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starting back.

They talked, neither looking at
the other, eyes into the darkness,
at grips with a problem,

“Tom — you envy Pete tonight,
don’t you?”

“Well—he's set; he knows just
where he’s going, what he wants to
do; he's married; he has things fig-
ured out ten years ahead—yes, I
envy him—and I'm supposed to be
the smart guy.”

“You wouldn't be happy doing
what Pete’s doing, You're bigger
than Pete, more important, He
knows it—he’s got sense, that kid.”

“I don’t see how you figure me
important—the chance I had and
blew it.”

“No—you're wrong. Your trouble
is you're heads above your own
family—heads above the town. Dad
has always known it—and now I
can see it. You're a sort of ex-
plorer—you open up new country
for your people. You've made this
town college-minded, for one thing.”

He did not answer, She went on:
“Your trouble right now is that it
was all too easy and glorious at
first—you're like a man—let’s say
an explorer, who has been walking
in his sleep and awakes in a jungle
with animals all around.

“Now,” she said evenly, “the
question is—which way do you go
from here?”

He lit another cigaret, offered
her one which she declined. “I sup-
pose,” he said, “you mean that
coaching job . ..” He hesitated.

She said earnestly: “Tom — it's
only a compromise. It's on the way
back. You'll never beshappy going
you'd never be satisfied.

' You've got to be a winner or you'll
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burn up.”

He said, quietly, “I saw you look
at Florrie tonight.”
Quickly, softly,
soft finger to his lips. “»

love me, Tom?"
His fingers clutched the wheel;
tears sprang to his eyes; his voice

she touched a
you

1. was low and husky; but he did not

look at her: “That’s what 1 wanted

| to say; if yoa hadn’t stuck with me
| the last six months—I could have

gone to ruir in eight different di-
rections.”

“I had to do it, Tom.”

“] don’t see why.”

“That Yale game. I saw you in
defeat and 1 saw you fight your
way out of it—then, when you told
me why you had done it., .. That's
all any girl really wants, Tom—to
find a man worth clinging to; and

¢! son, I've 8een you in action.”

She moved impulsively to his

| side; he put his arm about her,

smiled down as if he doubted her
confidence. “Tom,” she said, “you
know you wouldn’t be happy. . .
Remember what you told me? It's

gladiator stuff. , . . You're bigger

! neighbors will say.”

.| thing and neither did Mom; but

Tommy; and Pop came out and
grunted, like he always did in the
morning; and Tom came out, bright
and fresh and clean in his new
blue shirt and a pair of pants which
a ot of people would still use for
a good suit— but Tommy didn't
have what you could call old
clothes.

“Morning Mom,” he called. “Pan-
cakes—that's the stuff.”

He seemed to be really cheery
and happy and even anxious to get
started. Mom still couldn’t under-
stand it but then Tommy had been
doing things she didn’t quite under-
stand for a long time and they
turned out all right, Of course Mom
had an idea Dorothy was some-
where at the bottom of all this—
then she laughed at herselt and
thought she must surely be getting
old when she started to blaming
things on the young ones. One
thing Mom wasn't going to be was
a stage mother-in-law, Young ones
had their own way of doing things
and more often than not they did
what was best for them. So Mom
had made up her mind.

Still, if he only could start in the
office it wouldn't be so bad; of
course he could have but it was
Tommy'’s own idea to start right in
in the factory and learn everything
from the bottom up. “That’s dne
thing 1 learned from football, any-
how, Mom — you've got to know
fundamentals—and the only way
really learn them is to do them—
and you just forget about what the

She was ashamed of herself for
bothering about the gossips but she
knew how they'd talk; of course
Tommy would show them in the
end like he always did and it wasn’t
everybody who had sense enough to
turn down a big coaching job and
start in to learn the glass business
—Mom would tell them thal, Sae’d
be ready for them all right.

Pop had thought Tommy was
sure crazy when he first mentioned
it and Uncle Louie was so disgusted
he wouldn’t even discuss it; but
Tom had sat down with Pop out-
side the house one night and ex-
plained everything to him real pa-
tient-like; and Pete thought it was
a great idea from the start and
Charlie Whitney was tickled to
death and said he had been hoping
for this for a long time but that
it wouldn't have done any good for
him to suggest it—that Tom had to
be ready for it himself; and that it
took a lot of will power and com-
mon sense for a young boy to make
up his mind to do a thing like that;
and that if he could do that now
he could do other things which they
needed at the factory and in the
town. Charlie didn’t really say any-

they both knew what he meant.

And after Pop had talked with

by babying him. “Come on,
said grufily, “we got to get there
before the whistle.” Pop was a
great one for being punctual. He

was going to start Tommy in right, |

there was no doubt about that.
Tommy smiled, leaned down and
kissed Mom quickly, and whispered,
just for her to hear. “You stick
with me, Mom—we’ll show them.”
Then he yelled at Pop, “Okay,

Coach,” and ran to catch up with he

him,

he |t

Mom stood in the doorway and |

nodded her head slowly. She knew
what he meant. We’ll show them.
He knew she always had confidence
in him and he wanted her to have
confidence in him now. Well, she
would. ldly, her mind turned to
something nice to have for supper
when Tom came home.

Then it dawned upon her what |

it really meant.

Tom was home, He was gomg to |

stay home in Athens. He was going
to be her boy again and not Thorn-
dyke’s or the country’s.

He would be her boy and Pop’s |

and Dorothy’s and Charlie’s—and
the ld Grandmother’s boy, too.

‘\u'

Mom had to smile a little at that— |

and wouldn’t it be funny if, through
Tommy, the Old Lady’s last years
might be blessed? He would be nice
to her—and so would Mom.

In her apren pocket Mom'’s fin-
gers were twisting the receipt for
the last payment on Pete’s new
ghce-—-he was the first of the

croggins to become a landowner.
And what with the beer and all it
even looked like the Democrats
would put Roosevelt in and Uncle
L!(]mie would be postmaster after
all,

And Tommy would run the fae-
tory and be the biggest man in
town—mayor, if he wanted to.

These things Mom thought
quickly while the two of them
walked down the street, Pop so
proud and Tommy so brave—Pop
was a little stooped, she noticed
for the first time, when she looked
at him alongside of Tommy. Pete
wanted him to quit the factory be-
cause it would be easier on his feet
but glassworkers hardly ever did
anything else and that would be ad-
mitting he was getting old—and now
he would be busy making a glass-
worker out of Tom.

The blind moved in the house
across the way but Mom didn’t
even bother to think about it.

Just before he turned the corner
Tommy stopped and waved.

And Mom waved back, standing
on her tiptoes.

We'll show them, Tommy, she
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