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speak to Mr. Gamis,” he added
coldly. i

The woman's expression under-
went a swift change; a new anger
replaced the old, “Oh an’ ye should,”
she mocked. “An’ so'd be I. The
good for nothin’ leafin’ . .

“Is he about?” Mr,
broke in hastily.

“Is he about?” the woman re-
peated with a grim laugh. “Yes, I
guess he’s about by this time—just
about under the table down at
Smokey Joe's. The onery ...”

“Never mind.” Again Mr. Rut-
ledge cut her off. “Have you rented
another place?”

“We can park a while in the Mc-
Clung’s alley woodshed,” she said
dejectedly. e :

Mr. Rutledge took out his bill-
fold. From it he extracted a bank-
note and gave it to her. “It is im-
portant to me to have possession .of
the house immediately,” he said.
“Have you engaged a moving van?”

The woman looked at the bill and
at the piles of furniture on the porch
and in the front yard, among which
a number of raggedy children were
playing.

“Thank you, mister,” she said,
and Caroline, watching her, caught
the glint of a tear in her eyes, “I
can get one in a bit.”

“We would like to go inside,” he
said abruptly.

“Come right ahead,” the woman
invited, all her ill-feeling dissipated.

Caroline steeled herself to cross
the threshold. She felt as though
they were driving out of the house

eople to whom it was home while
it would be an affliction to her and

~Rut]edgc

fortable and attractive as possible.
When they were leaving she said:
“I hope you will find another nice
house, Mrs. Gamis.”

Alone with her father in the car
she burst out: “Is this absolutely
necessary, Father? It’s a shame to
put that family out. Couldn’'t we
get an apartment or rent a small
house in a better neighborhood?”
Mr. Rutledge answered wearily:
“Do yecu think I didn’t go over all
that before giving into this? I tell
you, Caroline, my credit is gone, or
it will be shortly. I can't pay rent,
What we get from the sale at Haw-
thorn must be used to settle old
debts. They amount to a small for-
tune. We've only a little to live on.
And the Gamises are seven months
behind in their rent; I couldn’t
afford to let them stay on in any
event.”

“But won't it be harder for you
to re-establish yourself in the busi-
ness world if you start from . . .
from South Town?” Caroline ven-
tured.

“I suppose 80,” he agreed list-
lessly.

“But Father, you know Mother
and I would let you sell our jewels!”
A short, broken laugh answered
her. “The best of your mother’s
things, and yours too, were in the
bank vault. I'm afraid, unless you
wish me to repudiate our just debts,
they’ll never come back to you. You
see, Caroline, when this thing struck
me I had my lawyer and an account-
ant straighten things out for me.
Yesterday morning they laid the
cards on the table. Before I came
home to you and your mother it

her parents to live there,

was definitely settied —~ this house,
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but one thing is certain—we won't
be on Edge street for the rest of
our lives, and if we’re going to look
at it as a hardship and be miserable
while we're there we’ll miss a lot of
fun—for we can have fun out of it
if we behave like good sports and
not act like a couple of millstones
arcund Father’s neck.”

Alva’s lips came together with a
look that indicated she had mo in-
terest in sporting adventures, Car-
oline dropped the subject.

On Saturday they moved to South
Town. Caroline was heartsick be-
cause she'd had no word from How-
ard. And her parting look at Haw-
thorn House had been as the last
look at the face of some dearly be-
loved dead. Alva was ill in body and
soul. She drooped, silent and
crushed, in a corner of the old sedan,
and Caroline was relieved that she
did not appear to observe the poor
streets and wretched house: on their
way. Mr. Rutledge rode beside his
wife, quiet and agonized. He had
never cared to drive his own car:
the wheel of the sedan naturally fell
to Caroline.

The driving was difficult, for she
had not yet mastered the peculiari-
ties of the car, and rain was obscur-
ing her vision, but she had no need
to ask the way on this occasion. The
day before she had traversed the
route a second time, ahead of a mov-
ing van, determined that there
should be some semblance of order
awaiting her mother in the shabby
house on Edge Street.

(To Be Continued)
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‘A bearded ball player will be the latest addition

Altrock and Schacht, with the signing of Allen
Benson, 25-year-old pitching ace of the House of
_gilg in an eﬂ'org to bolster the faltering

“WHEN THE ARMY LEADS!”

Griffith men. Here is the first Benton Harbot,
Mich,, performer to reach the big leagues, shaking
hands with Clark Griffith, left, the Washington
club president, while Joe Cambria, center, who
discovered him, looks on.
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