
f CLASSIFIED
i ADVERTISEMENTS,

BUSINESS CARDS,
AND NOTICES

FOR SALE

MQU SALE — 9 room home with

baxement, modern except furnace,

West Monroe street, liargain. 5

room semi-modern house near 0. E.

at bargain, Inquire at Democrat of-

fice. 182-g3tx

FOR SALE — Chester White male

hog, a good one. I). A. Helm,

phono 88>1-K Route 3, Decatur,

184g3tx

WANTED

WANTED To rent small house,

rent reasonable. Write Box X-12.

For RADIO or ELECTRICAL re-

pairs call MARCELLUS MILLER

phone 625. I specialize in auto

radio installation and repairs.
Miller Radio Service, 226 No. 7th

st. 172tf

LOST AND FOUND

DUST—A Lady's white kid slipper.
Finder please return to this of-

fice. 183-k2t

— o

FOR RENT

FOR RENT — No. I—Dairy plant
with Ice machine and refriger-

ator. flftr Decatur. No. 2—Modern

brick residence, large garden, pas-

ture held, small orchard, near bus-

iness section of Decatur. Indiana,

known as the Studebaker Home-

stead: IJ. Suttles, Agent.

» Clean Out Your

y.’ ~ Radiator with

¦ HOFFMAN RADIATOR

W CLEANER

ft
:

Englands

K-j
AU T O I* AR T S

B Ist Door So. of Court House

B Phone 282

» NOTICE—We are now located at

112 West Monroe 'St. Specials
,« on Brother and Sister suits the

¦* rest of the week. We do dress-
*

making, hemstitching and button-

lioles. Vita Gift Shop, phone 925.

182a3t

- Q

-

• -—4

Test Your Knowledge

Can you answer seven of these

ten questions? Turn to page

Four for the answers.

» ? -* ?
* 1. Name the Vtce-iPfbsident of the
“

U. S. undler Rutherford B. Hayes.
* 2. Name the Governor of Pennsyl-
'

vania.

3. What is legnum Vitae?

4. Where is the city off Peiping?
„ 5. What is the proper way to add-

-

r tss a woman chairman of a meet-

* 6. Who wrote ‘The Rosary?”

7. Where is the University of

... Maine?

" 'B. Where is Clinton Prison?

» ,9. Name the U. S. Secretary of

¦" State.

10. What is phonetics?
« o ' -

Rally Day Sunday
At Decatur Church

- Next Sunday will be rally day for

.

the interest of young people at the

- First Evangelical Church. Francis

7 W. Pritchard, a graduate of Purdue

University, and now a student in

*

the Boston School of Theology,
Boston Mass., will be the speaker

" for the day. Ho will preach at both
*

morning and evening services. Mr.

- Pritghprd has a great message for
'

yOUng people in this modern world

„
situation. The pifblic is cordially

•'invited to hear him at 10:15 and

HAGt&fSW
"SURFaUMNC W 81 jTOtti UAUtY TO ClOtW

¦

Sheets Bros. Cleaners
N. 2nd st. Phone 359

¦* _ !

Federal Farm Loans

Make application with the

Adarps < ounty National

Farm Loan Ass’n., ('barter

No. 5152, office with the

Schurger Abstract Co., 133
South 2nd street, Decatur.
Fire and windstorm insur-
ance accepted in any old line
or good mutual Insurance co.

For Better Health Sec

Dr. H. Frohnapfel
Licensed

Chiropractor and

Naturopath
Phone 314 104 So. 3rd st.

Neurocalometer Service

X-Ray Laboratory

Office Hours: 10 to 12 a. m.

1 to 5 p, ni., 6 to 8 p. m.

s or.

Evidence, obtained by field ex-

aminers at the request of William

H. Hook, Indianapolis, director of

Indiana relief, was placed in the

9 hands of Allen county officials this

morning.
e “I can make no statement as to

il whether a case will be brought

f agalfffft Holtman,” Koenig said, “un

.. til I have had a chance to go over

i-1 the reported facte.”

