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| ing her back from the verge of a
| nervous collapse. And on Sunday
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the minds of both that n ght 19

always something that had been
forgotien.
* Caroline observed after a while
that her mother was showing signs
of peglect about her person. Each
Sunday morning until Alva had
agreed to do it herself Caroline had
given her a s
wave. The glorious auburn hair
now looked dark and stringy. The
arched eyebrows were not so finely
shaped and the delicate white skin
had begun to take on
To see he
made Caroline wretched.
must exercise,” she scolded, but
having no time to see that Alva
did it things went on as they were.
Alva continued to seek seclusion in
her room, or on the screened porch
where she repulsed the efforts of
her neighbors to make friendly
overtures. More and more fre-
quently she spent the entire day and
evening in lounging pajamas, read-

ing, brooding.
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They had been walking toward
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Caroline had reeled, fallen
She was as white as
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shade and
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“Come back into the

“But why . .." the girl faltered,
did not go on.

“He says there’s no money to pay
her,” Mrs. Rutledge explained bit-
terly. ¥ i
«But . ..” Caroline’s brain was
whirling with the dire possibilities
her mother’s words suggested.
“] know we can't get along
without her, but he says we must,”
Alva went on. “We're to have her
for the laundry, that's all.” :
There was a stool by the sink.
Caroline sat on it, silent,
After a moment Alva said: “Do
you mind having just a salad and
tea for dinner?”
“No,” Caroline said in a dull,
tired tone, “T’ll help you.”
She got up and put a salad bowl in
the refrigerator to chill and plates
with it. “Where is father?” she
asked.

T don’t know, but I’'m afraid he’s
We won't

hands trembled as she lifted the
drink to her lips, but after a bit she
declared herself steady enough to
be safe on the motorcycle and he
ave in to her wish to start for
Eomc. The rush of air against their
faces was gratefully eooling and
when it had dried their moist, sticky
garments so that they mno longer

clung to their overheated bodies it

brought them a blessed relief.
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nese jade—that alone of her pre-

cious possessions had been salvaged
from the Rutledge financial ruin.
That morning she had overslept,
had hurried away to work, without

stopping to put the day time screen
in her window which at night she

took out for the sake of more air.

had been inecreasingly querulous
for weeks. It was unnatural for
her to say so little about losing Mrs.
Wade; to be, all at once, more con-
siderate of others than of herself.
Suddenly an explanation flashed
across Caroline’s mind. She
turned back from the door to the
porch. “Have you heard?” she

knife slipped and she cut her finger.
Caroline took a snowy handkerchief
from a pocket in her pajamas and
tied it up.

Caroline’s eyes were averted
when she said: “You eouldn’t keep
it from me forever, you know,
darling.”
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