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CHAPTER XXVII

At that moment an unexpected
visitor arrived—William Anderson,
the business manager of Sherwood
Forest. He was suave and smilipg,
as usual.

“Good afternoon, Mr. Hillyer,” he
said. “Good afternoon, Mr, Fowler.,”
He turned back to Mark. “You are
feeling well, I hope.”

“Fine,” said Mark. “Sit down.”

Anderson said, “May I have a
word with you in private?”

I went out and waited in the cor-
ridor, talking to one of the nurses,
until Anderson left five minutes
later. When I returned, Mark said,
“My services don’t seem to be ap-
Anderson's after me to
quit my snooping now.”

“Really?” I said. “What did you
tell him?”

“] denied everything,” Mark
grinned. “l was amazed that he
thought I was a detective. I pointed

| out that I couldn’t move from bed
| and asked him how he got the idea

that I was interested in Vail's mur-
der. But I couldn’t break him down.
That man wouldn’t lese his com-
posure in an earthquake. He apolo-
gized, said he was mistaken and was
glad to hear he had been misin-

| formed, and left. He didn't believe

a word of it, naturally.”
“And now, of course,” I said, “you

couldn’t be bought off for a million
1, | dollars.”

That evening after dinner I met
Loren in the lobby. I inquired about
his unele’s eold and was told it was
improving. We chatted for a few
minutes and then Loren said:

“Sue and I are going to the

| movies tonight. Why don’t you come

29

“As a chaperone ?” I laughed.

Loren smiled and said, “No, we'd
Hke to have you. Or maybe, being
in the theater, you look down on the
movies.”

“Not at all,” I said. “I’'m inter-
ested in movie technique. If you
reali{v want me, I'll be glad to join
you.”

“Fine!” Loren said. “I'll pick you
and Sue up here at 7,30.”

He left me, whistling the tune
that was at the moment being
played and sung by every radio
performer. I watched him go, specu-
lating about the reason for his whol-
ly unexpected invitation. It was
chiefly to find out why he wanted me
that I had accepted.

Perhaps, I thought, it was be-

| cause of Sue. He had been seeing

her at every opportunity, and they
were being talked about a good
deal. The fact that John Calvert
also liked Sue gave the gossip an
additional fillip. In my room, chang-
ing my clothes, I compared the two
men. Loren was undoubtedly more
superficially attractive, but there
was something too practised in his
manner toward women. Too many
of them, I felt, had liked him—or
his uncle’s fortune. Dr. Calvert was
often curt and cold, but he seemed
to me much more of a man than the
rich man’s nephew. Still, the choice
was Sue's, not mine.

Loren arrived before her, but she
did not L ep us waiting long, She
eame hurrying down the hall, look-
ing prettier than ever out of uni-

| form. When she greeted us, she

somehow made me feel that her ra-
diant happiness was due to me
alone, and I am sure Loren received
the same flattering impression. It
was net intentional coquetry, but
merely a delightful way she had
of estahlishing a separate, secret
intimacy with everyone.

The night was almost as uncom-
fortable as the day had been. When
we were in the car—all sitting on
the front seat—Sue sighed and said:

“T wonder if the heat’s ever go-
ing to end.”

“The paper says it will, tonight or
tomorrow,” I said. “There’s a big
storm coming across the country
and the heat wave is already broken
in the middle west.”

“How’s Mark bearing up under
it?” Loren asked easually.

“All right,” I said. “He's forgot-
ten about the heat since—recently,
I mean.”

“] understand,” Loren said,
laughing, “But now that it's all
over, he must have plenty of time to
be eomfortable.”

“] haven't noticed it,” I said.
“Have you, Sue?”

“Oh, he's mueh more cheerful
than he was when he came herve.
Wasn't he a terror at first? I was
scared to death of him.”

“] hear Mark’s still busy detect-
ing,” Loren said.

I smiled privately, This was the
explanation of my presence. Loren
wanted to pump me, He wasn’t very
adroit about it, I thought. I lied to
him and said, “Oh, no. Why should

be?”

“Clendening’s still stewing about
it,” Loren answered. “He's certain
Joe isn't—"

“Oh, please!” Sue interrupted.
“Can't we forget that for one night?
It’s obsessed everyone here since it
happened.”

“I'm sorry, Sue,” Loren said. “I
promise not to say a word more
about it tonight. First person to
mention it has to pay for sodas after
the movies,”

I paid for the sodas, but not be-

eause I mentioned the murder. We
all aveided the topic and, as always
happens in such circumstances, I am
sure we all thought of it a great
deal. During the movie, which was
not very amusing, I wondered why
Loren wanted to know about Mark’s
investigation. Once more my sus-
picions of him recurred, though I
tried to forget them. If it had not
been for Sue, it would have been a
dull party.