MARKETREPORTS
DAILY REPORT OF LOCAL

AND FOREIGN MARKETS

LOCAL MARKET
Decatur Berne Craigville Hoagland

Corrected August 3

No commission and no yardage.
Veals received Tuesday, Wed-

nesday, Friday, Saturday.

160 to SOO lbs $4.70

20(1 to 250 lbs $4.80

250 to 300 libs $4.90

300 to 3®f* lbs $4.76
140 to 160 Ibd $3.65

120 to 140 Tbs $2.90
100 to 120 lbs $2.40

Roughs $3.00

Stags $1.50

Veulens $5.50

Uwe and wether lambs $6.25

CHICAGO GRAIN CLOSE

Sept. Dee. May

Wheat, old 1.02% 1.04% 1.07

new 1.02% 1.04%

Corn 71% 74% 78%

Oats, old 46% 47% 49%

new ...
46% 47%

East Buffalo Livestock

Hog receipts 2,100; holdovers

150; active, strong to mostly 5 to

10c higher; bulk desirable 160 to

280 lbs. averaging 190 lbs. up.

$5.40 to $5.50; largely $5.45 to

$5.50; 140 to 200 lbs. averaging

160 to 170 lbs. $5 to $5.25; pigs
and underweights scarce, quoted

53.50 to $4.85.

Cattle receipts 300; market

steady; common grass steers and

heifers $4; low cutter and cutter

cows $1 to $2.

Calf receipts 350; vealers gen-

erally 50c higher; bulk good to

choice $6.50; common and medium

$4.50 to $5.75.

Sheep receipts 1,000: lambs

strong to 25c higher; good to near

choice $7.75. equivalent to $8 for

selections; common and medium

$ u.50 to s>.

FORT WAYNE LIVESTOCK

Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 3.—(U.K)
—Livestock;

Hogs, 10 to 15c higher; 250-300

lbs.. $5.15; 200-250 lbs., $5; 180-200

lbs.. $4.85; 160-180 lbs., $4.70; 150-

160 lbs.. $3.85; 140-150 lbs., $3.60;

130-140 lbs., $3.20; 120-130 lbs..

$2.75; 100-120 lbs., $2.40; roughs,

$3.75; stags, $2.

Calves, $6: lambs, $6.50.
LOCAL GRAIN MARKET

Corrected August 3

No. 1 New Wheat, 60 lbs. or

better ..it 92c

No. 2 New Wheat (58 lbs.) 91c

Oats, 30-lb. test 40e

White or mixed corn 85c

First class yellow corn 90c

Wool 20 to 25c

o

ASK PROBE OF
CLOSED FIRM!

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

ficials went there for an investiga-

tion they found the rooms empty,

Markuni said.

T. M. Overly, manager of the

Better Business Bureau of Indian-

apolis, disclosed today that the

firm had been under investigation
for several months and that warn-

ings against its business practices
had been issued in a bulletin pub-

lished by the bureau.

He described the firm's operation
as a ‘‘sell and switch” scheme.

‘Customers were solicited over

the phone," he explained. “Stock

was purchased for them and the

customers were kept so far in debt

that they were forced to sell their

stock and switch to another.”

The safe in the Mann and Co.,

office here was broken open in the

presence of Overly and an employe

of the state securities commission

but no securities or stock purchase

books were found.

William P. O'Neill, state secur-

ities commissioner, said he had de-

manded a financial statement from

the company shortly before Ullman

died but that none was

I I’RO.JECT HEAD
) PADDED PAYROLL

(CONTINUED FROM FACIE ONE)

tiled against Holt man.

Holtmun is a former secretary

to James I. Farley, Auburn, fourth

1 district congressman. After his

dismissal several months ago he
was given employment in the Al-

loti county reHet offices. Ho was

placed in charge of a tax survey

project in Fort Way tie.

Refuses Comment

‘ Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 3. —(U.R)

—Otto W. Koenig, Allen county

prosecutor, today refused to make

1 any statement regarding alleged

i irregularities in the handling ot

) IffERA project accounts hero by A.

