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VS, HUNTINGTON . -
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While on the subject of tourney
WL forget that the annual A-B
¢ blind tourney will bhe held
Decatur gym Saturday, Janu-

14. The participating teams, | |
indicated by the name. are Au-| (
“mrn, Bluffton, Decatur and
dallville.  Auburn won the first!
meet, held at Auburn in 1921,
1 won its tourney last yvear,
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S0 it ment,

Farm For Rent -

A fine 140 acre farm, 4 miles
from Decatur.

Farm will be leased to a good,
reliable man, who is a good farmer
and who has a good equipment of
machinery and horses.

Answer this add by letter giving

full info mation and ability to handle
this farm.

Address, Box T, care Democrat.
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she softly asked him.

He drew away a httl

18]
Decatur A.C. vs. Hunting-
initon Elks, D. H.S. gym, 8:30.
{ Preliminary 7:30. Gents 20c,
Aadies and H.S. students 10¢,
Come out and
Ken-| gee a good game. Admission
reduced so you can enjov an
”“lff~,e\'ening of good entertain-

ways
to you here that | shall be the bet-
ter for remember

ER FORTY-ONE

was silence: of frus-

w

were not passing?”

1st be.” Hi

he wa
upor
his s

| when y 0 yvour own
people a the ways of life to
which you long, you will look

back on this adventure as wupon

e incredible. nightmare from
1ich you have h:l[xpi]) awakened,

Take nothing from it with you into

ng future to mar its sweet

his, where it rested on his knee.
His hand turned in her grasp to
close upon her own and press it.
Still holding it he rose, and drew
her up with him,
“l shall remember, Priscilla: al-

hall | remember; and 1 vow

. S0 much as

you have given | snall treasure till
[ die. But vou shall give no more.”

“If it should be my will to give?”
he asked him, seareoly ahave e

breath.

His reply came instantly and

firmly,

“This pride of mine will not suf

fer we to take such gifts. You are

m, and | am L Think well what
neut hat you are, and what

I am.  Good-night, my dear.” He

raised her hand, and bending his

tead pressed his lips upon it. Then
he released it, and lifted the cur-

tain for her,

“Tomorrow this will be a sweet
dream that | have dreamed here
under the stars and you on your
couch in there from which 1 should
not have summoned you.”

For a long moment she remained
standing before him, her face a
white blur in which the dark nools
of her eyes were turned towards
him. Then, bowing her head a Jit-
tle, she passed into the hut without
snother word.

Her demecanour next morning,
when again he came to act as dep-

uty for the mysteriously absent

Pierre, accorded vith his injunction
that what had passed between
them in the aight should be regard-
ed as a dream. If she was pale and
of @ heaviness about the eyes that

7 dabatini
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“I shall remember, Priscilla; always shall 1 remember, and 1
vow I shall be the better for remembering.”

argued lack of sleep, her manner at
least was normally bright, and it
was of the absence of Pierre that
she spoke. As usual he evaded her
questions on the subject.

After breakfast there was that
day no question of the usual sword

-| practice with the Major. Following

upon the events of yesterday it was
tly agreed that the two men
d never both be absent at the
time from their encampment.
Monsieur de Bernis wandered off
to the northern end of the beach to
observe the progress of the work
upon the careened hull. The tarring
was nearing its conclusion. By to-
morrow, the men told him, as he
mingled with them, they would
start the greasing that marked the
end of their toil.* They would be
thankful, they asserted with many
a foul oath, to have the Black Swan
afloat again. He jested with them,
as usual, and encouraged them
again with a reminder of the gold-
en harvest they would sail away to
garner. He was still in talk with
them when Leach sauntered up.

There was a deliberate, sly, and
wickedly purposeful air about the
Captain as he joined them. It col-
oured the manner in which he
growled at the men, reminding
theom that progiess with ihe work
was slow enough without their sus-
pending it to stand idly in talk. Did
they want him to spend the re-
mainder of his life on Maldita?
Then he obscenely invited Mon-
sieur de Bernis to find other em-
ployment, and not to stand there
wasting the time of the hands.

Curbing himself before the Cap-
tain’s calculatedly offensive man-
ner, Monsieur de Bernis shrugged,
and began to move away without
other unswer. But this did not sat-
isfy the Captain, who came briskly
after him,

“D'ye shrug your shoulders at
me, Bernis?” he demanded, loud
enough to be heard by the men,

Over his shoulder, without check-
ing in his stride, de Bernis an-
swered him: “What else would you
have me do?1”

“I'ld have ye attend. I'll have ye
{know I'm captain here, and when [
speak I expects an answer.”

“l obeyed your wishes. Is not
that answer enough?7”

He halted now, confronting
Leach. They had moved out of ear-
shot of the men. But they were stil]
under their eyes,

|

had sensed the beginnings of a very

pretty quarrel in the Captain’s
opening words, and it being in their
natures to love a fight, they looked
on hopefully without even a pre-
tence of attending to their work

Leach considered the Frenchman |

with an eye of cordial dislike

“Ye shrugged at me,” he com-
plained truculently, “I'll have no
man shrug at me when | gives or-

ders. Least of all a French dandy.”

Monsieur de Bernis considered
him in his turn. Himself armed, he
observed that Leach, too, had hung
a rapier.at his side. Nor did a cer-

tain eagerness in Leach escape |

him,

“I see,” he said. “Ye want to put
a quarrel on me. But ye dare not do
it openly, lest your followers should
calt you to account for it. So ye
think to provoke me into striking
you, with Wogan looking on up
yonder. That, you suppose, will jus.
tify you in their eyes. Do I read
you aright, Tom?”

The other’s furious countenance
told him that he did.

“Be sure as I reads thee aright,
Charley. Thee’s just a cowardly
cuckold, impudent so long as thee
counts theeself sheltered.’

But de Bernis laughed aloud.
“Maybe you are right,” said he
shamelessly, Then he sobered.
“There’s a day for everything, Tom,
Ye may be athirst for my blood,
But this is not the time to drink it.
The draught would poison you.
Haven’t they warned you of it
Bundry and the others?”

In words at least Leach counld
vent some of the hatred into which
de Bernis had come with him, “Ye
pitiful, tale-bearing craven!” he
said, and spat deliberately in token
of his contempt, Then turned on his
heel, and moved away, in the diirec.
tion whence Wogan was uneasily
advancing. But he went ready to
swing round at the first sound be-
hind him, confidently expecting de
Bernis to throw cuution to the
winds before that crowning insult,

Monsieur de Bernis, however, dis.
appointed him, He remained look-
ing after that leisurely departing
scarlet figure, with narrowing,
calculating eyes, and the faintest
shadow of a smile under his little
dark moustache, until the Captain
was ‘):ined by Wogan, Then he, too,
moved away, returning to
side of the beach, o gt

(To Be Continued)
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