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lection of delinquent taxés,

County orc-rs will not be paid to
anyone owing delinquent taxe
persons are warned against them,

Particular attention. If you pay
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mention the fact to the Treasurer

alse see that your receipts cail for
all your real estate and personal
property.
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tage. 4
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Treasurer Adams County Indiana.
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CHAPTER XXXII

She was at that moment petu-|
lantly expostulating with Fowler. |

“But why does the idiot turn up
Eighth Avenue? I wanted M. Lan-
{a'd to see Fifth. Not only that,

ut there isn’t half so much traf-
fio?

“I'm sorry, Miss Crozier, but the|
driver is only following my instrue-|
tions—I should say, your fazh\:-'s‘(

|

He wants you to stop in and see
him on your way home.”

“‘Stop in and see him’! Intrude|
on & business conference? Isn’t
that what you said prevented his
meeting us?”

“I'm afraid I didn"t quite tell you
the truth; but it was Mr. Crozier’s
wish that I shouldn’t till the last
minute—he didn't want you to
worry about him any longer than
was unavoidable—"

“But why should I worry about
him? What do you mean? What
has happened?”

“Merely a minor accident, a mo-
tor smash-up this morning in which
Mr. Crozier was slightly injured.
That’s the real reason why he
couldn’t meet you.”

“Stop talking to me as if I were
a child.” Fenno sat forward and
placed an imperative hand on
Fowler's sleeve. “Tell me what
happened, please, instantly—the
whole truth. Was Father badly
hurt? Is his life in danger?”

. I'm happy to say—just a
aken up, aside from several

not serious cuts from
broken glass. The driver of a mo-
tor bus lost control of the wheel
as your father’s car was passing,
and crashed into it full-tilt. The
car is a total loss, and the chauffear
had to be rushed to the Polyclinic
Hospital; but Mr. Crozier is rest-
ing comfortably in the Hotel Bel-

’

»
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lamy—
“Where?

place.”
“A

1 never heard of the

A residential hotel near the
Park, just off Broadway. Because
the accident occurred at the corner,
hey took yeur father inte the hotel
for first-aid treatment, and

phoned me. I at once got Dr. Grey-
son on the wire; he was at your
father’s side before I could get up-
towh, and he advised that it would
be better to let him rest where he
was for a day or so, till he recov-
ered from the shock. But you can
judge for yourself how slight his
injuries really are, when I tell you
it will be possible for you to see
him immediately.”

“I'm thankful for that.” A so-
bered Fenno sat beck and visibly
took measure to reassert the poise
she had lost. “I’'m thankful, too,
I shall see him before Mother does
—she is such a fuss-budget, when
anybody she cares about is ill—and
be able to break the news to her
myself.”

“I ought to be the thankful one.”
The secretary had a nervous smirk.
“1 don't mind telling you I'm rather
afraid of your mother.”

“She has a tempegr,” Fenno ad-
mitted. “But she neVer means any
harm.” The girl was thoughtful
for a while. “I do hope you're not
understating,” she roused to say to
Fowler, “with the blessed idea of
breaking it to me gently.”

“No, I assure you, Miss Crozier,”
the man earnestly protested; “if
you asked me, I should say there’s
no real reason why your father
should be in the Hotel Bellamy at
all. But then I'm not his personal
physician.”

“And don't get paid, you mean,
for making him think he's got to
be handled like old glass by the
only one in all the world who knows
how to do it. Oh, well! I suppose
doctors must live. All the same,
we’ll have him back home before
Mother lands. You don’t mind, I
hope,” she added, remembering
Maurice, “letting me say good night
at this hotel instead of our house?”

“T sha'n’t mind in the least,
mademoiselle, if that is your wish;
but if there is mno objection”
Maurice urged, “I should be grate-
ful for leave to stop off with you
till you make sure all is well with

.

t‘»ln.
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saying au'voir to you at your own
door.”

“How perfectly silly and dear of
you!” Fenno, laughing, let a gloved
hand rest an instant on the boy's,
making it plain that the presence
of the others meant nothing to her
—she didn't care how they might
interpret that frank gesture of af-
fection. “Of course, if you pre-
f\ r—"

“Thank you.”

A deepened stain of sardonic hu-
mor in the guard's stare earned a
blank gaze of disdain, as much as to
say: “Who the devil are you, that
I should mind what you may have
the impertinence to think?” Then
again Maurice ignored the animal.
Not only could he afford to, but he
had more important things to think
about—Fowler's anxious manner,
for one, that Fenno seemed to have
overlooked

Ever since their departure from
the pier had thrown him into closer
association with the man, Mauriee
had been quietly cognizant of the
secretary’s secret fretting, which
betrayed itself in a dozen ill-dis-
sembled symptoms-—in unsteadi-
ness of the eyes, a pallid forgery
of a smile as inconstant as star-
light on troubled waters, an over-
eager attentiveness to Fenno that
was enough to make one think®the
fellow felt his very life hung on his
success in anticipating her every
thought.

And reading these symptoms now
to mean that Fowler was deliber-
ately misleading Fenno in respect
to the injuries her father had su
tained, Maurice was gla

way.

If she was in for a bad time, it
was his part, as he saw e
at]hand for hertot

it, to be
rn to when she

nathe

awnd e
and oOi

t & pathy
comforting by s one who really
cared—as he, Maurice, cared.
0Odd, it seemed to him, that he
who was so well versed in the psy-
chology of love, who was accustomed
to view its phenomena with such
a coolly sophisticated e uld
1self caring so much i
instance; that

ST he,
whom no one knew better that love

doesn't last, should find himself
taking this love of the time being
as if it meant life and death. Odd-
er yet, that he shocld be content
to be so imbecile!