J. Holtman. Fort Wayne supervls-

Hurt Mnnut.l-1 .! > < •»

x \ Blxlar do luU

lloitnl of Gimrdlono

Mura M.i’lutfMcrthor * Al<l 10.00

“.uretta Whitman do

J.HUta B.<-rl>"W<T do . 5.00

Olive Reynold" d" ’J®®
Merle Brmtol do *O.OO

\llee Walter" do "

I ~11., Iteboll dO •' '
Margaret Myers do 5 »0

Marie Anderson do
"

Sana Hay do J® ®

Marx Jta«elwoc*i do ; „Mrs? 11. Ehinger I Trustee) do 5.00

Pearl lUa d do » ®‘

Leots Beery do 5.0 I
Anna IHpberger do 150 ;
Elizabeth llodle do 10.0

Gertrude B<‘hurger do 5.0

Madeline Dunn do KO

Opal Myer" do »®?®
Alpha laney do ’?
.Monl* While do 5.00

Eva TurnDie son do

:Emma Beer do • ‘‘J- [
Mary Reynold" do 5.00

Wilma Sommers du >«•««

W Guv Brown Mileage IJ..U
Indiana Reformatory do 1.11

Ft Wavne Orphan Home do 1 < <5.001
Highway Repair

IHstrtei X". I
..

Wm. H. Bittner labor 57..0

Marshall Mclntogh do JS.OU
Guslar Kru.keherg do U.50

Guv Krall do •• >$ "0

John Bittner do 7.W

Ed HttUFlt labor team 5.

Willis Whlttenbarger do ... 5.”

Hug" Blakey do

IHmtrlet No. S

Hugo H. Gerke labor

Robert Gerke do 3

IH.irlel No. .1

Aug Blumenberg labor ..... <».»•»

A C. Si ppenh.igen labor team 5.00

Herbert Ulomenoerg do . 5.00

Herman Bultemeler labor ...
3

Erwin Bum k do

Wm. Witte do .
Alvin Witte do •

John C. Witte do

L. F. Fuhrman do

John Bohrere labor team 5.00

Herman Miller labor -

Elmer Fuhrman do l- »

Herbert BlomenbOrg do » o«

L. F. Fuhrman labor »•«“

Ed Baker do |
Harold Strahm do » o»

Phil Strahm do

Ernest Keller do 5.00

Hl.trlet No. I

G. H Bleeke labor *»•?>

N. Abbott do

Ijtwrenee Bleeke do as’oo I
Grant Ball do <“¦

Virgil Bowers labor team 5. >
Glen Girod do | ®®

G. Eltlerding do 5.1

M. I>ettihger do

Ernest Keller do & -',u

District No. 5

Herman t ieman lab'r 30..

George Loahe do . ....\,t
Charles Weasel do Ton
Merle Chrisman do

Harold Heller do
•> *

Paul Gauld do }’•*”
Joe Spangler do

Henry Heiman do J-®
Albert Laugherman do J’
Albert Braun do -».*•

District No. «
-7-a

C. P. Troutner labor — ’*•*'!
Paul Gould labor team «»--« ,
John Feasel do •’••'J®
Merle Christman do 43 --“|
Jim Bebout labor

® I
John Elzey du ?

Roy Steele do 5 »®

Fred Bender do -¦ I
Loren Troutner do I
Wm Noll do *¦

Homer Dague do »•»»

Frank Fortney do *¦ |
Roy Davis do J ” I
Jim Halberstadt do

Joe Durbin do r-Y”|

’lyde Bean do ,
O. S. Fortney Repair »•”'
lilatrlet No. 7 .

„„

James F. Parrish laibor team 4j..U,
P. Hook do ? .
E«i Neadstine do «

C. Fasswater labor 1
A. J. Bilderiiai k do - 'i
Lester Sipe labor team *? r» |
Dale Brandt labor .
Ralph Ituike do —

’

Robert Burke do < t
Herbert Livery Blacksmith .. . * i
W illshire. Lumber Co. cement n.ov

District N6. s I
Arman Habegger labor team 4».t)0 ¦
William Brunner labor . IJ -u |
Ralph McClaih labor »•*»,
Paul McClain labor team ...

