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and how to buy, sell
needs. how to mount and care
mation the amateur collector needs

your copy:

for stamps
Send the

CLIP COUPON HERE

F. M. Kerby, Director, Dept. B-103,
Daily Democrat's Service Bureau,
1013 Thirteenth Street, Washington, D. C.

Enclosed 1s a dime (carefully wrapped) for

“Stamp Collecting
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CITY STATE
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in the fascinating hobby of stamp col

lecting filled with hints and suggestions on how to get the most en
is avallable from our Service Bureau at

It tells how to identify stamps of the various countries
and exchange, what equipment
and contains other
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SYNOPSIS

The grave issue of world war or
peace was in the offing (though
none seemed to realize it) when,
one Fergus, a secret British mes-
genger, was mysteriously assaulted
en route to Sir Ronald Matresser,
who had just returned to his lordly
county estate after another of his
long and mysterious journeys. His
mother, Countess Matilda; his sis-
ter, Lady Ann; and her new com-
panion, Mademoiselle Elisabeth
Stamier, a beautiful Austrian, wel-
comed the handsome young Ma-
tresser scion who recalled seeing
the alluring Elisabeth on one of his
trips abroad. . . . Dr. Andrews and
Matresser, motoring late at night
to the former's surgery to see Fer-
gus, narrowly escape a smashup
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with a speeding auto. ... Fergus in
a semi-conscious state mumbles
something about a young woman
entering the hospital room and
bending over his coat but does not
know that the message he was car-
rying has been stolen.

CHAPTER VIII

Andrews reflected on the question
of who stole the letter.

“The person who attacked him on
the road,” he suggested.

“Impossible,” was the calm reply.
#“The oilcloth and cardboard were
cut through with a pocket knife and
without undue haste. That could not
have been done during & struggle.
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Nothing happened to him in the Inn
where he stopped for water, there-

field of roots.
first to find him and he was brought |
straight here.” |

“Precisely. My household econsists |
of Mrs. Foulds and myself. You|
cannot suspect either of us of pocket |
picking.”

“Granted,” Matresser agreed. |
“Anyone else possess a key to your
surgery?”

“Not a—not a soul,” Andrews de- |
clared. "
“Why the break in your sen-

tence?”

“It’s a queer coincidence but it
ean’t amount to anything,” the doc-|
tor meditated. “It seemed funny at
the time, that's all. You see,” he|
went on, “I always keep my surgvr)"
key in the right hand pocket of my
overcoat. When we reached here to- |
night you saw me fumble about for |
some time. I ultimately discovered |
it in the left hand pocket of my |
coat.” |

“You
borrowed it while you were dining,
eh?”

“I left it in one pocket when I|
gave my things to your butler,” An- |
drews declared obstinately. “It was

at Public Auction
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fect. “We ill let the matter rest
! there for the moment, I think. Don’t |
let the man know that the letter is |
missing and have another look at|
him before you go te bed. I didn't|
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exactly like his appearance but it
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may have been fancy.
ready to take me back now or have |
you any late visits?” {

“Taking you back right away.”

“Do you remember the placo.”'
Matresser asked as soon as they had |
itarted, “where that mysterious ve-
zicle nearly ran into us?’

“I shall never forget it,” answered
Andrews.

“Just stop there for a minute,
then, there’s a good fellow.”

The doctor, who was driving with |
full headlights on, did as he was
asked.

pleasant, well

bowling alleys. Wonderful food! In the “Got a torch?” Matresser in-
= o " . o quired.
One of Albert Pick Hotels M'"d"." Room, Indianapolis” smartest His companion produced one from |
cocktail lounge, you are assured the the pocket of the car. Matresser
200 nooms finest drinks in Indiana. disappeared for several moments,

but when he returned he was smil-
ing.

“Andrews,” he declared as he took
his place in the automeobile, “if I
were to start life again I should
choose to be a detective.”

“\‘\.‘1}‘0”

“I should walk through the world

N

know what a fool T was.”
Matresser let himself into the|
| Great House by the insignificant
side entrance which communicated

“Mademoiselle Hortense has already
the too eager gleam in her eyes. She

“We are her allies.”

in lowlier mood because I should |jjeve me. if
,

whom she mistrusts more than any
other, it is England.”

LLIPS:OP

ORDINARY? |
PENHEIM

| with the gunroom below and his own | the following morning, waited for

private suite of apartments on the Andre

ws who was struggling along

first floor,? He was scarcely sur-|in the rear.

Jprised to find Henry Yates, deeply |
bsorbed in a detective story, wait-

|8
ing up for him.
“Anything special *

his story and laid the volume down.

of an hour ago,” he reported. “They
have established a special private
line between Norwich and here.
They wish to speak to you about it.”

“You can get them,” Matresser
directed.

In five minutes, Matresser found
himself speaking te an office in
Whitehall. The low confidential
voice at the other end was easily
recognizable.

“That’s Lord Matresser?”

“Speaking.”

two with you personally. This is a
| private line upon which we are es-
tablished now. Could you wait for
a few minutes?”

“Certainly,” Matresser replied.

I“I shall await Sir Francis’' conven-
ience.”
‘ There was a brief silence. Matres-
| ser lit a cigarette and leaned back in
his chair. Presently a familiar voice
spoke.

“Matresser ?”

“Speaking.”
|  “I sent you a long letter yester-
day.”
| *“So I understand. Your mes-

fore the first opportunity was while | senger, Fergus, is lying in the local |
he was lying unconscious in that|doetor’s clinic with concussion. He |ing the boat in,”
Humphreys was the | was attacked on the road and the | served.

letter stolen. I have just come from
his bedside.”

