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CHAPTER XVI

|  Mr. Vandaveer was in the lobby

T UXURY’ MODEL" ¥

ually reverting w Luana, t_heoe
Spring days that were so magic.

| of the penthouse as Luana and her A second conservatory lay di-
| escort came in. He greeted her |rectly beyond the one in which the
| kindly. She presented Jimmy. musicians were playing.. He would

| the bar and
reople." said Mr. Vandaveer.
ed the way to the bar, and intro-
duced them to several people.

He disappeared to get a cham-
pagne cocktail for Luana, Jimmy
having been instantly seized upon
by a pretty debutante who scemed
attracted by his good looks.

“Where have you been hiding all
the past season?” she ch up at

him, getting as close to him as was
possible, under the pretext of the
crowded room. “With the dearth
of good-looking boys in the stag-line
all this past winter, it's been simply
devastating for us debs! I can only
surmise you're one of the world’s
workers?”

“I hope I am,” Luana heard
Jimmy answer, with a laugh.

This on-the-make “deb” was
pretty, and beautifully dressed
She had an air of absolute ease that
amounted to impudence. Luana
imagined she was no more than sev-
enteen years of age.

“Get me a brandy flip, big boy,
will you? And come right back. I

ed

intend to snafle the best-looking

nan here. so consider yourself
ucky.”

Jimmy flushed a little. Luana
jaw it. He went over to the bar.

She thought, with a little pang:
‘T might have known they would be
after him, tooth and naill”

She forced herself to talk bright-
y to Mr. Vandaveer, however, and
.nswer his well-meant inquiries.

How did she like New York by
ow? How did the work go?

Jimmy came back with the brandy
fip for the debutante.

She exclaimed loudly: “What?
No drink for yourself? Here,
waiter, a Scotch for the gentleman.”
Srabbing the glass from a tray, she
hrust it at Jimmy. “With that
livine shade of hair, don’t spring
he bad news on me that you're on
the water wagon?”

Jimmy laughingly denied the im-
yeachment.

They drank together.

Presently the orchestra broke
into a lightsome tune. The girl
grabbed him by the arm. “Come
on. Let’s dance.”

He turned in the direction of
Luana, but the girl puiled him off.

Through the open doorway,
Luana had glimpses of them, the
wretched child with her face lit-
erally buried in Jimmy’s shirt front.

Two new men came into the bar
ind were presented to Luana. One
f them asked her to dance. She
agreed.

She pretended to be unaware of
Jimmy and his partner. She chatted
gaily with her own. Their faces
being on a level, talking was easy.

His opening remark was practi-
cally the same as that of the girl
who was now dancing with Jimmy
go rapturously. He said: “Where
have you been hiding all this time?”

Luana laughed. Nice that some-
one appreciated her, since Jimmy
was so very much occupied! She
flirted a little. Let it teach Jimmy
a lesson. “I’'m a woman of mystery.
I only appear at the cocktail hour.”
This was her very first cocktail
party, but he must not know that.

“1 suppose you're fresh from
school?” Here a man cut in on them,

Her partner relinquished Luana
with a humorous: “Line forms to
the left.”

She was glad that Jimmy saw she
was successful. He was still grin-
ning fatuously with the same part-
ner. She told herself: Don't look
their way. Pretend you're having
a grand time. Give him a little of
his own medicine.

A third man cut in on Luana. }you? Don’t you know when it's time { boarding-school—"—whie
Jimmy looked longingly over at her. [to bring a thing to an end? Have |fib—“I knew nothing of life or of
Fervently he wished that someone |you no sense of proportion? Have |the world or of careers. I was only

would remove the incubus from his
arms!

He thought: “1 must look swell
with this snub nose buried in my
shirt!”

The music came to an end. He
parkvd her at the bar. Escape now,
in search of Luana.

But Luana was surrounded by a
pevy of new admirers, so that he
could not get anywhere near her.
He could only see the top of her
hat, hear her musical laugh.

