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| CHAPTER XXXIII

| . Ruth Tyler lay with every quiver-
| ing nerve tense in the darkness of
her room in the cottage. That shut-
ter was completely open now; her
mind was flooded with light; it was
sharp and clear. She had no need
| of her violin. She was completely
possessed by her strange power.

With the realization of her utter
helplessness to avert what must
happen, she had achieved a philo-
sophic fatalism. What must be,
must be. And it would now be
! gllyod out entire in the theater of

er mind, It was as if she were
ingide a malignant brain.

As she lay there alone, the blind
. girl could actually feel the bitter
| triumph in that brain, its mocking
laughter, its frightful hate. She
knew its awful gurpose; and power-
less to stay it, observed its workings
with a kind of fascinated detach-
ment.
Qutside her door, held there by
the blind girl’s peremptory com-
mand, stood Olga and Harrigan,
waiting., Below, in the garden be-
neath her window, staring up into
the darkness, were Doris and John-
son. And watching them like a
hawk was Nelson.

A few minutes before, Doris had
wrested herself from his grasp,
flung herself into the garage,
slammed and ked the door. He
had hammered impotently at the
door, briefly. Then he had heard
her frantic voice at the telephone,
without being able to distinguish
what she had said.

Out of the darkness Johnson had imen question Mrs. Gordon and Da-
appeared. Together the two men had | vid somewhere. Get their full state-
flung themselves against the door |ments. I promised to phone Ruth.

until it had yielded. Doris had re-
placed the receiver, turned to stare
at them with eyes wide in terror.

“Too late! Too late!” she had
eried.

They had heard the violin again
then, and had run to the garden un-
der the window. The music had
stopped. And there they had been
standing, ever since, waiting, with-
out speaking.

Above them the blind girl stif-
fened. Death had been dealt, sud-
denly, coldly. And she knew from
inside that brain the name of the
victim. Flaherty.... Flaherty. An
unfamiliar name. Then, slowly,
other mnames, those marked for
death. . . . Moridon. . . . Moridon.
. « . That would be Pau! Gordon!

Then Héléne—David—Cariott
She strained, hardly
the agony of suspense.
names. Nat and her {
still safe! But the oth )Y
and his family. Were they doon

Presently, like a flash, she felt an
interruption—a sudden moment of
indecision in that mind. Then its
purpose crystallized. It was a mind

everyone. No, the Gordons were not
safe; nor was Nat nor Daniel Tyler
—nor Ruth herself, as long as that
Unknown was at large.

All this Ruth knew. And as soon
as she realized it completely, she
sought frantically to get through, to
identify this Unknown. And then
the shutter closed in her mind, leav-
ing only darkness there. Ruth was
no longer aware. She was merely a
little blind girl, helpless and alone,
terribly afraid.

L . - .

The heavy door yielded at last to
the police assault, and Commission-
er Rilrane, Tyler and Nat followed
a surge of detectives into the room.
They saw Gabriel lying flat on his
back, his face contorted in & hor-
rible grimace. Héléne, her face cov-
ered with her hands, shrank against
her father, who was awkwardly
trying to comfort her, hampered by
his manacled wrists. Carlotta stared
with a dead-white face at the body
of the man on the floor, the pistol
still held limply in one hand. David
stood close to her, one arm support-
ing her shoulders. ¢

Tyler dropped beside the still fig-
ure of Gabriel, quickly pigced a
hand inside the blood-sosked shirt
bosom. Kilrane went to Gordon, re-
moved the handcuffs. Tyler looked
up, ehook his head.

“Dead as mutton,” he said.

He rose quickly, drew Kilrane

desperate, but even more grimly
determined.* The mind of 2 person|
trapped—and completely indifferent |
to its own fate.

That interruption — Nat

trying to break through! Perh
he could save them! From her n
Nat was suddenly obliterated again.
Once more she was inside that octher
mind. Plainly she could hear words:
“Here they come. We just got time
for the party.”

In sick despair the blind girl
clenched her hands until the nails
bit into the flesh of her palms.
Above that room, she knew, the
Angel of Death hovered. This, then,
was the Gordons’ zero hour,

The Destroyer, implacable, was
about to strike. . ..