“Whereabouis was he attacked ?”

“Within a few miles of here. Can
you send me a copy of the letter?”

“] must consider that. Tell me,
have you or Fergus any ideas about
this theft?”

“At present none.”

“The French are very busy, of
course. Anything stirring in that
direction that you know of 1”

“Nothing.”

There was a groan either of dis-
satisfaction or doubt.

“You won't be leaving the coun-
try without notice?”

“I have only one engagement,”
Matresser replied. “Sandringham
to shoot, dine and sleep on the thir- |
tieth.” |

“I shall be there a few days after. |
We must not clash. Remember that, |
Matresser. There could not be a

|

occupied.”
“I am asking you nothing about |
the letter,” Matresser said. |
“Don't,” the other interrupted.|
“We have just had spocmcatiﬂnsl‘

Still, I|
will go so far as to tell you this. |
As regards Colony Number 7—" I
A thin squeaky voice intervered. |
“The connection is interrupted,” |
it announced. “An attempt is being |

tap the private line.” |

Matresser replaced his receiver.?
He looked thoughtfully across at|
Yates. i

“By-the-by, Henry,” he said, “you |
don’t happen to have come across
her ladyship’s new personal maid? !
Hortense her name is, I think. Bril-
liant eyes—very Parisian.”

Henry Yates smiled.

“I have received a note from the
young lady,” he confided. “She ad-
mits to feeling very lonely here
because none of the other servants
speak French. She asks if a half an
hour’s conversation now and then
would be possible.”

Matresser smiled.

“Go to it, Henry,” he advised.

will give herself away.”
“But what has Mademoiselle to
learn from us?” Yates proceeded.

“France mistrusts everybody,”
Matresser told his secretary as he
rose to his feet, “but just now, be-
there is any nation

Matresser, at the close of the last
partridge drive before luncheon on

Yates gravely marked the page in

“M17B rang up about a quarter

“Sir Francis would like a word or |

“Terribly sorry to have missed a
slice out of the morning, Matres-
ser,” he apologized. “I simply
couldn’t help it.”

“My friend who got into trouble
on his way down was not responsi-
ble, I hope?”

“No, it was an outside patient al-
together,” the doctor continued. “A
{man who brought a small private
| yacht into the harbor last night. He
| seems to have twisted his aukle, and
| pne or two of the crew had cuts and
| bruises. I didn't kmow how serious

it might have been so I felt obliged

[to go. I called in to tell Humphreys
on the way down. I hear you have
had a thundering good morning.”

“I forget what we get here gener-
ally,” Matresser admitted, “but
everyone seems to have been shoot-
ing very well. The pheasants flew
really high over the home woods.
You arrived here in time for that,
I was glad to see.”

“Best shooting I ever had in my
life,” Andrews declared enthusiasti-
cally.

“Wheo is this new patient of yours
on the yacht?” Matresser inquired.

“Tells me that he is a Dutchman
and that his name is Jan van
Westrheene. He is a perfect giant
of a fellow—pretty gium. with the
air of trying to make himself ami-
Iable all the time.”

“I caught a glimpse of him bring-
Matresser ob-
“He looked like a2 Viking
| who had taken the wrong turn
Nothing serious the matter with
{ him, I suppose?”

f “Bruises and a slight sprain
| that's all,” the doctor confided. “He
| must be something of a seaman tc
| have brought in a boat that size
The Pier Master told me that he
was at the helm all the iime and
{ that he never saw a finer piece of
| work.”

| “What brought him into these
| parts at this time of the year, I
| wonder?” Matresser speculated.

| “Just what I wanted to ask him
| myself, but he didn’t give me any
| encouragement.”

| “Did he say how iong bhe was
staying?”

“Not for very long, 1 gathered,
but he ean’t leave the harbor just
yet. The wind’s only fallen on the
land. Just one of those extraor-

think someone may have | worse place for us to meet, and you | dinary Norfolk storms, yesterday’s

; {had better take from the third to|seems to have been, that blow them-
|the eighth out of your diary. You| selves out and then fade dead away.
I{may find those days exceptionally | It is as still as possible everywhere

here but there’s a swell out at sea
and will be for days in these nar-
row approaches. A boat like his
would be almest unmanageable by
the estuary.”

“And how is your home patient?”

¢ | graphs of a new invention that taps | Matresser inquired, glancing ac
{the telephone by wireless.

at the village.

“To tell you the truth,” the other
confessed, “I have not been in to see
him this morning. I should think
you will be able to get him away
whenever you want. The only thing

Are you |made between Norwich and Holt to | that puzzles me is where and how

anyone could have taken that letier
away from him,

The two men looked round at the
sound of galloping hoofs coming
down the ride. Lady Ann and Elisa-
beth Stamier cantered un to them,

“We have come to lunch, Ronnie
Is that all right?” the former calleé
out.

“I shouid say so,” her brother as-
sented hospitably. “Your mother
may be coming down. Mrs. Hum-
phreys is getting the best parlor
ready I know.”

He handed his gun to his loader
and crossed to Elisabeth’s side.

“I'm afraid you find this branch
of our English sport rather tame,
Mademoiselle Stamier,” he re
marked.

“But on the contrary 1 love it,*
she assured hith. “There are so
many other things beside the actud.
shooting. A morning like this when
there are so many changing lights
and colorings, your country is very
beautiful-—and your home and its
entourage reminds ine, except that
we have not the sea, of some of our
own country chateaus as they used
to be when I was a child.”

(To be continued)
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