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SYNOPSIS
Seifert Vail, former opera singer,
is stabbed to death in Lakeside
Cottage of exclusive Sherwood
Forest Sanatorium. Vail brooded
ynstantly over his wife's death.
Hu continuously played the phono-
graph record “Waiting For You,”

| his wedding theme sung in his own
| voice. This record was playing at
| the time of his death. A maid dis-

covered Vail's body when she went

into his room to turn off the record. |*
Willis Clendening, Milton Cross |’

and James Ruxton, the millionaire,
shared the cottage with Vail. Rux-
Ln'\ favorite nephew and heir,
Loren ton, and Dr. John Cal-
vert are n\'\h for the aftections
f Sue Fara a nurse., Mark
Hillyer, the pl'\nghl crippled
from arthritis and bored by the
otony of sanatorium life, wel-
omes a little excitement He
sends his secretary, Bob Fowler,
y investigate the trouble at Lake-
side Cottage. It is discovered

| that \/dxl\ room has a private en-

rance which opens directly on the

grounds. Dr. Calvert claims Vail
had been dead an hour before the
phonograph started playing. Sher-
iff Dave Finn arrives. Ruxton
changed rooms with Vail the day

§ expecting a

guest he was anxious to receive
secretly, which the private en-
trance in Ruxton's room afforded.

| Clendening discloses that Vail re-

ceived a letter from New York

two days before his death The

police locate some photographs but
no letter

CHAPTER l\

“Vail must have destroyed the let-

e a vas in a

» envelope with the ad-

-1vz

f some people weren't so
1e might have kept it,” Finn
1 resenttully.

the vm(~*r1;h~ .on the

“An !wi\ LVn\\ \\‘ ul 18 1:"" he

sked

Dr, Calvert said promptly, “Vail’s
wife. She died two years ago.”

“Oh.” s "

at the photo-
} woman was small,
miling. She had a pret-
1 mouth. For a long time I
at her dimpled face and her
oft, white hands, exquisitely posed.
I h d expecte d lvau.\ this was only

prettiness and ,\'mnh. I could not|

1dent her, somehow, as a figure
of tragedy. ‘A vague feeling of dis-
appoi nted surprise took possession
of me. These photographs seemed
nvalidate the rom: ance Vail had
himself
1 d d\\d\ 'Dr. Calvert
vas explaining that he had known
Vail and his wife in New York,
where Vail had been his patient. It
vas he who had obtained a reduced
rate for Vail at the sanatorium, for
the singer had lost almost all of his
noney in the stock market. But
"1il never a grateful man, had com-
n'hnml bitterly about the sefvice
riven him.
The deputy came out of Vail’s

i
1d

| room again, and this time he carried

a sma
“Look
aid.

“Where was it?”

“In Vail's bureau, under some
clothes,”

Finn took the vevolver in his hand
and broke it.

“Clean,” he said. “Looks like it's

een fired. Did you find any

lges 7"

Nope, and ln(hlw me, we took
1at room to piece

Finn reddened. l‘h final compli-

n seemed too much for him. He
looked as though he were about to
vent his disappeintment and confu-
ml in an outburst of rage,

“If Vail was going to see some-
tody he was scared of, why the
cuce did he leave his gun acros:
tae room, and unloaded, too?” he

ked.

The deputy very quietly backed
iuto Vail's room.
“It don't make sense!”
“It don't make any

nickel-plated revolver.
what we found, chief,” he

Finn
sense at

While Finn was frotting about|w
the revolver, the photographer ar-
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