He went back into the bar and
ordered himself a second Scotch
highball. His recent partner had
found a friend at the counter, for
which he was duly thankful

He told himself that cocktail
parties were not in his line. Why
on earth had he come?

Because Luana had ask-d him to.
Because he found his mir | contin-

“l expect you'll want to come to
~in the other youln{g
e

o in there and have a cigarette.
le had no wish to watch Luana
flirting with other men, as she ap-
peared to be doing, and enjoying it
to the full.

He seated himself beside a little
fountain that dripped pleasingly.
The place was empty.

He lit his cigarette and thought
of Luana. Who was he to epoil her
fun? Among the rich, important
men here, what was he but a detri-
ment?

So lost in thought was he that
he failed to hear the footsteps of
a tall, beautiful woman who ente
the little conservatory. When she
poke, he started ebruptly and
jumped to his feet.

Her face.was almost on a level
with his own. She smiled dazzling-
ly at him.

“Do please sit down. I'll have a
cigarette with you. It’'s good to
escape the crowd for a minute, isn’t
it?” she remarked in friendly
fashion.

She wore no hat. Her hair was
burnished copper, framing a pale,
fascinating face.

He said, a little breathlessly: “I
think you are my hostess, are you
not?”

. L L

Lorraine Vandaveer was in-
trigued. She had foilowed the good-
looking unknown in here. Being
from the South herself, she at once
recognized his Southern accent.

She had always like Southern
men. They had a wonderful way
with women.

This one was handsome, young
and shy. An unusual combinatien,
and worth investigating,

Someone of course had brought
him to her party. But why was he

!No commission and no yardage
Veals received Tuesday, Wed-
pesday, Friday and Saturday.
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£5e prayed Joel might not be on
the terrace nor any of the avid gos-
sips! Thank heaven for the busy
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embroidered jade handkerchief that | 2.3 ‘ennsylvania $2-2.25; Flor-

was the exact color of her eyes. !ida $2.15-2.25 bu crate; Maine §3

Ramon had today started her feel-
ing of irritation with him by an- :
nexing a similar handkerchief. She

had told him it was a bourgeois SALE

trick, more suited to the servants’ - -

hall than to people of breeding. CALENDAR
“Like & policeman flirting with

the cook,” she had said, not caring

how much she insulted him. p R()y S,
Forget about it now. Go down

and mingle with her guests and JOhnson

enjoy herself.,
But first—a sip of brandy, to pull &

Auctioneer

her together. Lorraine seldom drank
in public, beyond an occasional
cocktail—for three good reasons.
It was bad for one's figure and
looks, and inevitably aged one. On
the principle that one drink usually
led to another, and then one was

Decatur, Ind. \
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am booking sales avery day.

gitting alone in here?

Lorraine, without being in the|
least bit intellectual, knew how to |
handle men. Indeed, it had become |
her hobby.

Within a matter of minutes she
had learned that he was a new-
comer in New York and that he
knew very few people.

That his work was everything
to him. That he was fired with tre-
mendous ambition.

“Such a contrast to Ramon!”
thought she. Only a short half-hour
ago she had quarreled with Ramon.
He had been sufficiently imperti-
nent and ill-advised to follow her
to her boudoir, which infuriated
her, considering how many people
were in the house, and the tongue
of gossip ready as always to strike
at one whom beauty and fortune
favored.

“Get out of here, you fool! Have
you gone mad?” she had exclaimed.
“D'you want to get me into a
scandal?”

“Cruel Lorraine! You do not
understand how much I lof you.”

She could have willingly slapped
his sleek face. How dare he display
such a lack of discretion!

“Get out, I say! D’you want to
have me call Simes and have you
ejected bodily?”

“Lorraine, be kind to me—" But
she had fairly shoved him out into
the passage.

