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CHAPTER FIFTY-FOUR

Aldridge rose to escort Morgan.
As he was turning teo go, the Ad-
miral paused to speak to Miss Pris-
~illa. “I'll send my steward to pre-
pare quarters for you, and for you,
Charles, and you, Major.”

The Major and de Bernis had
both risen. The Major bowed with
cold and distant formality. But
1sieur de Bernis had a word to

ive me leave, Mor-

I back to Jamaica
f the other ships. Perhaps
take charge of the Centaur

from him to the others. Almost |
! te himself, a little gasp of re-|
d escaped the Major, whilst|
Priscilla had suddenly looked
e 25 i) 9

and on her : s
: ner anigenance Lhere

had been a momentary expression |
f bewildered dismay. Sir Henry|
thrust out a heavy lip, stroked his;
ng moustache reflectively for an|
instant. “What the devil . . .” he|
was beginning. Then he shrugged.

“Oh, but just as you please,
‘harles. Just as you please. Come,
Aldridge."”

He rolled out of the cabin with
the lean captain fcllowing at his
heels, leaving Monsieur de Bernis
zlone with his two fellow adven-
urers. Before he could utter the

xpressions for which he was seek-
ng words, Miss Priscilla had risen.
She was very quiet, very pale,

“Bart,” she said, “would you
blige me by going on deck for a
while?”

I'he Major started forward brisk-
ly, proffering his arm. “My dear!”
he exclaimed. L

She shook her head. “No, no. I
mean you to go alone. 1 have a
word to say to Mensieur de Bernis.”

His jaw fell. “You have a word
to vay to him? What word? To
what purpose?”

“To my purposes, Bart, Does it
not seem to you that there is some-

hing to be said 'between us after
«l that has happened? I think you,
sourself, might find something to
ay to him. We are a little in his
lebt, | think. Don’t you?”

The Major was in confusion.
motions conflicted in him.

‘To be sure, my obligation to
lonsieur de Bernmis is . . . very

al. Stab me, very real! | confess
iat | have been mistook in him.

! least to some extent. And. ., .”

‘Please say no more,” Monsieur

Bernis checked him. “You will

ly make matters worse.”

‘You may say it afterwards.”

ss Priscilia added. “Pray leave

"'“,“

But . ." Major Sands hung
e. racked by misgivings. “But
vou think Surely you can

e nothing te say to Monsieur

lernis to which | cannot be a
ess, in which | eannot join It
» more than natural, my dear

cilla, that | should wish to unite
you in expressing »

| have something to say in
h you cannot join me, Bart. In
ch you are not concerned at all.”
arm painted a foolish look

his face. “But surely, Pris-

"
4

h. please go! Please go!” Her
. grew impatient.
e spread his hands. “Very well.
t 18 your wish. Monsieur de Ber.
| am sure. will not abuse the
iation. He will remember. . . *
And now it was Monsieur de
s who mterrupted him.
“The only abuse that is threat-
wd, sir, is your own abuse of the
«iy's patience.”
Reassured a little by this, but
i1} extremely disgruntled and un-
1sy. the Major moved to the door
i the cabin “l shall be within call,
! you want me, Priscilla.”~
“l do not think that | shall want
you,” he was answered.
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“l1 do a dreadful, lovely thing,” he said,
and took her in his arms.

gone, she moved from the table to
the long earved locker under the
stern-ports. She was pale, and per-
ceptibly troubled. She did not look
at Monsieur de Bernis, who waited
for her to speak.

“Charles,” she said quietly, “will
you tell me frankly why you desire
to travel back to Jamaica on one
of the other ships?”

“Frankly,” he said, “so that you
may be relieved at last of a pres-
ence of which in the past month
you may have had a surfeit.”

“Is this your frankness? Will you
still play comedy with me, or is it
that you are not at all concerned
with my own wishes in the mat-
ter?”

The question disturbed him. He
sank his chin to his ruffles, and
paced across the eabin and back

“Major Sands has sufficiently in-
dicated what your wishes should be
where 1 am concerned.”

“Major Sands?” There was a
faint warmth of indignation in her
tone. “What have I to do with Ma-
jor Sands?”

“He is your only mirror of the
world to which you belong.”

“l see,” she said. A silence fol-
lowed, which he made no attempt
to break. At last. *“Needs that
weigh with you?" she asked him

“It must, since it should weigh
with you.”