' Albert Huser labor
<s ioi

jV. Hendricks labor team 48.59

Roily Johnson do Js.uo

Distr let No. 0 |
George Ringger labor team ».W

Wm. Troxell du

Haymond Ringger labor

A. BlrUh do f .
L. It. Schindler labor -

»¦««

Sam Minger labor team !''¦

L. R. Schindler labor b o'*

District .No. 1» --

lietufc Meshberger labor team -I'..1,? I
Robert Meshberger du ;

Milo Sales do '•”*

John Duff do J.ot
Robert Myers labor “•*?

Charles Studter do . J
Ed Bietler do

Clvde Striker do

Ellis Pontius do r •
Orvel KeJier do

District No. 11 .

NV M. Striker labor team - ob o®

Edward Meyers labor «.&»

Bob Lougli do

Roy Hiser do J®-?®
Pahl Striker do -‘ ‘2
Tom Sullivan do »•**!?
Thef-on Fenstmaker do .... • *•’*

Lte* Sthtll do 1® "®

Fred Marliys lalmr team Ib.bo

Herman Mathys labor . .*• ”

Fred Hatinl do *9”

W. M. Striker rent 8

Lithberfost Service Station oil

John Hendricks labor
*-¦>

District No. 1Z

Harley J. Reef labor team 49.75

Paul Butcher do W-JJ
Milton Teeter labor

Fred Roe do ...

- bt>,
Pat Moran do — 19.251
Jajqtyt Moran. ,

, ll* ' 1 '
Al.low 611 »l «<• *• "• 11 •“

F.rt Wnvim I’Hr. Co. <«¦ »'»'• L; I
City‘of Dccstlir L. ‘""'J HPti.klJ
Citizens Telephone ‘
Decatur Democrat 09 »"• A

00 ,1
C1,.,, V. Werllng 'lepnD hire

Mary Cowan Deputy hire '
John W. TvmliiH P22J!",?*! h | re 75 00 I J
Delmore Weehter DCput) I.

John Wechter ‘

56 00 >
It. I!. Heldrh h Tr®a»- **

0» i
Ruth Knapp Deputy Him ¦ ( l)(l

Walter J. Hockman lo»t«ge
|(|

It. 11. Heidrich Hecordera ex

Ft Wayne B. I’ Bup b"i 'X

Ralph k. Ho<m Dlt<h expense 1«->J
Zelma I. Koop do ,)(l ,
Fred Blum do .

Lavern Beltler do ,
Merle Beats do e 5(l
Hugh Moyer do - :r,
Preston Pyle do

1200
C. P. Troutner do ,

Albert Zimmerman do J
Noah Ith h do q .j
Win Mlchaela do

:|
Melvin Ehream do

~50
Amos Lelchty *1" J bq
Jacob J. Roth do

Ed Ithh do 6 >5
Godfred Smith do o0
Wm. Reichert do ....

j()()
Al Braun do , -5
Daniel Studler do .... JJ(I
James Ross do

j jo
('has C. Abnrt do

j 00
Leonard Muhlenkamp do { ~,
Grover Romey do s (1U
Dan Nelrelter do

Theodore Lengerich do J-JJJ
Henry Heideman do

J ()()
Chas Estel do ./ 5()
Wilbert Beer do , -

0

Emil It. Baumgartner do • #
Ralph Bereot do t 00
Harry Erhart do . nS

T. R. Noll do
3

Edwin Beer do

Geo Hiller do
17 00

Krick-Tyndall <o do
,

Clifton E. Striker Salary post. 1«j )()

Margaret Myers sa |Hr > ‘ 70 gj
L. E. Archbold salary

00
Mildred Koldewcy do

L. K. lArvhbold op. <‘X P

Frank W. Downs proa, exp ¦
J. F. Felty Salary .. s 0
Robert J. Zwh k Inquest

j. w. Vizard sal. postage j
Aug. Schlickman assessing '

Henry B. Heller salary

K

E&p%sV. ) n

,n

pmT' 150.00

Wm. J. Schumaker salarx
(|p

\l‘«rv McClure salarj 7-’nn
CarYe Pumphrey Ct. House a-M

B. W. DeVor do .. .... ~
Nor. Ind.. luh Ser. Co Jail ¦ •*.

Caneo Prod. 'Co do ,

Suttles Edwards Co. do ¦

Mary Welling -lection 2•
Birne Witness Co leg. ad'. 4

Wells Brothers Soldier buria, .lj 30
Irene Byron Sanatorium -.