He had stood there protesting,
whining. She had been terrified that
at any moment some of her guests
might take it into their heads to
come upstairs, and see the two of
them in the middle of a scene. That
would be & grand bit of gossip.

| Losing her temper, she had said
more to Ramon than was wise. His
face had darkened ominously. “You
choose to insult me, you who once
!said you loved me—who have proved
{to me you loved me—"

! “That’s all over and done with!|
|Can’t you see I'm sick and tired of |

{you gone perfectly mad with con-|
ceit?”

Ramon scowled at her, “Who is

the man? Who it is who has taken
|my place? If I find him, I keell|
him!” .
{ She had broken into a hysterical
{laugh. A taunting laugh. Fool that
he was, to be thinking of sex, and
nothing but sex! How could she
ever have endured the creature?

“If you don’t get down those
stairs, I'll call Simes,” she said
again.

Simes was the butler,

“That, Madgme, is the final in-
sul't," said Ramon, with a peculiar
smile that he considered deadly—
indeed, he had often practised it
for just such oceasions, “I shall no
more trouble you, I have been mis-
taken in you. You are like all
Anglo-Saxons—cold — cold —think-

|beautiful pale face that was unlike
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aown to the drawingroom. East of Poe on Winchester road,
Passing the bar, she saw a hand- |, St okt

some but unknown young man go s "”\ o .

past the musicians to the outer con- | Feb. 16—Mrs. Clara Weir, 1 mile

servatory. She followed him. North of Haviland, Ohio on No.
She noticed the fine set of his 127, closing out.

shouiders, his sure tread, his bronze Feb.
hair. She thought whimsically:
“I've never had a beau with hair
that is practically the color of my
own, although his is darker.”
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of Jefferson high school, closing
out
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Presently, with the Hawaiian |West of Tipton, Ohio on State
nr}usjc drifting in on them, they were |road No. 114, Carl Bartlett, auct.
sitting side by side, and talking Feb. 18—Otto Kuhn, 3% miles

together.
He was unspoiled. How long
would he remain that way in this

South and 1 mile East of Convoy

Ohio, closing out.

city of predatory females, she Feb. 19—Decatur Riverside Stock
wondered ironically. Sale.
She pried out of him his architec- Feb. 20—Ralph Etzler 214 mile

tural ambitions and hopes in con-
nection with the forthcoming Ex-
position.

“Now isn't that interesting!”
she exclaimed. “It's quite a coinci-
dence, for I happen to be president

South of Monroeville, closing out.
Feb. 22—Louis Vorrel 1}4 mile
East of Zulu, closing out.
f Feb. 23—Frank Orr, 3 mile North
¢ X ¢ {of Celina on No. 127, closing out.
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raine had never once attended a |!on, large stock sale.
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! 4 o eb. 2 'rt Marquardt on Lin-
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glass roof of the conservatory. “My ville. Registered Chester White
husband often tells me I could have Bred Sow eale.
h'e.en_a.n artist. As a young girl in Mar. 1—Jim Dutton, Mendon, O.
Virginia it was my dream to be one. ' Farm Implements.
But I married directly I got out of far. 2—Joe McDaffee, 1
South of LaOtto on No. 3.
Mar. 4 — Paul Bobay & Son, 1

was &
mile West and 1 mile North Nine

Mile House, closing out.

Mar. 5—Decatur Riverside
Stock Sale.

Mar. 6—Otto Huebner, Monroe-
ville, closing out Dairy Herd.

Mayr. 8—Austin McMichaels and
William Maauller, 5 miles east of
Decatur on the Piqua road.

mile

sixteen years old when I married.”
He swallowed that. He said en-
thusiastically while watching the

any other he had ever seen: “But
you've all your life ahead of you!”

She gave a clever mingle of smile
and sigh.

“One has so many—duties.” She
dropped her eyes sc that he might
get the full! sweep of her lashes.
Art had aided Nature here, but so
skilfully one would never suspect it.

“You have a duty to yourself—
to your own abilities—to your God-
given talents, Mrs. Vandaveer,”
said Jimmy Randolph earnestly.