“IL dees not weigh with me.”

“l said it should.” He smiled
upon her a little wistfully. “You
are to remember, Priscilla, that
Major Sands is right when he calis
me a pirate.”

“A pirate? You?”

“It is what | have been. The
brand of it remains upon me.”

“I do not perceive it. And if [
did, 1 should not care. You are the
bravest, noblest man [ have ever
known.” "

“You will not have known many,”
said Monsieur de Bernis.

She looked straight into his coun.
tenance, and again there was a
long pause. At last she slewed
round on the locker, turning her
shoulder to him 2nd her face sea-
wards, so that he might not see the
tears that were gathering in her
eyes. Still she was silent a little
while, so as to regain control of
her voice,

“Perhaps . perhaps, after all,
| was mistook as to your motives
for going en one of the other ships.
Perhaps |. was wrong to wish to
ask you to remain.”

When at last Major Sands had

But the Vbtuk in her voice, faint

though it was, reached his ears and
cut him like a sword, betrayed him
into saying what he had vowed to
himself that he would never say.

“Ah, mon Dieu! You were not
mistook.” He crossed to her, and
set a knee upon the locker on which
she sat. “Attend to me, Priscilla,”
he said gravely. “I go because, as
I told you that night when we
talked ashore there, under (he
stars, | am what [ am and you are
what you are. | run away from you,
which is what you supposed. | run
away from you for your own sake.
I would not have you betrayed inte
a weakness because you may per-
ceive that I have the presumption
to love you 1 tell you this, just as
I might place a wreath upon a
grave. Do you understand *”

“lI am not dead yet, Monsieur de
Bernis. And whilst | Wve you have
a certain claim to me. Only today
you risked your life for me. | un-
derstood. Don't suppose that | did
not. What that odious Sir Henry
said was true. You killed Leach,
you faced death from him, so as to
make sure of delivering me what-
ever happened.”

“That was a duty.”

“To me?” She swung to face him
fully, looking up at him

“To myself. Te honour. Toe
chivalry.”

“Honour? Chivalry? Ha! And
you a pirate!” She laughed from
moist eyes. “You speak of your love
as a presumption. But if I account
it no presumption? What then?”

“Then? Why, then—mon Dieu!—
you are mad.”

“And if | am content to be mad?
Consciously, wilfully mad? Shall
you gainsay me?”

His dark face was grave to the
point of sadness. He shook his head
solemnly. “You torture me with
temptation,” he complained.

She rose and stood against him,
her breast touching his.

“You may end the torture by

yielding to the temptation.”

“And afterwards?” he asked her.
“If you and 1 should marry, your
world. . . .”

She stopped his mouth with her
hand. “If you and I should marry,
my world will be your world, and
there we may both find happiness.”

“l do a dreadful, lovely thing,”
he said, and took her in his arms,

THE END
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On the eve of packing her kitbag before sailing for another “hitch” in
the Philippines, Warrant Officer Olive L. Hoskins. who bears the dis.
tinction of being the only honest-to-goodness woman soldier in the
United States Army, looks back over her tw enty-five years service with
Uncle Samuel’s fighting forces. And the only fault she has to find with
her career is that she was denied the privilege of going overseas with the
army during the World War. Miss Hoskins has been an army clerk since
1907 when she took a civil service examination in th
In 1916 when headquarters clerks were abolished
field clerk with the rank of Warrant Officer.

1e Philippines.
she became an army ]
Soon after she was trans-

ferred from the Philippines to San Franciseo and thence to the Mexican

border. After the misunderstanding with our southern neighbors had

o San | |
/ar, she did all in '
ker power to persuade the powers that be to allow her to go “Over
. D " )

uring the period of hostilities

been cleared up, Warrant Officer Hoskins was ordered back t
Francisco. On the United States entering the World Wa

there.” but her request was refused.
she was attached to an intelligence unit, a job she
not so hazardous. Warrant Officer Hoskins will be eligible for
on pension in five years. But she declares she h
the army “while they need me.” During her entire service the woman

warrior has never worn a uniform
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a major operation at the
\dams County Memorial Hospital
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A major operation was performed
en Sylvan Bawmann, Route 3. Berne
morning,
Miss Helen Vance of Ohio City
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County Memorial Hospital where

she submitted to a major operation

today,
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