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SYNOPSIS

Seifert Vail, the most unpopular
patient at exclusive Sherwood For-
est Sanatorium, is murdered. Two
wounds are found on the body; one
apparently from a sharp weapon
and the other, from a dull, rusty
instrument. Dr. John Calvert and
Mark Hillyer, playright and pa-
tient, agree the wounds could have
been caused by a pair of scissors.
Felipa, the maid, discovered the
body when she went into Vail’s
room to turn off the phonograph.
Vail, a former opera singer,
broken-hearted over the death of
his wife, had a habit of repeatedly
playing the record “Waiting For
You,” sung by himself. Dr. Cal-
vert claims Vail had been dead an
hour before the phonograph started
playing. Vail shared a cottage
with Willis Clendening, Milton
Cross and James Ruxton. Rux-
ton’s nephew, Loren, and Dr. Cal-
vert are rivals for the affections
of Sue Faraday, Mark’s nurse.
Ruxton had changed rooms with
Vail the day before the crime be-
cause the former’s room had a
private entrance and Vail expected
a wvisitor he wanted to receive
A letter the victim re-
ceived from New York is missing.
Sheriff Finn asks Felipa how she
knew Vail had been murdered
when he had been covered and the
wounds were not visible. She ap-
pears to be hiding something and,
next morning, disappears. Clen-
dening claims he saw a piece of

table, but no trace ean be found
of it. Loren Ruxton claims he
was out with Sue at the time of
the tragedy and took a snapshot
of Lakeside Cottage a little after
two o’clock, yet Sue had not left
the hospital until five minutes to
three. Mark’s theory regarding the
note in Felipa’s room is that Dr.
Calvert, having gone there alone,
may have found the note but de-
nied seeing it. Learning from the

it was printed, Mark exclaims,
“That’s bad!”

CHAPTER XVI

“Consider that combination of
circumstances, sheriff,” Mark said.
His blue eyes were almost blazing
with execitement, but his voice re-
mained low and level. “Felipa re-
ceived a note last night, written by

his handwriting. Some time dur-
ing the night she disappeared. She
had been hiding something from

she knew or suspected the identity
of the murderer and didn’t want to
reveal it. That note which she re-
ceived must have been written by
the person she suspected. If the
author was being protected by her
through friendship, doesn’t it scem
probable that he was attempting to
arrange to see her secretly?”

Finn had risen to his feet. For

He looked actually frightened.

“What are you getting at?” he
asked in a husky voice.

“Just this,” said Mark. “Felipa
may have run away, but there’s an-
other possible explanation of her
disappearance. If she knew too
much, she may have been murdered
too.”

I felt the hair at the back of my
neck rising. Finn swallowed pain-
fully.

“T keep thinking of that lake in
back of the cottage,” Mark said.
“If she started to run away, she
probably went along that path be-
side it, through the woods.” He
looked sombrely at us. “Mr. Finn,”
he added, “1'd look along that path
and around that lake very care-
fully, if 1 were you. If Felipa isn’t
found soon, I'd drag the lake.”

Finn tried to laugh and failed
dismally. *“Heck, Mr. Hillyer,” he
said, “the girl just ran away. Judas
Priest, don't try to make things any
worse than they are already!

He walked to the door.

“After all, you're the sheriff,”
Mark said, “but I repeat, you’d bet-
ter look around that lake.”

“I aint going to do any soch

puliled the door open with a vicious
yank, and left us.

I stayed in Mark’s room only a
few minutes after Finn had left.
Disturbed by the developments of
the morning, confused by all the
theories that had sprung from
Mark’s too fertile brain, | wanted
to get away by myself and think.
The murder of Seifert Vail had been
bewildering enough yesterday, with
half a dozen significant facts which
seemed to bear no relation to gach
other. Now, with Felipa, Leéten
Ruxton and Dr. Calvert all under
suspicion, it seemed a hopeless prob-
lem. I went to my room and walked
up and down, smoking cigarettes,
trying to find some order and rol_a-
tionship in that confusion, and fail-
ing.

iI\!nct: disquieting of all was
Mark’s certainty that Felipa had
been murdered, that her body was
in that still, deep lake less than a
hundred yards from the room in
which Vail had been stabbed to
death. My mind kept returning to
it, and I could not persuade myself
that it was all a product of Mark’s |
melodramatic imagination. He had
sensed the tragedy at Lakeside cot-
tage when Vail’s phonograph had
stopped playing, and I ecould not
escape the fear that this other in-
tuition of his was correct,

Without knowing what I hoped to
accomplish, driven only by vague
apprehensions, I left my room and
entered the woods behind the sana-
torium by a marrow path that led
from the rear of the main building.
In a few minutes I could see nothing
but trees and thick underbrush on
either side of me. I might have been
miles from any habitation. It was
very silent; not even a bird sang.

