoided looking directly
at her for more than a brief moment
at a time, it came to her with com.

ete wonderment how she had ever

n 8o blind as to think she loved
this weakling.

“I asked the clerk at my hotel
about the liveliest spot in town, You
wouldn’t blame me, Toni, if you
knew what a time I've passed
through. Among others he told me

| jured tone.
| understand how I couldn’t face you,
| Toni, to tell you 1 had to marry her

|
| to face me?
| meant so much more to you than”

|

| This conversation was pure torture

of this club, and so last night 1

“How, .hllﬂn‘ﬂ'."“
the doorman? Only

i B¢ D

Some of his old came

back to him as he : “Oh, 1

pushed in with the There

“I was clean bowled over when 1

?oud you in that fane r‘-au.
ou're sure smart, Tonl. L- you
think we'd make a good team here
in New York? Eh, what?™

“I do not.™ Color flooded her face.
Had his effrontery no limit?

*“Gosh, you look lovely when you're
mad. And I like your new blond
hair, Your jaunt has improved you,
Toni™

Jaunt? Her grief, humiliation,
endless search for work, loneliness
—a jaunt!

“A penny for your thoughts.”

“I was thlnkin' what an astonish-
ing cad you are,” Toni answered in
a level voice.

“Oh, come, now, I know I acted
in & beastly fashion, but I'd been
nagged to death about our engage-
ment, for you know my dad has
been pretty badly pinched finan-
cially, though not as badly as your
father. Still and all, I was fond
of you, old girl"”

“You certainly had a charming
way of showing it.”

“You don't think I wanted to
marry Jessiea, do you ?"—in an in-
“And you can surely

because of our mutual changed fi-
nances, You and I couldn't live on
sentiment, could we?”

“You mean you were too cowardly
o tell me that money

~her lip curled—“what you call
love 1™
“Don't rub it in, old girl. I'm not
bad as you imagine. You'll un-
derstand when I tell you I con-
sidered it the correet thing to marry
Jessica.”

“What on earth do you mean?”

to Toni, Yet, even so, she wanted to
know the reasons for his jilting her,

“You're not such a child that you
don't understand! Come, come.
You've been around.”

She half rose from the table,
trembling from head to foot, “You
dare to tell me that you—Jessica—
while you were engaged to be mar-
ried to me--"

He said quickly, alarmed at her
emotion: “Don't take it so hard,
Toni. You know-—*

“Get out!”

What would have happened be-
tween them had not Niklas ap-
peared at that moment, Toni was
often to wonder,

It was necessary, of course, to
present .z.roct to the nightelub

manner to Niklas, who was bowing
suavely, “I was just saying that
I would like to join the club. y 1
tender my subseription 1"

Niklas naturally complied. Toni
was thankful that he was imme
diately called away.

But it was disturbing to know
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ber of the club.
What was his motive ?—she won-
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lips, “that
the style they've been accustomed
to?”

for the change
If I'd known how things would turn
out—the
horses wouldn't have dragged me
to the altar with that woman.”

than I am, Toni,
them beautifully ”

was going to be a mem-

She was soon to know.
leaned over the table toward
, and sald ingratiatingly: “I'm
o 'l'ul“ tlbn you're h::lnl to
., L were
’m. And why
't we more or less up
the same boat? Be-
it or not—and I admit I've been
've & mighty soft spot in
for you, and I always
't you think we'd be &

A good team? Was this a re-

]

[

g

newed marriage offer?--she won-
dered. A sick feeling swept over
her—part of the old pain, and »
kind of nausea at his effrontery.

She stared at him silently,

The Decatur Democrat Co. ||
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“Ladies must live, you know,” he |

said lightly, “and so must uniucky
chaps like me who find themselves
minus the needfull
of the fi\m in San Francisco, you
see. Jessica’s done the fading-out
act, My father's lost his money.
Here I am. What are we going to
do about it1"”

I was let out

“You mean,” said Toni with dry
ntlemen must live— in

A bold look came into his brown

flecked eyes.

“A bit crude, aren't you? You

wouldn't have said a thing like that
three months ago,
there was some truth to it. Toni
you've—well, hardened.”

even th

ign

She said swiftly, vehemently:
“Thank Heaven for that!”
He bit his lip, for the moment

nonplused.

Then: “I'm afraid I'm responsible
Am I Toni? Egad!
mess they'd

be—wild

“Let’s leave her name out of this,

please.”

“I can see where you don't like

to hear of it, naturally. Toni, ad-
mits she made a play for me?”

His caddishness was so apparent

that the old pain seemed to slip for-
ever from her at that moment. It
was as though she were talking with
a stranger,

“What with my people’s nagging,

as I said before, and--"

She lifted a hand to silence him.
“Oh. I know I'm no good, but if

you knew what I've gone throdgh,
you'd forgive me.”

A pause,

He changed his tack.

“You're in & far better position
Y\’J'\e blu.‘!\d

‘How 507" But she knew what

was coming.

“That clever tarradiddle about

being a French aristocrat. The mar-
quise line! The whole town's talk.
ing about the mysterious beauty, 1
dropped in at my club to lunch with
a friend and he put me wise.”

“And did you put him wise, too 1"
The extraordinary answer came:

“D’you think I'd cut off my nose to
spite my face? That would be a
fool stunt, old girl.”

Before she could put two and two

together, he continued: “There fsn't

any reason, is why I shouldn’
Maem—h?"m VY-

“On what 1"
Blackmail 7—she wondered. His

silence at & price?

(To Be Continued)
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b and up 17, ducks: fancy y
and up 1314, Mu |
ed 910, old 910

Potatoes: Ohilo \
100 1b wlk Oregot ’
Ii'llll.t cobblers $1% { -
long whites $2.60 \ -
cobblers #1565 K !
1.85:: [Miinois $1.60; N
65-1.75.
-y CHICAGO GRAIN CLOSE
Sept. Dec
Wheat * 64%  66% "
Corn R 4% 4
Oats 2 8

LOCAL GRAIN MARKET
BURK ELEVATOR co.
Corrected Aug 1

Prices to be pald tomorro¥®

No. 1 Wheat, 60 lbs. 0

No. 2 Wheat, 68 Iba

Onts, 30 1bha. test

No. 2 Yellow Com

No. 1 Soy Beans

Rye ...

' |

CENTRAL SOYA CO.
No. 1 Soy Beans
|

. A lle,l'}R
Nor#onnm

Eyes Iumln.:s . o.mm F
8:30 to 11:30 12:30 to 50

it

Saturdays, 8:00 B ™
Telephone 138
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