Township Poor
*

C. A. Bell Union }•*
C. A. Bell Root *¦?"

Joe Brunnegraff Inion . a «‘

Kroger Store Root ¦
Winnes Shoe Store do •

Joe Brunnegraff do • ’¦

Home Grocery do - ?

Dr. O. J. Kohne .Io ¦ 1

John Helmrich P'e’de

Dr. J. C. Grandstaff Kirkland

H. A. Breiner do -J
J. W. Vizard St. Marys . 4..

»

laiwrence Carver St. Marys ¦ ¦
W. E. Spitler do

C. P. Troutner do

C. A. Douglas do •

Dr. C. C. Rayl do ¦ '?•»«
R. 11. Everett do

(’. A. Bell do

Acker Bros do •
-

inxie Queen M. Washington

Joe Brunnegraff do - J
Callow and Kohne do -
Fisner and Harris do 3a. y
peuatur Lumber Co do • io.ou

Ur. W. E. Smith do £.OO
pr. G. J. Kohne do in’-
Prs. Jones and Jones do JO '-’

Ko< her Lum. Coal Co do

S. E. Hite do - ® ‘j*
Dr. F. L. Grandstaff do ...

George A-pßleman do

Fred Pattensen do tjj.vv
Dr. Palmer Eicher do 90.00

Dr. H. Frohnapfel do v

Roy Archbold do J.o
Burk Elevator Co. do

Adams Co. Hospital do

Home Grocery do

C A Bell do . -' s
- \

Dawrence Carver Blue Creek 13.3*

Monroe Market do

Drs. Jones & Jones do -
.00

F. H. Tablet- Monroe 10.00 |
John A. Meyers do

a

H. E‘. itupert do - ™.VO

Berne K<iuity Exchange do "J ";
Dr. W. O. M«-Bride do 75.00

Monroe Grain Co do.
Burt Mangold do 0

Drs. Jone.s & Jones du 0.00

Standard Oil Co. do

Menno Wittner do

Drs. Jones & Jones do

Reuben Meyer French Out)

Albert Steiner do IV.uO

Reuben Meyer do .... .
George S. Moore Hartford 16.00

Dr. H. J. Hiestand do

Blackford Co. Hospital do 2.40

Chas B. Rbush do

Perry Glendenning do *

Chester Runyon do 3.1 b
Herman D. I olhemus do 60.40

C. P. liinr’hman Wabash s?*?°
Drs. Jones & Jones do .... 75.00

Joe Brunnegraff do 6 99

Mary McManus do -
Snyders Groeery do .....

pr. C. R- Price do *2.50

West Main Grocery do _3. 00

Central Grovery do fj jjj
Dr. C. P. Hinchman Jefferson 88. on

Geneva M. and G. Co do .. . 1-50

Drs. Jones & Jones do 5.00

Berne MillingCo do 4 50

Kroger St >re do J
llaymond Filer do 4 *®

C. P. Hinchman do 26 Lo

Spangler Bros, do

Ed J. Miller Washington 12.00

County Infirmary
H. P. La Fontaine salary 150.00

Cidra LaFontaine d,o ... 33.33

August Margan labor 35.00

Herbert LaFontaine do 35.00

Florence Lengerich do 35.00

Father Lusk do 35.00

Charles Cook do 6.00
Donald Cook do 2.25
ra Mcßride do 6.00

J. B. Miller do 17.40

Rev. lAt- M. 'Clauser do .. 4.00

August Walter Op. Exp 23.00

W. C. Adams and Sons do .. 36.25

Decatur Electric Shop do ... 4.46

Decatur Lumbet Co do .... .30

Carl C. Pumphrey do 1.75

11. A. Stuckey do 11.25
Miller’s Bakery do 37.55
Fisher and Harris do 304.51

C. A. Bell do 1.20
Schmitt Meat Market do 34.98

Burk Elevator Co do 7 2.00
Auto Electric Garage do 11.25

Schafer Hardwire Co. do 78.87
Holtohuse, Schulte and Co. do 48.50
Indiana State Prison do 15.16