Then there was a shriek, the im-
pact of another mind upon that of
the Destroyer, another mind, 2 mind
possessed by stark terror. A sud-
den shot, a moment of bewilder-
ment, devastating pain. A rapid
succession of shots. Then envelop-
ing darkness, a void.

The Destroyer—had been de-
stroyed.

The Gordons were safe. Their
fanatic enemy was dead. That ma-
lignant brain was stilled, and with
it the blood-lust which the blind
girl had known so well these last
months. But were they safe? What
then, was that awful feeding which
Ruth had—that foreboding of dis-
aster which wouid not be downed?

Ruth realized, of a sudden, that
only one of the minds that had
sought the death of Paul Gordon
was quieted. There had been two
minds at work! 'One, that had willed
Gordon's destruction, that had been
feminant, commanding, was gone.

But that other mind, a mind that
had foliowed orders—had known
action, the mind behind the actual
physica! attempt to shoot Gordon
and Héléne, the mind that had
caused that hand behind the cur-
tains to press the trigger when Nat

| was shot—that mind still func-
| tioned.

And it wea » mind desperate with
| asick terror, harassed by the haunt-
| ing fear of exposure, a mind that
| would protect itsif now, at any cost.

had | We've got to find this person—and
something to do with it! Nat was |y, x\'antk.\'ml to help Lﬁ.r')’ -

4 {don interposed ‘impatiently.

aside,

“Take the girl to one of the other
rooms, with Gordon,” he said. “I've
got to talk to her. Have one of your

I'll be right back.”

He left the room; and Kilrane,
calling in an inspector and a stenog-
rapher, ordered them in a low voice
to take Mrs. Gordon and David to
the room which she had occupied,
and to get their complete story of
their experiences.

Then, with Nat, he took Gordon
and Héléne to the room which had
been David’'s prison, summoned an-
other police stenographer, and stood
by to wait for Tyler’s return.

In a short time Tyler entered the
room, his face set grimly.

“Mr. Gordon,” he said, “I hate to
disturb Héléne now, after all she's
been through, but it’s absolutely im-
p}-rati”ve that I ask her a few ques-
tions.

“But she’s in no condition—" said
Gordon protestingly.

Iéléne broke in:
right, Dad.”

She smiled bravely; and Gordon,
with a sigh, subsided, but kept
watching her  anxiously. Tyler
looked at her gravely. o

“Gaudio is dead,” he said quiet-
ly. “But his accomplice, the person
who was inside your household, who
made two attempts on the life of
your father, who tried to kill you
and who shot Nat, is still at large.

“I'm quite all

“But we know it’s Collins!” Gor-

“Collins?” Héléne asked wonder-
ingly.

“He has disappeared,” said Ty-
ler. “Perhaps he’s the guilty one,
perhaps not. Do you know who stoed
behind those curtains in your
room?”

“I?" said the girl. *“Of course
not! But it couldn’t have been Col-
lins] How could he have got into
the house?”

“You've no idea who it might
have been?” persisted Tyler,

“No idea whatsoever,” said the
girl.

Tyler looked at her charply.

“Héléne,” he said, “do you re-
member what happened — that
night?”

The girl shuddered and covered
her face with her hands. Tyler re-
peated the question. Héléne dropped
her hands and looked up at him.

“Yes,” she said. “I—I remem-
ber.”

Her eyes went to Nat, He smiled
at her reassuringly.

“I—I was asleep,” she said. “I
heard something—I don't know
what, . . . I turned on the light. I
saw Nat running,kinto my room,
from the balcony, heard him shout.
Then there was a shot-——he was'hold-
ing onto the curtains for support.
I—I thought he’d been killed. I be-
gan to scream. . . . That—that’s all
I remember.”

“You're quite sure?” Tyler per-
sisted, his voice heavy with disap-
pointment.

“Yes, quite,” said the girl. “The
next thing I knew, I was in a large
white room. The—2the hospital. A
doctor told me everything was all
right. I asked for Nat; he said
had been only slightiy hurt, I want-
ed to see my family. The dootor
said I could—the next day. Then,
that night—they came—took me
away.”

“Had you ever seen any of the
men who kidnaped you before?” Ty-
ler asked. ] J

A mind sullenly determined, crafty,
"mcrouin‘ly wary, suspicious of

She shook her head.