Hurrying, I came suddenly upen
the shore of the lake. Even with the
sun high, the water near the shores
was shadowed by dark firs and bal-
gsams. The patch of brightness
where the sunlight gleamed on the
center of the lake only made the rest
of it appear more gloomy. I could
feel a chill rising from the water as
I continued around the southern end
of the lake, the end nearest Lake-
side Cottage. The woods were
thinner here, and [ could ecatch
glimpses of the cottage through the
trees.

When the path turned sharply
north, at the east end of the lake, I
walked more slowly, my eyes on the
ground. It was here that Felipa
walked, if she went that way last
night. I was examining the beaten
earth so closely that, as the path
took a turn, I almost ran into three
men standing in the footway—the
sheriff, one of his deputies and Dr.
Calvert.

“Hello,” I said.
isn’t it?”

The sheriff grunted. Calvert said,
“Goed morning, Mr. Fowler. Tak-
ing a walk ?”

I nodded. It was difficult for me
to look at the young doctor; I was
afraid that I would betray my sus-
picions.

“Are we in your way, Mr. Fow-
ler ?” Finn asked.

“Oh, no. 1 was just walking
around.”

“Don’t let us stop you,” he said.

“Look here, Mr. Finn,” [ an-
swered, “you know perfeetly well
why I'm here, and I know why
you’re here. After all, it was Mark
Hillyer who suggested looking along
the path, and I'm only trying to help
both of you.”

The sheriff’s face reddened. 1 no-
ticed that the deputy looked quizzi-
cally at him, and I realized that he
must have aﬁpropriated Mark’s sug-
gestion without giving him credit
for it.

“There's too many amateur de-
tectives around here,” he said.
“When | want your advice, or Mr.
Hillyer’s, I'll ask for it.”

“Very well,” I said. “Will you let
me pass?”

The three men stepped silently
aside and 1 walked them. I was
angry and humiliated, and | decided
at that moment to have nothing fur-
ther to do with the inquiry into
Vail's murder. f Mark wanted to

“Nice morning,

thing!” Finn replied angrily. He

wonldn’t be dragged into his plans
any more.

A blue jay in the path in front of
me shricked suddenly and

introspection and I glanced at the
spot from which it had flown.
heart began to hammer. At my
turned and ran back,
“Sheriff! Sheriff!”

ing toward me. ;
“Felipa’s beads!” I eried.

ute, picking up the beads in his
thick fingers.

he said. o
I felt suddenly ridiculous. I did
not know they were Felipa's; the
association had been automatic, be-
cause I had been looking for some
trace of her.
voice behind me said:
“She had a necklace like that.
I've seen it.” f
The sheriff turned, holding the
beads in his cupped hand. e
looked very grim. 3
“Listen, Simpson,” he said to his
deputy. “You go back to town in
my car and get the grappling hook
that’s in my garage. Bring it here
as fast as you can.”
“You going to drag the lake?”
Simpson asked incredulously.
“What do you think I'm going to
do with a grappling hook? Comb
my hair with it?”
“Why, chief, you can’t drag that
lake.
tom—everybody knows that.”

your neck!” Finn roared.
“Qkay, chief, okay,”
said placatingly.

Simpson

walked toward the lake. The doctor
tion, followed him.
stood at the edge of the lake, look-

bottom which shelved off sharply
a few feet from shore. The sheriff
began to walk slowly along the
shore, scrambling over rocks and
roots of trees.

“Say, what's that?” he cried sud-
denly. He turned and caught Dr.
Calvert’s arm. The physician
wineed.

“No need to break my arm,” he
said, pulling away.

“Sorry, doe, but look down
there!” I followed Finn’s pointing
arm. On a ledge five feet from
shore, just before the rock dropped
away to nothingness, was a dark,
shapeless bundle.

“It looks—" Dr, Calvert did not
finish the sentence. He looked at
the sheriff with dismay in his eyes.
Finn began to run along the
shore, panting and stumbling. A
rowboat was pulled up on the
gravel at one end, and the sheriff
stopped there and came hurrying
back with a leng boat hoek in his
hand. The bundle moved slightly
as he touched it with the pole. He
twisted the pole until the hook in
the end caught. Then he bent his
back and lifted, with all his
strength. The dark mass came up
slowly, and as it came out of the
water, diminished in size. I realized
then that the refraction of the light
had magnified it, and I almost
laughed with relief. Out of the
water, it was no more than three
feet long.

The sheriff deposited it on the
bank and he and the doctor knelt
and began to examine it. It ap-
peared to be a khaki garment of
some sort, bundled up and tied by
the sleeves. Under the sheriff’s
hands it came apart.
sharp exclamation as he unfolded it.

The bundle was a pair of khaki
overalls, and inside it was a pair
of hedge shears. Where they had
rested against the cloth, there was
a dark sticky stain. Dr. Calvert's
hand darted toward the shears. Ha
picked them up and felt the edges
of the blades,

“Mr. Finn,” he said solemnly, “1
believe wou've found the weapon
that Vail was killed with.”

(To Be Continued)
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