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forget Ann’s admission that because
she had to have the money for John
Herbert’s education she had “done |
a lot of things she didn’t want her
boy ever to know about.” Perhaps
Diane’s love for John Herbert col-|
ored her judgment, but to her, high
above the questionable activitics of
Ann Haskel’s life, stood the sacri-
fice the woman had made for her
boy—the denial of her mother hun-
ger for the companionship of her
son—in order that he might escape
the life to which she, herself, by
circumstances was condemned. This
mountain woman was not the only
soul whose spiritual ideals were as
stars above the muddy pool of en-
vironment and the driving material
demands of life.

Almost as if she were reading the
girl’s thoughts Ann continued:

“Somebody jest natchally had to
run things in these parts. When I
first tuck holt hit had got to sich
a pass with night-ridin’ an’ sich
doin’s thar warn’t no livin’ fer no-
body what wanted to live peaceable
and decent. I’ve been a mite rough
at times, I'll allow, but you've jest
seen fer yourse'f what Jeff Todd an’
Lem Wilkins an’ their kind air like.
Thar’s only one way a body can deal
with such critters. Good for nothin’,
that’s what they be, an’ I've handled
‘em as sich. Other folks has fol-
lored my lead ’cause I made money

fer ’em, buyin’ their corn an’ sich, {?

and because I made hit safe fer
‘em. Hit seems like now, since I
been gone, Jeff’s got his crowd to-
csether an’ took charge ag’in’. Wal,
hit’s all different fer me than "twas.
My boy’s safe out of hit all. Hit
war him an’ his schoolin’ kept me
a-goin’. I don't reckon I got any-
thing left to fight fer now. I "lowed
if T could git back to my own stamp-
in’-ground 'fore them police ketched
up with me, I'd be all right. But
that ornmery hound, Jeff Todd,
wouldn’t want nothin' better than
to turn me over to the law.”

“Mrs. Haskel,” cried Diane,
“what in the world are you talking
about? Why should the police be
after you?”

“Didn’t Levering an’ Jedge Shan-
non tell you an’ Herb nothin’?”

The girl shook her head. “I didn’t
go with John Herbert to see Mr.
Levering and the Judge. I haven’t
seen John Herbert since he left me
at my apartment. The minute he
was gone I made arrangements for
a plane and started. Ididn't tell him
why you left or that I was coming
after you, because, of course, I
wanted to straighten it all out with
vou befer - “e knew anything about

“Mrs. Haskel,” cried Diane, “what i

tered. “I was sure that when I had
explained everything to you you
wouldn’t feel so bad about it all and
that you would go right back home
with me and everything would be
all right.”

“You seen the message I got from
Levering, didn't you?"”

“Yes. John Herbert found it in
his room. But there was nothing in
it except that Mr. Levering and
Judge Shannon were in the city
and would see you in the morning.”

“My Gawd-a-mighty!” wailed
Nance. “As if that warn’t
aplenty.”

“You shet up, Nance,” snapped
Ar)tn “Diane an’ me’ll do the talk-
“John Herbert told me that Mr.
Levering was your lawyer,” said
Diane, doubtfully.

“Levering’s a lawyer, right
enough,” returned Ann, dryly. “But
suppose you go ahead an’ tell me
jest what you "lowed made me quit
you-all at the party an’ light out so
sudden like I did. I own I ain’t got
the straight of hit yit. What's all
that that you come to fix up with
me 'fore Herb knows "bout hit?”

“Why-—why—didn't anyone at
the party tell you?”

“Tell me what?”

“About—why—about the trick
I played on you?”

“Nobody didn’t tell me mnothin’.
What was there to tell?”

Desperately the girl forced her-
self to answer. “The house you and
John Herbert and Nance were liv-
ing in is-~is my home.”

Ann Haskel looked at the girl as
if she feared Diane had suddenly
become insane.

Nance muttered her usual excla-
mation.

Diane went on hurriedly:

“I was born and grew up in that
house. It has been the home of my
family since Grandfather Carrol’s
time. My father was born there. 1

e
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n the world are you talking about?
Why should the police be after you?”

wrong kind. So I made Mr. Belden
arrange it. You wouldn’t have gone
to live in my house if you had known
I owned it. There was no other way
I could help you to live in the right
atmosphere—the atmosphere where
you and John Herbert belong.”

For what seemed to Diane Carrol
a long time the mountain woman
sat lost apparently in her own
thoughts. Onece Nance Jordan es-
sayed to speak, but Ann silenced
her with a look.

When the girl could endure the f

silence no longer she said, brokenly:

“Won't you forgive me, Mrs, Has- |

kel? I know how proud you are; I
know exactly how you feel about
that hateful Cinderella joke. But
won'’t you believe that I had no part
in it and that what I did was
prompted only by my wish to help
you—and John Herbert?”

Ann Haskel raised her head and
looked at the girl, and Diane saw
something in those black eyes which
made her heart leap with joy—and
with sadness; joy for herself, and
sadness for John Herbert's mother.
Ann spoke slowly,, and with a gen-
tleness which was new to her:

“So you war the fairy godmother.
I sensed all the time that somebody
war a-doin’ hit all fer me. That
thar pitcher what hangs over the
fireplace in the library—the man
what looks like he jest natchally be-
longs with all them books—he war
one of your folks I reckon?”

“He was my grandfather, He
built the house.”

“Uh-huh! Hit’s easy to see he
war the kind of a man what’d build
that kind of a home fer his family.”

“My father was like him.”

“Sure he war, He jest natchally
had to be, born an’ raised in that
kind of a home with them kind of
folks.”

(To Be Continued)
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