N. A. BIXLER
OPTOMETRIST
Eyes Examined - Glasses Fitted

She thought: “What ane old-
fashioned dear he is!” She was en- 8:30 g e
joying herself hugely. She hoped no 19 0 1100 .. MEES 4e Big0
one would come in to interrupt them. Saturdave 2:00 5 m

(To Be Continued)
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Mt. Kukui Rz2in-Swept Second st.
Hono'ulu —(UP)—A rainfall re-
cord at which more arid regions FOR SALE SImisis
may aim recently was set at Mt.| Spring Mattresses; % o
Kukui, mile-high peek on the islang platform Springs o "':"b\‘,‘
of Maui. Records showed 96 inches Of famous Beautyres -
fell in the 32-day period from Nov. $5.00 trade-in  allov
30 to Jan. 1. springs or ln..:: SE |
el i | piture Co., lo=
phone 199. ot
- ,
LOST ALD FOUND FOR SA];E Bay mare '_'.!\ln
LOST—Ladies’ black purse Satur-| oM Sorrel colts. & 1 \4I2 ¢ ;
day evening between Kolter's SOWS with pigs. thone = !
grocery and Monroe street. Con- E
tained important papers. I-‘inderv‘,.oR SALE Lot No. 615 q
leave at this office. 33gat side Monroe St hetweel i
e T e ot Gl
NOTICE—Will the party who pick- and 13th. Lot X 5 i
ed up the wrong hat at the Evan- 12th. and Madison \\n )
gelical church Sunday please re-| house morthwes! f“"l’:l‘,y'“- :
turn same to the Sprague Furni- and Nimth. Inquire -
ture Company and exchange for roe. St :
own. Phone 199, 3383t moR SALE—2 new Fordsos ! ot
LOST—Small coin purse Saturday| tors; 3 used new .N:i”; y
in Dime store. Reward. Retura | tractors; 12 vatpe? h‘lr. ‘:’ 2
|to John Cline at the Chevrolet tOrs: ¥ Farmal l (‘ g
| Garage. 35g2t mick-Deering; John :)(A_!T,, p;
Caterpillar tractor Fertiliz ¢
\drill; 6 cultipackers and B
{used Fordsons for parts: v:u“ :

70 hefore

new Oliver
Beware oo B
: 3 FOUS
Just 271 More Days to MISCLU‘A‘\EO -
| Shop before Christmas. !Mls('gy,(,Axl-tl)\‘s ; l‘urm;:l.f:
ired, upholstered or M
3 FOR SALE 3 utvl.!:; Decatur l'|.|.,.»‘.-~"“".p:-
< 1222 8. Sacond St phone 420 :
3 Drop Leafl Tables, 1 Book‘imid fur‘l:i:ur(-, ,( '
case, 1 Laundry Stove 41 hole, s > ) |
6 :ldeating Stoves, 1 Heatrola WANTEL
medium size, 2 Cabinets, 1 ~ Loans on imP
Antique Wriling Desk, 1 Gas WANTED - forn money)
Ho‘t Plate, 1 12x12 Linoleum, orng: low rates. Frt’“"hw
1 Smokeless Oil Heater, Din- e
ing Rpom (hﬂiﬁ, Rocm] 3. lesmal, 368 i
Mﬂxazlne Racks, End Tables, WANTED — 5 54 experienct
| ! Posi

i
|

% D Sale
LIS with car. -
hes, Jars, Lamps. | nrred but not necessary: [
‘ v | permaneut. Wwith “”;mln/mur
5 | L, Smith, Rice Hotch
bi Wo #tee O WS Sieun ot repair'}:‘ebruury 11 from 10 & ““.w
}ing, upholstering and refinishing. 'p. m.
g ! (TED
" DECA!UR [ . | MALE HELPI r\ém\pnl."
SOAP ROUTE OPES. 0
'UPHO[STERY SHOP {  once.  Start immc'dl.ml\, 3
Car giVeP

{845 first week.
l222,8. Second St. Phone 420 = . write Allel

o —— 01, Cinc

7

¢ Mills, %! M