Leo Ehinger do 17.60

by JOAN CLAYTON and MALCOLMLOG AN

betrayed nothing. As the elevator

1 arrived ahd the door opened, I saw

> that she carried a folded copy of
-a tabloid, and all my doubts van-

. ished. She must be the woman who

I had visited Vail.

, When we reached the street, I

. touched her arm and said, “Par-

i don me, may I speak to you for a

' moment?"
> She turned and looked at me with

¦ suspicion written plainly on her
! face.

“I believe you are interested in

Seifert Vail,” I said. “So am I.

I Perhaps we can help each other.”

She continued to look at me until

¦ I began to feel embarrassed. FinaL

: ly she answered me. Her voice was

. hard and metallic.
“What makes you think I need

' any help?” she asked.

“It will be worth your while to

find out, anyway,” I said, smiling.
“I can assure you of that. You

may find It worth a good deal.”

For just a moment her eyes nar-

rowed calculatingly. “Who are

you?” she demanded.

“My name is Fowler." I said.
“Robert Fowler. I’ve come down
from Sherwood Forest—”

I could see her recoil at the men-

tion of the sanatorium. Instantly
all her suspicion and hostility re-

turned.
“I have some information about

Seifert Vail that you might be glad
to know,” I said hastily.

“I'm not interested in him.” she

snapped. “I didn’t even know him.
I’m a friend of his sister’s.”

She turned away. “Just a mo-

ment, Mrs. Vail,” I said. She
whirled on me, her face pale. “Or
Miss Martin.” I added, “if you

prefer to use ynur maiden name.”
“If you don’t stop annoying me.

I’ll call a policeman!” she said. “I
don't know what you’re talking
about, and I don’t want anything
to do with you!”

She walked hurriedly to a taxi-
cab that stood at the curb. Curs-

ing my clumsiness, I followed her.
As the driver opened the door for

her, I said, “Please listen to me for
a mihute.”

“That man’s annoying me!” she
screamed at the driver. He started
out of his seat, and the woman

began to get into the cab. Then
a heavy voice behind me said:

“What’s all the trouble here?”
I could have embraced Dave Finn

then as I turned and saw him

standing behind me.

“Don't let her get away!” I cried.

“She’s the woman who turned on

the phonograph in Vail’s room.

She’s his wife!”

“Driver, will you please take me

away from here?” the woman de-
manded.

“Say, Mac.” the taxi driver said
to the sheriff, “how do you get in
on this?”

Finn pulled back the lapel of
his coat, revealing the badge pinned
to his suspenders.

“This is how I get in on it.” he
said. He turned to me. “What’s
this stuff about this woman bein’

Vail’s wife?”
“Mrs. Vail is dead,” the woman

said angrily. “I buried her myself
a month ago!”

“Wait a minute!” Finn said. He

put his foot on the running board
of the

,

taxi. “Somethin’ funny
here! Vail said his wife died two
years ago.”

“I tell you she’s his wife,” I said.
“I’m not accountable for what

Vail told anyone,” the blond woman

said. “Who are you, anyway?
What right have you got to keep
me here?”

“Lady," Finn said, “I’m the sher-
iff of Jamison County, and I’m
holdin’ you as a material witness
to the murder of*Seifert Vail.”

The woman covered her mouth
with her hand to stifle a scream.

She stared at the sheriff with

frightened eyes. Finn grinned at

her.

“Give the driver your address,
and well see. that you get home
safe,” he said.

He stepped into the cab. “Come

on,” he said, and I followed him.
The woman crowded into the far
corner of the seat.

