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purchased & plece of which at that time was being built
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ty. sight unseen. from For this heavy work, however,
D 4 te man. and then made they received only $15 a month
: 1wzh the dense forest It was not until June of the foll-
ure home. Here they owing year, 1837, that these new
clear enough land to Settlers had the pleasure of
6231 for their log cabin ¢oming a pastor of their own faith

Mr. Frederick Buuck, and his vious year from Woodstock,

his humble building was in their midst and inviting him to

the temporary home of DPreac h the Gospel to them. This
ew settler during the was the Rev. Jesse Hoover, who
ext few years, and this first sett- had arrived in Fort Wayne the pre
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Marching Along
With Decatur

We heard many splendid words a-
bout Decatur before we cume and during the
short span of time we have been here, we find
they are all true.

We are glad to be here—the fine
i community spirit so characteristic of Deca-
tur citizens is bound to build for a greater
city during the next one hundred years.
Every good wish for the success of
the Centennial, August 2 to S.
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Zion Lutheran Churceli Being Remodeled
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‘ Rev. F. C. D. Wyneken

| Lutheran Congregation in the vill-
{age of Fort Wayne, the oldest
| Lutheran congregation in Indiana.
| Pastor Hoover now also served the
|little group at Friedheim, which
{had grown during the past months,
‘;zs often as time permitted. It is to
him that this district owes its

name. On February 25, 1838, these

| pioneers organized Zion Lutheran
| Congregation. They adopted the

“Formula for the Discipline of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church” rec-
ommended by the General Synod,
according to which the congrega-
tiom was to be ruled and governed.
On the same day six candidates
were nominated for the offices of
the congregation. Two weeks later
the election took pldce, when Mr.
Frederick Buuck was elected el-
der and Mr. Christian Fuhrman and
Mr. Henry Doeffler deacons. The
newly establisned congregation
numbered 56 souls 26 adults and
30 children. After the organization
was effected the young congrega-
tion immediately celebrated Holy
Communion — the first Lutheran
celebration of the Lord’s Supper
on record in Adams county. The
gervices and also the instructions

First Settler

Frederick Buuck

for the children was hel in the
Frederick Buuck home, until the
first small house of worship was
built.
Rev. Wyneken Serves Zion

This young pastor, however, was
permitted to serve tne congrega-
tion but a short time, since he was
called out of this world as early
as May 23, 1838. About this same
time a young candidate for the
ministry arrived in Baltimore. Af-
ter a brief stay in the East he was
sent out as a missionary among
the Lutherans in Northern Indiana
and became the successor to Pas-
tor Hoover. This was the Rev.
Frederick Conrad Dietrich Wyne-
ken. His principal congregations
were St. Paul’s in Fort Wayne and
Zion at Friedheim. Railroads and
good highways were unknown in
those days and therefore he made

his journeys in Indiana, Ohio and|

Michigan on foot and on horse-
back, by day or night, in summer
and in winter. We gain a picture
of the zeal, courage, and self-sacri-
ficing spirit which was required
of a missionary in those pioneer
days (as on the northern and
western frontiers and South Am-
erica even today) from the follow-

Wyneken’s Home

IR

: | ment), was founded in, 1838,
Pictured atove is the home of Rev. . C. D. Wyneken at Friedheim, ‘inppea.l'ed in this year, after about a dozen Latheran families had taken

e | - I_‘ while he was president of the Missouri synod from 1850 to 1864,

Pictured above is a view of the Zion Lutheran church of this city, as it will appear when remodeling
ar of the building.

A new tower is being erected. On

smbers of ; — 1
members of the Lutheran Church|the west side will be a new entrance and the entire building will be faced with & light colored brick

First Pastor :

Rev. F. W. Husmann

ing words: “Day by day and month
after month this zealous servant of
Jesus Christ labored in his field of
missions. Wherever he went, he
preached, baptized, instructed, and
confirmed. Many times he was re
jected by those whom he came to
help; at other places, again, he
was received with open arms. But
in spife of the primitive conditions
and the many hardships and diffi-
culties he counted those days as
the happiest of his life. He was
very poor, and most of what he
received for his own living he gave
away to such as needed it more
than he. He ate whatever the poor
settlers placed before him; he
gslept when they made a resting
place for him, on hay or straw or
in a bed — it made no difference to
him. When he came home from

these journeys, worn. and spent,

Present Pastor

i die without hearing the Word of

sometimes chilled
always took care

Pioneer Hardships

| help. Then he heard some one op

| his horse would 1

side. Wyneken spent th
» miller and in the morning con

| the congregation. In 1843 he re

ed into a swamp and saved

destitution of the

ish Columbia, where

“Either singly or in smal

forest so separates them that

wife and children
to fell the giant
virgin forest, to plow, to sow, and
to plant, for their pittance

can be gotten only from the

The St. Peter’'s Lutheran church in Root township, (Fuelling settle-
The first missionary, Rev. F.

| up residence in this community.

e

St. Peter’s Lutheran

ristianity Marks County’s March Of Progress

land there is no thought of com :||:'| a seminary was erected. To
fort hoes and clothing wear out, | day the Lutheran Church main:
{and the winter is at hand! Small | taing the large and efficient Con
wonder then that everybody work 1u.:.ix.‘q College in this city, whare
in order to support this body and|{young men receive their prepara-
life. No difference is made between |tory course for the ministry,