“They were all masked,” she said,
“They tied me up and then put me
into a barrel. Then—the man who
was killed took me out of it, carried
me upstairs to a room. Later he told
me to write to Father. I pretended
to faint and got a glimpse of his
name on an envelope. It was Jim
Gabriel, 1 tried to convey that name
to Father—"

“We finally got it,” said Tyler,
interrupting.

She gave a helpless little gesture.

“You know the rest,” she said.

Tyler was looking at her search-

ingly, ;

"éé!o}ne," he said, “some one tried
to kill you. That some one must
have had a reason. Fear perhaps—
fear of something you knew—"

“But I've told you I knew noth-
ing,” the girl broke in. “What could
I possibly know that would cause
anyone to—to want to kill me?®”

“Think!” said Tyler sharply.
“Did you notice anything-—anything
at all unusual-—suspicious on the
part of anyone?”

The gir! shook her head.

“You saw no one anywhere in the
house where they had no business
to be?” he pursued. Again she
shook her head. “You-—overheard
nothing ?” he went on.

“Nothing-—nothing at all,” said
Héléne decisively.

- - - -

As Kilrane and Tyler stepped into
the other room, Carlotta, in a low
voice, was telling her story. The
police stenographer was rapidly
taking it down. They had left Nat
with Gordon and Héléme, Carlotta
stopped, looked at them inquiringly.

“Please go on,” said Kilrane.

The inspector prompted her.

“You were saying, Mrs. Gordon,
that when you realized that this
man was going to kill you all—-"

She nodded.

“I—I don’t know just what hap-
pened then,” she said huskily. “I—
I was terrified—lost my merve. 1
remember fighting with him. . . .
He—he struck me. I fell to the
floor. Then—then he was going to
shoot Dave. . .. The next thing I
knew, I was shooting-—shooting
wildly—saw him lying on the floor
h——on‘ his back—realized I had killed

im!”

She began to =ob brokenly. David
put an arm about her shoulders. She
buried her face in her hands. Kil-
rane glanced at the inspector, who
nodded toward the automatic which
lay on the small table.

The Commissioner cleared his
throat.

“Mrs. Gordon,” he said.

She lifted her face and stared at
him tragically. He pointed to the
gun.

“The gun,” he said. “How did
you happen to have the gun?”

She flashed a look at it, shud-
dered, turned away.

“It—it was my gun,” she said.
“Paul made me take it—when we
went shopping. . .. Just to please
him, I took it. I concealed it—in my
clothing—forgot all about it. They
didn't search me very carefully.
When—when that man struck me,
and I fell—I felt the gun, That's
all I remember—until—"

Her eyes filled with tears, and
she began to weep.

“Thank you, Mrs. Gordon,” said
Klill,rane sympathetically. “That’s
all.”

David and Carlotta were taken
to join Gordon and Héléne. Nat ap-
peared in a moment, saying he had
thought it best to leave the Gor-
dons alone.

Kilrane dismissed the stenogra-
Eh" and the inspector. When the

ad gone, he turned to Tyler. “Well,
that’s that,” he said tiredly. “I
guess that washes us up on this
case. We lose five good men—and
four wounded, Red Mac seriously.
We got Jim Gabriel—and nine of
his hoodlums.”

He smiled bitterly.

“We saved four lives—at a cost
of fifteen men, if you can call Ga-
briel and his killers men. Well, we've
got one prisoner, Nicky Gabriel.
And for him it’s going to be the big
rap—murder., He's an accessory to
the murdee of five policemen, ¥u<t
as much as if he was in there with
a sawed-off shotgun. That's some
satisfaction! But it won’t put those
five men back on the job—and it
won't help their families much.”

Tyler nodded sympathetically.
He held out his hand, gripped Kil-
rane’s firmly, “I know it’s a poor
return for those fellows, Kilrane,”
he said huskily. “But Gordon, years
ago, as Moridon, offared a reward
of one hundred thousand dollars,
dead or alive, for Joe Gaudie. The
New York police got him-—dead.
That offer still holds good. He's
giving the reward to the widows and
the children of those five men, to be
apportioned equally.”

Kilrane nodded mutely. Finally
he cleared his throat. “Okay,” he

said.
(To Be Continued)
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