The predicted storm arrived the
next morning. I stood on Mark’s
porch, delighting in the cool south-
west wind, the storm’s outrider.
Mark’s bed had been pulled out and
he sat, silently watching the ap-
proach of the rain, We could see it
coming miles away, and hear the
reverberating thunder, First the
most distant ring of hills was blot-
ted out, and then the mext and the
next. Finally we could see the veil
of rain itself, sweeping magnifi-
cently toward us. It came very
quickly and suddenly it was upon
us, drumming on the roof, blowing
in eur faces, pelting on the thirsty
earth and the parched trees and
grass. The air was eool and it had
that delightful freshness that comes
when rain washes it, Mark and I
drew in deep breaths of it, and
Mark said, “I don’t think I ever
really saw the mountains before.”

We could see them only in mem-
ory now. The rain had hidden them,
and the highest were in the midst
of the black clouds that darted
tongues of lightning, Thunder-
storms, like the ocean, always
frighten me a little, and are conse-
quently fascinating. We hoth stared
out before us until Mark’s telephone
rang, I went inside and answered
it.

“Hello,” an agitated, breathless
voice said. “Hillyer?”

“This is Fowler,” I said. ¥Can |
give him a message?”

“This is Clendening,” the voice
said. “Come to Lakeside right

THIMBLE THEATER

o

away. I've found something very
important. Come right—"

There was a sound like a sudden
exhalation of breath and then &
loud thump. I shouted, “H«l‘lo.
hello!” but there was no answer, The
line must have gone dead, I thought.
I jizgled the receiver. The operator
answered. “I was cut off from Lake-
side Cottage,” I said.

“What's up ?” Mark called.

“Clendening called,” I said. “He
wanted me to come right over; said
he'd found something important,
Then I heard a thud and I couldn't
get him back, Lord, Mark, I'm
afraid something’s happened to
him.”

“Get Calvert and run right ever,”
he said.

)
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A woman, with her coat collar pulled up and her head bent, ran up onto
the veranda. She almost collided with me.

I ran down the corridor to Dr, Cai-
vert’s door and knocked.

“Come in,” he called.

He was sitting at his desk. “Hel-
lo,” he said, and then, as he saw my
face he added
wrong? Not Mark ?”

“No,” I panted. “Clendening.
Something’'s happened to him. He

his
there was a sound as though he had
fallen.”

The doctor had already reached
for his emergeney bag, Before I

ed for the door.
“Mind coming with me?”
asked. “I may need you.”

pace with his long strides. Passing
the desk in the ]Ugt

Lakeside right away.”
As we stepped out on the porch

up and her head bent, ran up onto
the veranda.

caught a glimpse of her face.
turned and stared at her as she ran
past and inte the building,

“It's Felipa!” I exclaimed.

He, too, I noticed, was startled by
her sudden reappearance.

“Yes,” he said in a low voice,
Then, as the taxi driver put his car
in gear, Dr. Calvert leaped down
the steps and called, “Taxi! Wait a
minute.”

We scrambled inside and the doc-
tor said, “If you're geing back to
the village, will you drop us at Lake-
side ?”

“Sure, doctor,” the driver an-
swered.

A minnte later we stopped in the
road in front of the cottage, and in
the pelting rain the doctor and I ran
for the house.

(To Be Continued)
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{| Gurney Refrigerators

These Refrigerators are designed and manufactured by one of

the oldest and best

plated.
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25 Pound Ice Capacity TOP ICERS, Sale Price
75 Pound Ice Capacity TOP ICERS, Sale Price .

known companies in the United States

The cabinets are made of clear Wisconsin ash and heavily in-
sulated with cork, with solid brass hinges and catches nickle

The Improved System of Cold Air
circulation insures an even distri-
bution of cold air throughout the
entire food compartment. The lin-
ings are fabricated of heavy steel
and are strong, water and air tight.
Made to give years of satisfactory
service.,

In a word these refrigerators are the best
that money can buy.

In order to appreciate the extreme low
prices you must see these ice refrigerators.
They are actually priced at one-half their
worth,

Come in and let us explain
our easy payment plan.

$ 6.80
2.90

190 Pound Ice Capacity TOP ICERS, Sale Price .. ... ... 14.78
J§ Pound lce Capacity SIDE 1CERS, Sale Price . . ... .. 15.30
75 Pound Ice Capacity SIDE [CERS, Sale Price . ...... 182

100 Pound Ice Capacity SIDE

The

ICERS, Sale Price ....... 2400
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HE PEOPLE"

'M NOT GOING TO
STAND (IT- I'LL BAWL
THE HECK OUT OF THEM -
THENY'VE GOT NG RGHT
TO SHOOT AT ME WHEN
\'VE GOT COMPANY ’

A

FPETD & Y00 SONT SIS
SHOOTING CANNON BALLS AT
ME WHEN 'VE GOT COMPANY
LU HAVE EVERY MORONMLC.

SON OF YOO BEHENDED - oo =2 !
R X e v
OF SAPS:

T

ey
el
W
fo
l'v

q
£

1 B=

—————————————

e —g—— —