Sunday and week-day, especially|

| since no church bell calls them,

Pastorate of Rev. Jaebker,

: | In 1846 2 Congreg: ¢
’ln the house of God, and no neigh - 1“I : /l'““ I ““U'L””m“ “‘”
{ Friedhely xtoende { 't Mr
bor in his Sunday outfit arrives to i ',', gt “”’ oy d
: G, H. Jaebker, which he also ae

call for his friend |
cepted. Mr. Jaebker had taught
the school while Pastor Wynken
was in Germany and thus the con-
[ gregation had learned to know and
love him. In the year 1847 we find

“It is not to be wondered at that
Ithe ploneer's tired limbs seek theh
couch without prayer, and thal
dire need drives them to leave il

and return ’Ml work without pray him and his congregation actively
a2r: even t saver at mealtime -

! n the prayer at mealtime| . oq004 in helping organize the
has long since heen banished by

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of
Missouri, Ohio, and other states,
This took place in Chicago, a city
{of about 20,000 at that time, The

inveterate infidelity or recent
trouble. Alas, Bible and hymnal
also, In many cases have heen left

in the old country, as the people pastor represented the congrega-
owing to rationalism, had lost the |y, ot this meeting. It was a long
"“"" for them. No preacher ar-|.,.q arduous trip to Chicago and
;;i?;hjhy.l:l“vl.‘:jj"(.:r,’!‘ 'l'.'”::‘:"ll"1'”:' ’vli‘;- had to be made either with a wag-

ot e = w“" ' SCjon or on horseback. By the time
.i““’ l“‘]““j"‘!‘ll : MI’» 1‘ WECHOL T of the founding of synoa Zion Con-
| . gregation had grown considerably,
‘ "Picture to yourself thousands go that it now numbered 180 souls,
of families scattered over thege ex 16 voting members, and 40 school-
tended tracts of land. The parents|children

When Rev., Jauebker began his
ite the members of the con-
gregation were very poor in mater-

God, no one arouses and admon

ishes, no one comforts them. Now

behold, young and old are lying a . 5
J ’ ial things. The parsonage consist-

on their death-beds, their son ey . p
o ul p ed of a humble log cabin and the

haps does not as much as give . "

. congregation could not boast of a
thought to preparation for the sol ¢ "
| e better house of worship. It was a
temn Judgment i i
tem ca building 16 x 20 feet without' a

Jut God be praised, not all for-| floor and only two windows and

sake their God and the faith of | one door. The benches were made

their fathers thus; their souls do| of three-inch planks. The second
crave food, congregations are form hurch was built in 1842, Also this
ed, churches are built, and schools | huilding was constructea or 0gs,
are erected but it had a floor and four win-

On August 31, 1841 Pastor Wyne- dows and was considerably larg-
‘lw'l entered into holy wedlock with er than the former building, its

.””.‘,\lhu Sophie Buuck, daughter of dimensions being 26 x 36 feet. A

the above named first settler of third church was erected during
| Friedheim, Mr. Frederick Buuck. pPastor Jaebker's incumbency in
| Shortly after their marriage, he the year 1854; this building was a
tand his bride took a trip to Ger- frame structure and a wonderful
many. It was not the usual kind of jmprovement over the two earlier
{ honeymoon. Wyneken needed the houses of worship.

care of competent phvsicians f -
| ipetent physicians for During these times the congre

gation also enjoyed the privilege
of having Pastor Wyneken in their

throat ailment that had hampered
{ him in his work and he wished to

make ersonal appeal te e (¢
! 1k (‘;' ) peal » the Ger midst as a member. Ke nad be-
man iristians for nemp r=r their :

. '\ Pl eIr .ome president of the Evangelical
countryvmen n America nring . . . . &
- : srikes During putheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio,
{ his absence, Pastor Knape served

and other states and built a house
on his farm about a mile west of
the present church. The house is

»d to continue his arduous

labors. While the m ects for 3
k) still standing and is still being us-
taining ‘nelp from Europe bright 3 "
el e v ed as a dwelling place
ened, Wwyneken personailly instrud
I s Other Pastors
ted two men from his ministry

Proaeie L vclindyy l On June 27, 1877 the Lord call
ar ‘nry JaebkKer 3
. ruil rdion and C. o9 pastor Jaebker out of this

an - A~

students at Fort Wayne where (Continued On Page 38)

BEST WISHES

for the Success of the

CENTENNIAL

We're glad to take part in the
Celebration of Decatur’s 100th Birthday.

Frinke, th very first Li

We know of no finer tribute to
the founders of our city.

A cordial welcome to the many
visitors who will be in our city August 2 to 8.

==  THIS ROOF
ST WILL OUTWEAR

WHEN you have Careystone Shingles put on a
building, you end roofing expense, for these
shingles are as fire-proof and weather-proof as stone.
Made of asbestos and cement in many colors and
styles, you can select the Careystone Roof which best
suits your building and your pocketbook.

Careystone Shingles can be laid right over most old
roofs, thus saving the cost of removing the latter. Let
us show you samples and quote prices on this pers
manent roof for any building, new or old. We can
make your dollars go farther.

KOCHER

LUMBER & COAL CO.




