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say that this is a very respectable
business. We look after our girls
by seeing that everybody who asks
for a companion is A Number One,
s0 we expect our girls to look out
for us.” His speech seemed to be
something memorized a long time
ago. “Five dollars is the absolute
maximum tip to be accepted—a nice
girl wouldn’t accept over a five dol-
lar tip, now would she?’—and you
contract with us never to give out
your phone number or in any way
communicate with a patron except
through us.”

He inspected the aquarium and
his countenance brightened. He
pointed to something in the water
and grinned. “Look at him, the little
rascal!” The proprietor of Fuhr-
man Service squatted before the
glass case. “Oootchy-kootch, there,
ootchy-kootchy!” he cooed.

Belinda tiptoed over.

“What is it, a fish?”

“A sea-horse. I have fourteen at
home. Look at him sweetheart, look
at him touching his head with his
tail. Cute?”

“Yes, very. But Mr. Fuhrman,
although I need a job badly and can
take care of myself I think, I'd like
to know just what I'm supposed to
do. What sort of men are these who
rent dinner companions?”

Mr. Fuhrman stood erect and
struck a pose which vould have been
pontifical in a taller and more im-
posing man.

“Lady, this business draws the
cream of New York society. We em-
ploy only girls of refinement and
whenever a guy calls up here he’s
got to give references. He's got to
be on the up-and-up. The Police
Commissioner himself personally
okayed my service.”

He drew breath and changed his
stance,

“Say a millionaire is throwing a
pridge party. One of the dames he’s
invited doesn’t show What does he
do? He calls the J. G. Fuhrman
Service. Or a respectable bachelor
wants a hostess to preside at his
nifty little dinner at the last mo-
ment. He gives us a tinkle.”

“I think the whole thing is dis-
graceful and sophormoric, but I'm
going to try it. You have an honest
face,” Belinda observed.

“Thanks.” He smiled wryly. “I'm
glad you made up your mind. The
trouble is, we ain’t had a customer
in two days. I should've told you
business was bad. I got a hundred
and thirty girls aching to be paid to
eat a dinner de luxe, Take a look at
that book.” He pointed to the large
volume on his desk.

“Oh,” said Belinda. “Maybe its
just as well.”

The phone rang.

Jake, holding up a hopefully pro-
phetic finger, scrambled for it.

|“This place,” said Johnny, “ought

nothing but Vi

smiled a little to realize that she
was imitating, a little, Johnny’s
swagger. And as she tucked the
card, with the name and room num-
ber, in her purse, she had a sensa-
tion of expansive liberty. And
peace. It would be easy to subdue
any man, after sparring all her life
with the hilarious violences of
Johnny. She was free—earning her
own way, however briefly and how-
ever fantastically. She could relax.
* » »

The name of her host was on the
card: “Ignacius Wert”. Odd name.
0Odd spelling. Nobody named that
could be very dangerous.

She was instructed by the desk to
go right up. She did, gaining con-
fidence with every insulated click of
passing floors. She wouldn’t go in;
she’d wait in the corridor until Mr.
Wert put on his hat and joined her.
Johnny opened the door for her,
erazy and wild and young, beaming
from ear to ear.

“Leave your things right there in
the foyer, Miss—" He paused imp-
ishly but veered when he saw the
expression on her face. “Hello,
darling,” he said.

Belinda felt the last spot of love
for Johnny dry up on her heart like
a water drop on a hot stove, But
she was sure now, finally, that he
would never dominate her again.
He was a ringing, hollow gong.
She took off her coat but not her
hat. “I'm a little disappointed in
you as a human being, Johnny,” she
said calmly.

“Get out, you're not disappointed
in me. You're wildly in love with
me, Belinda. And you ought to be
flattered that when I called for your
successor I demanded a girl with the
same general characteristics. Fur-
thermore, I'm never surprised. Ex-
pect the world—expect New York—
to produce the improbable and they
both never fail to come through.
Why it’s absolutely right and believ-
able that I, Johnny Parkes, should

to be a nostalgic cabaret housing

i and sheep pelts.

ennese froth.”

for him! For a while I was doubt-
ful whether any woman could really
deserve me.” His eyes were active
with cold mirth. “Now I know you
can make the grade.”

Belinda always had to watch
Johnny carefully to discover how
much of the cocksure nonsense he
talked was sincere. She counld never
be positive, a vagueness she shared
with various gentlemen, gray and
grave, downtown, gentlemen

|
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to |

whom Johmny gabbled a bizarre |
mixture of practicality and floor |

plans for Lands of Oz.

But she had a good time, a better
time than she had had with Johnny
in ages. She felt independent. She
was, she thought, elaborately polite,

business-like, about the whole even- |

ing, although it was hard to tell
whether Johnny noticed.

It was a typical Johnny Parkes
evening.

At the Central Park Casino the
table he fancied on the terrace was
occupied. He took the head waiter

by the arm and dragged him from a, |

group of indignant patrons into 2
corner. He emerged from the cow/-
ference to watch the table vacat/.d
by a red-faced gentleman in an
apoplectic fury.

“I don’t see what difference; the |

table makes,” Belinda obses ved.
“What did you do, bribe the. head
waiter?”

Johnny grinned. “I told lim who

was and that this concession was
being vacated tomorrow ay d turned
over to me.”

“And he believed that"®’

“It might be true. %’ve thought
about it. As a matter “of faet, this
place ought to be a nost algic cabaret
housing nothing but W jennese froth.
It ought to be done 7, old rose and
lavender, full of & .rauss waltzes
and beer, with tak/ es on a terrace
between the acts/ where patrons

could weep into ¢ tei
dollar a throw.” teins filled for a

Belinda loolieri at him pityingly
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