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The history of Decatur Lodge is
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Ken On Verge of Breakdown
e—Ardeth Summoned

CHAPTER XLII
EITHER spoke

limply against
of the seat, gazing
hands, relaxed like lifeless things

n her lap, now at Ken's tense

Just so had she sat on happier
1ights—nights which now scemed
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his overcoat as
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eality.
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at the foot of the 'Wi!m:'I
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moment on the porch before she
dared enter the long French win-| ‘ . : \
Luckily a dance was going) are—standing like three figures in | him.”

| on and the bedroom was deserted. |3 chess game,” she whispered to “Where ?”

| eoat; to fluff powder on her face|
and dab her cold
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In the hall she almost bumped | madness.
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and lay down in the sunroom,” b y
she lied, hoping the sunroom had
escaped their search.
over, straightening the bunch of
velvet pansiesather waist. “Didn’t
want to be a wet blanket, you

Carolyn and I have been lookin
all over for you

Tem bore her away to the crowd
It was all unreali, like
a bad dream. With a leap of the
heart she saw that it was nearly
12 o’clock. . . . Twelve o’clock—

“Lights out!” roared Len For-
sythe as the clock hands quivered

Listen, everybody
Unhappy New Year

The room plunged into black-
ness and Ardeth felt Tom's arm
slip about her as dramatic still-
ness fell on the crowd.

Low and silve
| the tall clock in
was striking the hour with a de-
| liberation which somehow chilled
| the blood of the girl who listened.
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Cards had come from Jeanette
during her wanderings about
hjuropo, and letters on thin for-
eign paper scrawled with her bold
angular writing.
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