The traffic on Eighth Avenue,
thin and fluent enough south
Thirty-fourth Street, grew
above that point, and went halt-
ingly. North of Forty-second the
taxicab, wedged into a vast con-
fusion of its kind with private cars
and commercial wvehicles of every
description, was constrained to a
snail’s pace that visibly wore on
Fenno, shut off her conversation and
caused her to work fretful hands
together. Attempts to divert her
were all anavailing; but if her re-
sponses were vague, her tone flat
with preoccupation, the glances she
gave the boy from time to time told
that che appreciated and thanked
him for his well-meant efforts. To
counterbalance this, he found the
attitude of the safe-deposit man,
the bold stare he had had for the
girl whenever he wasn't keeping a
watchful eye on the traffic or favor-
ing Maurice with one of his shad-
owy leers, ever more offensive.

As for Mr. Fowler, his unhappi-
ness was growing momentanly
more difficult to hide, so that Maur-
ice wondered much at Fenno's con-
tinued failure to observe it.

It was a relief when the cab at
iast pulled in to a curb where a
brenze metal canopy blazoned to
the night a fiery headline: HoTEl
BerLLaMY. Here the seeretary, hav-
ing helped Fenno to alight, hurried

had so easily contrived to gét his|

of |
thick |

H VANCE

Men who live by their wits learn
to grade hotels at a glance; and
Mauries hadn’t lived by his all his
life to be deceived as to the right
rating of the Bellamy; it was by
every sign he knew third-class at
best; it wouldn't surprite him in
the least to be told that its fame
was questionable. Something am-
biguous grinned behind that pre-
tentious mask of gilt and onyx, fur-
tiveness flavored the atmosphere
as untistakably as old undispelled
odors of food, perfumery and to
bacco. One knew without needing
to investigate that there was
packed dirt in ever corner, and a
staff incurably broadminded.

Above-stairs he marked more
evidences of a cynical attitude on
the part of the management, but
marked them absently with a mind
thad was now further mystified by
the circumstance that it had been
thought necessary to quarter the
patient in the topmost story. But
perhaps the afr was better at that
elevation.

Fowler led directly to a door at
one end of the twelfth-floor corri-
dor, threw it open without knock
ing, stood back that Fenno might
precede him, and followed her in
Maurice an instant later discovered
the girl in the act of acknowled

person

in a mon

th striped trouse
ribboned pince-nez com

“Dr. Kastner, the I physi-
cian.”

“Good evening . R
is [ voice
( yrity was in good accord

with the aplomb of a finished actor
—the two first attributes of a sue-

“l happened in

at the patient, as I
Ne .

| ; colleague, Greyson, 1

{ would from time to time.” A wave

of a well-manicured hand directed

attention to a door that presumably

gave upon the bedchamber of the

suite. “And I was about to be off

on my rounds. - Two minutes more

and you wouldn’t have e re.”

Fenno was too Wuch ned

| for her father to think of challeng

her into and through a garish lobby,
leaving the others to follow with|
the Inegagé. A porter who made
to pounce on the two small bags
was snarled at by the guard to
such effect that he cringed as if
from a blow. The party thus ef-

fected a swift passage to the ele
vators, yet one that
as to prevent the re

your father, and it i= all right for
you to go home. Laugh at me if |
you like—1 have set my heart oni

ving
=5 B

notion that Fowier
the titie of a
had been charitable

this!

i Tia nowes
if not naive

THIMBLE THEATER

i | Dr,
]

ing that stateme

clined to believe that the physician
had been waiting some time to way
lay the girl and ingratiate himself
with her. There was a reek of
smoke in the air, together with a
distinet aroma of spirits: severa
cigarette-ends, one still smoldering
two used g ez and a siphon of

charged water, dressed a
metal tray on the table in the
dle of the room. There was: how-
ever, no bottle in evidence, nor any
sign of the physician's hypothetical
drinking-companion.

“But how is my father?”

“Resting quite comfortably, I'm
glad to say.”

“There isn’t any reason,
why I shouldn't see him? I mean,
at once. It won’t upset him too
much?”

“On the contrary, it will do him
good, I'm sure. Permit me—"

Kastner crossed to and opened
the door to the adjoining room, of
which Maurice could see only a cor-
ner with a bureau by a window,
and waited to bow Fenno through.

“I’'m coming, too,” Fowler hastily

mid-

put in, “if you don't mind, Miss
Crozier.”
“Please do.” The girl flashed

Maurice a smile over her shoulder.

“You won’t mind waiting, I know.
And ¥ don’t suppose I shall be 2
great while.”

“May as well take this along, |
suppose. By your leave!” Fowler
caught up the overnight case which
the guard had put down on a chair.
“Mr. Crozier is sure to want to see
the emeralds.”

To this the guard returned, “Oh,
veah?” in an ironic drawl which

| Maurice found most perplexing; if

the frec-andeasy ways of the

| American proictariat were tradi-

tional, this impertinence passed a
Continental's understanding; still,
the fellow seemed quite content to

s not so swift | stirrender eustody of the treasure,
ering of a!and the secretary made off with it

; smartly that be all but jostled
Kastner through the doorway.
iTo Be Continued)
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