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Mid-Week SALE

WEDNESDAY ONLY

PHONE 129 DELIVERY SERVICE
Sausage 7 1b. e
BOILING BEEF, Tender, 1b.. . 1/,
MEATY NECK BONES, 1b 31/_.;(.
Franks Spare Ribs Bologna

71/20 h. GC Ih. 7]/2C h.

Country Meat Market

908 Winchester street

Wednesday Specials

Hamberger and Pan Sausage, 3 1hs. 25¢
Nice Beef to Boil, 3 Ihs. 25¢
Sugar Cured Smoked Jowels, 3 lb . 25¢

£

Fresh Pork Steak, 2 ths. ... .. . .
Freshly Rendered Lard, 3 Ihs. .. . .. . 25¢

Fresh Cottage Cheese, pint
Country Eggs, 2 dozen
Creamery Butter, 2 1hs.
Spare Ribs, 3 1hs. .. ...
Fresh Shoulder Ribs, 6 Ibs.
Aladdin Coffee, 2 ths. ...... .. ...
Fresh Bologna, Frankforts,
Pudding, Brains and Liver, 31bs. 25¢

Deliveries Any Time.

Phone 106 or 107.
Mutschler’s Meat Market

10¢
29¢
53¢
25¢
25¢
45¢
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CHAPTER XLII

But according to Kim’s mother
there was nothing right about the
whole affair.

She returned from Florida two
weeks after Mary Faith had gone
back to work, and she came straight
to Mrs. Puckett's where Mary Faith
was established witl the baby.

It was late on Saturday afternoon
and the old house was filled with the
warm and comfortable odor of baked
Mrs. Puckett
always had for dinner on Saturday
night.

There was a wood fire burning in
the parlor and Mary Faith sat on the
front of it, showing little

i Kim a box of wooden animals, when

|

|

the door bell rang

She heard Mrs. Puckett go lum-
bering into the dark hall to answer
it, and then the sound of her full
round voice and another voice—
Mother Farrell's. The two of them
loud and high, each trying to drown
out the other:

“—Came to see the dear baby——
“Right in here in front of the
fire ;

“—Just got back from Florida to-
day! Couldn’t stay long. Doctor’s
patients, you know. Wen't let him
have even a honeymoon in peace!

»

Kim’s mother's voice had won the
contest. Loud and high and strong
it seemed to march ahead of her into
the old parlor like a butler announc-
ing a guest at a big party.

“Where's my baby? Where's
Nana’s baby?” She'came swiftly and
heavily into the room, dressed from
head to foot in white as if she want-
ed to let people know that she had
been in Florida—as Mrs. Puckett
remarked later to Mary Faith. In
one of her hands she carried a small
basket of oranges which she gave
to little Kim.

“Darling baby! Did he miss his
Nana?” she wanted to know, holdi
his small wriggling body close to her
own large one. There was a hint of
tears in her eyes when she let him
go and stood up. Mary Faith knew

ing

i how easily she could shed them and

how little they meant at any time

“Poor little child!” she said brok-
enly to Mrs. Puckett who was mov-
ing slowly toward the doorway, evi-
dently very reluctant to go. “It’s al-
ways the child that suffers when a
woman leaves her husband.”

It was on the tip of Mary Faith’s
tongue to say that she had not left
Kim but that he had left her, when

| Mrs. Puckett spoke up sharply.
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l
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“You ought to know Mrs. Farrell,”
she said with a quick up-and-down
movement of her head. “You left
your husband too, didn’t you?” And
in spite of her size she fairly whisked
through the ruby wvelvet curtains
that hung in the doorway.

“I thought you'd have everything
packed up ready for me tc move,
Mary Faith,” Kim's mother said
when she was gone. *I certainly
was surprised when 1 unlocked the
flat a few minutes age, and found
that you'd just taken your belong-
mgq and walked out of it!" She set

her lips,

“I left everything in pretty good
order, I think,” Mary Faith defend-
ed herself. “I didn't have any money
to have your things packed up,
Mother Farrell. Kim left me prac-
tically penniless—and he told me he
wouldn’t send me a cent until 1 filed
suit to divorce him. 1 had to go to
work just as soon as I'd moved

| down here and found a nurse for the

|
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Mrs. Walter Sommers. near De-
catur, underwent a major operation
at the Wells County Hospital Mon-
day.
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BARGAINS — Bargalps n Living

Room, Dining Room Suites, Mat.
tresses and Rugs. Stuckey and Co.
Mouroe, our phone number is 44 et.

baby.”