“Where do you Jive?” Finn asked
her. She did not answer. “Listen,”
he said. “If you -want to go to Sher-
wood Forest right now, it’s all right
with me, but I advise yon to go home
and get some clothes. You may be

up there a long time. Where do you
live?”

“The Hotel Hardy,” she an-

swered. Finn gave the driver that
address and we started away.

“So you’re the one who started the

phonograph in Vail’s room,” the
sheriff said. “What were you doin’
there?”

. I “I don't know what you’re talk-

CHAPTER XXXIII
It was only as we puffed out of

• the station, with the first obstacle

) surmounted, that I began to Con-

, sider what I would do in New York.

Assuming that the woman who had
come to visit Vai) was his wife,
and went to his sister’s apartment,
how would I persuade her to return

to Sherwood Forest with me? My
trip suddenly began to appear like

the most futile sort of wild goose

chase. When I was with Mark, I
could catch his enthusiasm and op-

timism. but now a feeling of help-
lessness and depression settled

upon me.

At that moment, the conductor

arrived, and when I had bought
my ticket, I realized that I was

hungry and remembered that I had

’ had no breakfast I went into the

i diner, resolving to think no more

about my errand until I had eaten.

Bacon and eggs, toast and black

coffee were wonderful restoratives.

When I returned to the coach. I

felt much more confident. I still

did not know just what I would

do, but I felt that I could handle

the situation when it arose.

Two hours after I had boarded

It. the train pulled into the dismal

station at Weehawken. I took the

ferry to Forty-second street and

taxied to the address Mark had

given me. It was a large, impres-
sive apartment house, guarded by
a tall Irish doorman. I took the

elevator to the third floor and found

Miss Vail’s apartment in the rear.

A negro maid answered the bell.
‘‘ls Miss Vail in?” I asked.

“No sir, Miss Vail’s out,” she

said.

I paused to consider for a mo-

ment and she began to close the

door.
“Do you expect her back today?”

I asked.

“No, sir, she’s out of town. You

want to leave a message?”
“Tell her Mr. Fowler called," I

said.
I stood for a minute in the hall

as the door closed. I was disgusted
with myself. I had planned to state

the situation frankly to Vail’s sis-

ter, but I had failed entirely to

take into account the fact that she

might be out. The woman might
have been there and left, for all

I knew.
There seemed to be nothing to

do but wait. I walked down the

hall to the stairway and opened
the door leading to it. Leaving it

open slightly, I sat down on the

top step.
I had plenty of time for unpleas-

ant reflections. My first reversal

had shaken my confidence. I real-

ized now that, if the woman did

go to see Anne Vail, it would take

a great deal of persuasion to make

her go back to the sanatorium. I
saw that I should have confided in
Finn. The sheriff had the author-

ity to force her to return. I had

none.

I went through a bad half an

hour before I heard the elevator

stop and the door open. Through
the crack in the doorway, I saw a

women pass me. My heart began
to thump. The light was not very

good, but even so I could see that

her hair was a very light blond

and that she wore a coat trimmed

with some sort of black hair. She

went down the hall and I heard

her ring a bell. From my position
I could not see her without putting
my head out the doorway, but I
heard her say, “I want to see Miss

Vail.”
The maid’s voice answered, “She

ain’t in."

“When do you expect her back?”

the woman asked.

‘‘Tomorrow, maybe.”
I heard the door close and the

woman come down the hall. When

she had passed me, I stepped quietly
out from behind the door and fol-
lowed her. My first glance con-

vinced me that she was the woman

whom the taxicab driver had taken
to the sanatorium the day Vail was

murdered. Her hair was a pal-
pably spurious platinum blond, set

in hard, metallic waves. She wore

a small black hat and a black coat

trimmed with long, black silky hair,

i When she turned to ring for the

elevator I saw her face—plump,
highly rouged, with deep lines of
selfishness and discontent running
to the corners of her small mouth.
She was short, and her neck and

hips were fat. I looked at her with

i a shock of disappointment. It

' seemed impossible that she could

| be the pretty woman whose photo-
graphs Vail had kept hidden in his

• room.

