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“Well, don't have apoplexy, Dad.
I'm as cut up about it as you are.
I know what Hoffmann will say. But
Gwen left me. He can't deny that.

And she isn’t going to la\'_it on me
unless I give her away. That let's
us oyt.”

acting like a hypo-

. tblame, I'd . . .7
! ) ¢

|business is better they'll have to
| meet our terms. We can do it if
| Hoffmann sticks.”

| Howard whistled. “You are in a
{jam!™ he exclaimed.

“Yes, thanks to your trouble wit

. e T o) "
fGwen. il 1 eCUgne you

were L

“Skin me alive, I suppose,” How-
ard finished for him. “But you don’t

“Very good, sir, thank you, sir,”
The housekeeper turned away. She
had come from a first class agency
and was somewhat shocked to be
employed on Edge Street, but she
had been out of work for some time |
and things had not gone smoothly
in the home of her daughter-in-law
where she had been living. And she
liked Howard, felt inclined to please
him '
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{ if you take that attitude wh
prevent me from coming right out |
{ and telling old man He

fall due next

meet the notes that
Don’t you dare let him se

y

month.

you until this thing

wait until he’s heard from
She prom )
news. So far as I know she's just

away on a little trip—presums

t to bla

w kmail my own dad, but

C nk of ter?|

ly what I th

And don this
been for 3

rg

few days, then I won't be running
jinto Hoffmann when he drops in
here.”

‘| speaking. His father’s secretary had
“ fopened the offiee deor and announced

(Gwen. | the young man hastily disappeared.

ed to write and spill the |

to | She might balk a little at a secret

: u I'd have left her. You | Hoffmann—why then he'd feel him
don’'t kmow what I've been through |out to sce if there was a chance
trying to keep you safe from Hoff- {that he would accept Caroline as a

He went straight to Caroline. Ex-
cept for the fear that Mr. Hoffmann
Y learn the truth about his

would

make her readier to lean on him.

rriage, but he felt he could in-
her to listen to reason. And
when his father had sold the factory
and was clear of his obligation to

n

riser, the young lady. Was up and
dressed when I took her breakfast
to her. I'Hl tell her you're here, siv.”

Howard stood at the foot of the
stairs, waiting for Caroline to come
down to him. He hoped she had not

loverheard his talk with Mrs. Steven-

son—outrageous lack of privacy |
hw!"‘?
Caroline came to the upper hall

rail and leaned over. Howard for-
got his distaste for her surround-
ings. He never saw her after being
apart from her without experienc-
ing a gripping sensation of sheer
ecstasy.

Her white face and shadowed
eyes, the frail delicacy of her body,
her beautiful hair, all quickened a
response in Him that was like the
reaction of a satisfied craving for
some strange drug. He had found
this out—that she was the only
weman who could stir him so--when
he had left her for those wasted
months in the spring and summer.

His marriage to Gwendolyn had
only served to intensify his appre-
ciation of Caroline, an appreciation
purely of the senses. holding the
element of a gourmet’s taste for fine
viands. He had not truly suffered
when they quarreled, he and Caro-
line; he had, in fact, rather fan-
cied himself in the role of celibate,
been not a little proud of his im-
munity from other women'’s charms.

His life with Gwendolyn had
wrought a change in him, As he had
turned from her with an almost vio-
lent dislike for her type to him she
was coarse and as trausparent as a
window-pane—he had realized the
significance of Caroline's attraction
for him. When her illness had given
him an excuse for doing so he had
come back to her, fearful that she
might have put him out of her life
for good.

Her reception of him had restored
his confidence, and fired his deter-
mination to snitempt to win her
back. His decision had been utterly
without spiritual luster, but he had
never lost sight of the fact that the
very fineness in Caroline which
drew him to her was the rare reful-
gence of her character. Strange at-
traction for that which he knew he
did not possess. He was relieved te
be bringing her good news.

“Come down,” he called to her
cheerily, forgetting her bereave-
ment. She did not speak, but she
came quickly to his arms, and he
saw then that she had been weeping.
“I'm sorry, dear.” he said contritely.

Caroline clung to him. “I've been
in Mother's room,” she sobbed, “Oh
Howard, she had so few of her
things left—the things she prized
so—nothing but some trinkets she
couldn’t sell! And she never asked
me for even my Currier and Ives.
It breaks my heart to think of what
it cost her to part with the things
she loved.”

“You're doing her an injustice to
grieve like ‘this,” Howard told her.
“Would you want the sacrifices !
you've made to be 3 reproach to
those you love?”