“You're working?” Mrs. Farreil
raised her eyebrows. “Where are
you working, for pity’s sake?”

“l went back to Nesbit's. Jean
Bartlett—you remember Jean Bart-
lett?—well, she got married and that
left my old job open. So I took it.”

Mother Farrell’s big pale mouth
snapped open and she shook her
head in a series of little jerks.

“I don't understand your doing
that, Mary Faith!—I can't imagine
what Kimberley thinks of it. , You
know how jealows he has always

been of your Mr. Nesbit. ., . I don't
know quite what to think about you,
myself. Going back there to work,
as a married woman, with that man!
—1 always thought it was funny if
Kimberley was jealous of him un-
was some reason for his
being jealous.”

Mary Faith got to her feet, her
blue eyes blazing suddenly like blue
flame.

“Don’t you dare say a thing like
that to me.” She spoke evenly and
quietly as very quiet people often do
when they are angry. “You know
that Kim never had any reason to be
jealous of Mark Nesbit or any other
man that I knew. I wouldn't be
working for Mark Nesbit now if
Kim hadn’t left me without a cent—
I'd be here taking care of my baby
all day, as I ought to be.”

Kim’s mother stood her ground.
“You may have to work but you
don't have to work for Nesbit,” she
said firmly. “And if that's what you
insist on doing I don't blame Kim-
berley for wanting a divorce.”

It was useless to argue with her—
to try to explain things to her. She
was going to believe what she want-
ed to believe about Kim. She always
had and she always would. Mary

Faith knew that.
“AN

less there

Farrell, il
that's what you want to think,” she
said. “But if either you or Kim can
find a place where I can earn thirty-
seven dollars a week from the start,
I'll give up my place at Nesbit's,
Heaven knows I'd be glad to. It's
1o joy to me to be there, with all
my old friends pitying me,’ let me
tell you.”

Kim's mother had no answer to

that. She said that it was time she
was going. She had only dropped in
for a minute to bring the baby his
basket of oranges, and perhaps when
she and doctor were settled in doc-
tor's house Mary Faith would bring
o visit them.
Mary Faith was vague
on that point. But she tried to be
pleasant and smiling as she said
good-bye to her mother-in-law and
watched her climb slowly and heav-
ily into Dr. Thatcher's automobile
and drive away.

“She would pretend to think that
I enjoy working at " she

: Aaihar
f.g'.a'\. MOther

the baby
Perhaps.

Nesbit's,”
said half-aloud as she watched the
car move down River Street.

The days in the office seemed
never-ending. There was not j sec-
ond in the day when the thought of
the baby was not at the back of her
mind. She worried about him con-
stantly as she worked in her own
little room or sat taking dictation at
the corner of Mark Nesbit's desk.

. Suppose he got away from Elsie
and walked in front of an automo-
bile? Was he getting his nap on
time? Had Agnes remembered to
cook his spinach and give him his
orange juice and milk at ten o'clock?

In July he was taken sick and she
stayed at home with him for three
days. Home once more was the top-
floor room at Mrs. Puckett’s. Once
more the bookshelves hung above
Mary Faith's bed, and her pots of
flowers Uicomed in the windows.
Once more the pink-sprigged teacups
were set out on the table in the cor-
ner. And in another corner was the
baby's little white iron bed

He lay there for two days, burning
with fever and sunk in a deep stupor.
“Heat and an upset stomach,” said
Dr. Nevin, who lived just across the
street and took care of most of the
people in  Mrs. Puckett's house.
“He'll be all right in a day or two.”

But Mary Faith was terrified and
she telephoned Kim's office and
asked for him, He was out of town
on his vacation, the telephone girl
at McIntrae's told her. and would
not be back until the end of the
month,

At the end of the second day the
baby was better, and on the third
afternoon Mary Faith took him
downstairs to the dim coolness of
tfe parlor. The top-floor room was
always hot ia the afternoon.

The bay windows were open, the
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