I The woman turned and gave me

a quick, appraising glance as I ap-

proached. Her blue eyes were pred-
atory and wary; they observed, but!

r Ing about," she snld. “1 won’t an-

r swer any questions.”
f The sheriff looked at her for a

- minute longer. “Maybe you’ll
j change your mind,” he said. He

turned to me. “What makes you

I think she’s the woman?”

“She answers the description
i given me by the taxi driver who

took her to the sanatorium from

i Echoville,” I said. “And she must be

r Vail's widow. If she weren't, I never

would have found her. Look at

i this.”

. I took from my pocket the clip-
’ ping of the paragraph from the

I Broadway gossip column. Finn read

• it slowly, aloud, his forehead wrin-

j klingas he struggled to comprehend
its strange jargon.

I “Vail left some money, is that

what it means?” he asked.

> “Yes,” I said. “Mark put it in ths

. paper because he was sure it was

i Mrs. Vail who went to the sanato-

rium the day Vail was murdered.

• He thought that if she read that, she

• would go to see Vail’s sister to claim

the money. It worked out just as he

. expected. This woman went to Miss

i Vail’sapartment, but Miss Vail was

out She’s carrying the newspaper

• with that paragraph in it Don’t you

’ see how it all fits together? She
must be Mrs. Vail!”

“What you got to say to that?”

; Finn asked her. She looked at him

I coldly, with compressed lips, and
then turned away.

“Won’t talk, hunh? Why did you

go to see Miss Vail?”

Still she refused to reply. Finn
was annoyed. He turned to me an-

grily.
“So you and Hillyer tried to put

one over on me." he said. “You bet-
ter watch your step! You’ll find

yourself charged with obstructin’

justice if you ain't careful.”

“Obstructing justice!” I answered

indignantly. “Is that what you call
it when Mark and I find an impor-
tant witness for you?”

“Suppose 1 hadn’t seen you take
the train and followed you? This
woman would have got away.”

“I just barely had time to catch
the train, or I certainly would have
told you what I was doing,” I said.
“I’m mighty glad you followed me.

Really, Mark and I weren’t trying
to put anything over on you.”

The cab stopped in front of a

shabby hotel in the theatrical dis-
trict The blond woman, her chin
in the air, swept into the hotel, with
Finn behind her. I paid the fare and

followed. The woman went to the
desk and said to the clerk:

“Will you please identify me for
this—gentleman.”

“Certainly, Miss Montague,” the
clerk answered.

“My name is Elaine Montague,”
she said. She looked at the clerk
and he said, “That’s right, sir, that’s
the name.”

Finn drew her off to one side of
the lobby.

“You may think that’s identifica-

tion, Miss Montague,” he said,
“but I don’t. Names are too easy to

change. What I want to know is,

why did you go to Miss Vail’s apart-
ment when you read that piece in
the paper?”

“Since you seem determined to

pry into my affairs," she answered.
“I’m Francine Vail’s beneficiary.
She died five weeks ago in France

and left me everything she had.”

“Well, what made you think that
entitled you to anything Vail might
have left?”

“I guess 1 have as much right to

it as his sister.” she said sullenly.
Her explanation sounded com-

pletely incredible to me. I looked on

skeptically, wondering what the
sheriff would do next.

“I’d like to take a look at your
room." he said.

“1 won’t permit it!” she answer :d

angrily. “I’ve shown you I haven't

got anything to do with this mur-

der.”

“You still got to show me you ain’t
the woman who went to Sherwood ,
Forest to see Vail. You take me to

your room, or I’llarrest you and get
a warrant to search it!”

The defiance went out of Elaine

Montague. Her face seemed tired
and old as she turned without a word
and led the way to the elevator.

Her room was cluttered with

eheap, gaudy knicknacks. Powder
teas spilled over the bureau top, and
it was covered with jars of cos- ,
metics. Clothing was strewn in dis-
order over the bed. The air was

odorous of cheap perfume and stale

cigarette smoke. Entering behind '
Miss Montague and the sheriff. I
looked around me with distaste.

(To Be Continued)
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