“No . . .” Caroline said, lifting |
her head, “Mother wouldn’t like it, |
either. I'll try to be right about it. |
You've come to tell me something |
important, haven't you?” she added |
bravely.
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most approved Old English manner. A hig impressive suite at ver money,
Come and see il. Buffet, Table, 5 side chairs and J
UL TS T R R IR SR TR S W O ST S SRR S S :\OJ'OO '

Ask to
Bassssonmoonses e sngag ﬁ' o e |

See Our Many Other Dining Room Suites

As Nice A Living Room Suite As Anyone Need Have

vl
newest

©19.0

«hihit

You'll admire it immensely! The color-—well, you have your choice of (hi
lines—startling, or more conservative, By the way, the interior cons!

much improved type, vielding remarkable comfert., at the same time
providing extra durability

You Really Cught To See Our Entire Living Room

O he SCHAFERSZz 2

HARDWARE @2/ HOME FURNISHINGS |

NOW SHOWING—“HER POUND OF FLESH”

BY SEGAR

“Good idea. I'll say you've gone “Just a moment,” Howard de-
v : Sept. 17—W. D. Krick, 5 miles | hunting. Er ... by the way, How- [tained her. “I want to explain to
} cast of Willshire. -80 acre farm ard, just where do you go when you |you, Mrs. Stevenson, that Miss
g For e ve : - | #e bunting? lutledge may not wish to keep you
| ®ept. 18 inton Learn, 1 mie |~ A logk of concern flashed across |on.”
west of Dixon. Closing out sale. | Howard’s features, but he answered| “Yes, I know, sir,” the woman
Sept. 19—Mrs. Frank Rumple lsmﬁfv)lh]y: “huntmg"' answered, “she told me herself. I'm
|4 miles west and 3% mile south of | His father eyed him keenly. “See |not to be staying after this week,
A G e s mum T et s Tl S | that you don’t bag any illegal game,” | but beggin’ your pardon, sir, it isn't
L Sa weshii w3 . Ad Ihe said knowingly. “Trouble right|a house the like of which I'm accus-
pt. 2 Villis ohnson, A1 pow—and I'd wring your neck.” tomed to.”
George Schrauk, estate at S| “I'm no fool,” Howard assured| “Aren’t you comfortable?” How-
” residence in Blue Creek township, |him. “I tell you Gwen left me for |ard inquired.
Adains county. Adiministrator sale f.nother man. If Hoffmann knew| The weman hesitated, then: “Not
b s 40 Decatur Community | that, he’d disown her, no matter|as I'd like to be, sir, meaning no
‘ 5 | Poagg ~}_ ¢ i Db Sl | what she said about me. But if he | disrespeet to the family, but you see,
Sale at Breiner eed barn. Sale | thinks we just had a common quar- [sir, having .. sleep in the dead
. | of live stoc k. ‘rel he"ll be waiting for us to patch ‘lady‘l bed. . . ..” Her voice drifted
‘, } g d il Sept. 22—Roy Conrad, 2 miles [it up.” ! off in a vague distress.
. A { east of Decatur. Ciosing out sale. | “But wken she marries this| “Mrs. Rutledge did not die here,”
!,‘ n i d g N : ept. 24—Fred Kaufiman, % mi ‘Fmddy person—what thea?" | Howard said sharply, “Hnw.verf.L
te . mith and 1% mile east of Craig- |
‘ S -“'l RE 5N : ville. Closing out sale. ! mmLE 1HEATER
- . ning ha Sept. 256—A. F. Barry, 5 mile 8 |
f lag | southwest of Van Wert. =R
.- i 4, Sept. 27—Dave Laisure, 2 miles ' COME UP TO MY TG IS A WEEK oF
| N o ¢ n . . ..- # y & & -~ F
th-wit: At least "‘ ! east and 2 miles south of Monroe :(&%‘?ﬁo%:f ﬁ\sz’&é L‘\)U‘E A
BERce 48 two Nents | or 1 mile south of Valley chureh. YOU ALL ABDOT MY/ (:
“payable respectively ex-| Closing out sale. | | DOWNFALL BUT M
Pfﬁ,’. oy R 'l- ; Sept. 28 — Decatur Community NOT A KING
“the real ¢ Th haser| Sale at Breiner's Feed Barn. Sale
O e onc third oF ail| Of Hive stosk.
the purchase pri m da | Oet. 2—J. L. Becker, & miles
%1y Weders, Yemmiy west of Portland. Pure hred Jer-

» N. A. BIXLER

OPTOMETRIST

Eyes Examined,

Glasses Fitted

HOURS:
$:30 tp 11:30 12:30 to 65:00
Saturdays, 8§:00 p. m.

Telephone 135,

sey sale.

Oct. 3—Rath Sisters, 2
west of Ceylon.
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