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VETERINARIAN |
|
Special attention given to diseases |
f catde and poultry
Oiiice and Res. 508 No

PHONE

ard st. !
102 |
|

J. M. DOAN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Modern, Dependabie

24 hour service.
MRS. DOAN, ‘.ady Attendant.

Ambulance Service anywhere.
Phone 1041

S. E. BLACK
Funeral Director ‘
Efficient capafle !
service |

courteous,

Calls answered
Ambulance

500—Phones—T727

day

and night. service.

For Better Health See

|
|
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Licensed

Chiropractor and Naturopath
Office Hours: 10 to 12 a. m.
1toS5p.m, 6to8p. m.
{ Phone 314 104 So. 3rd st.

N. A. BIXLER
OPTOMETRIST

Eyes Examined, Glasses Fitted
{ HOURS' |

8:30 to 11:30—12:30 to 5:00
Saturdays, 8:00 p. m.
" Telephons 138
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RUSTWORTHY em-

ployees are the first
to give a glad hand to an
ZEtna Fidelity Bond. They
know that it’s proper pro-
tection for their boss and a
good thing for them, too.
Mr. Employer—Play fair with
yourself and with your
employees—

ATNA-1ZE

Let us tell you how little it will
cost to bond your employees.

Surety Co.,
Aetna Automobile
Phone 358
Aetna Casualty &
The Suftles-
Edwards Co., Agts
Decatur, Ind.
Aetna Life Ins. Co,
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THE NEW THATCHER COLT DETECTIVE MYSTERY
sy ANTHONY ABBOT
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SYNOPSIS
Lola Carewe, “The Night Club
Lady”, and her guest, Christine
Quires, are mysteriously murdered
in the fermer's apartment. Scor-

| pions were the instruments of death. |

The police suspect Guy Everett, the |
last person to see Christine alive. |
Lola had blackmailed Everett. He, |
however, claims that Christine dis-i

"'! covered a plot to kill Lola and feared

for her own life because of her|
knowledge. Police Commissioner
Thatcher Colt learns that a young
Paris bank clerk, named Basil Bou- |
cher, loved Lola. After robbing a|
bank to buy her a ruby, Basil dis-
appeared. His parents sold medical |
laboratory specimens. Mrs. Carewe, |
Lola’s mother, became hysterical at

! the mention of Basil, calling her|

daughter a beast and saying Lola
never loved him. Edgar Quires,|
Christine's brother, left his Roches-
ter home for New York following
the receipt of a telegram the day of
the murders. Christine was to have
inherited wealth shortly. Suspicion
also points to Dr. Hugh Baldwin
when it is disclosed that he pur-
chased scorpions. He had stated
heart failure caused the deaths, Colt,
calling to question Baldwin, finds
him dead.

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE

HE moment we were alone Colt

his finger on the dead man’s

brought me to the body and put
throat.

“There, Tony,” he pointed out,
“is the deadly kiss of the Durango.”

And there indeed it was, a tiny
red vesicle, erimson over the jugu-
lar vein.

“And here,” added Thatcher Colt,
bending beside the sprawled figure,
“is the messenger of death!”

He picked up the dead insect
between his fingers—its long feel-
ers waved as my expelled breath
passed over them. In silence, Colt
put the Mexican scorpion into an
envelope, sealed and marked it and
gave it into my keeping.

“Our work is cut out for us,”
continued the €ommissioner, “but
before I notify Flynn and the rest,
[ want to do some private sleuth-
ing and ask a few questions with-
waut interruption. Has Mrs. Bald-
win regained consciousness?”

I found the pudgy little widow
sitting up on the edge of the easy-

hair in the front office, staring out

lankly, while Miss Simon talked |
to her soothingly and rubbed her
head with some aromatic fluid.

As always, in such investiga-
tions, my instincts revolted against
the work we now had to do. This
poor woman should be surrounded |

tions. But that was impossible. In |
her own way, she too was a victim
-as in life, who is not? She would |
want to be alone but instead she!
would have to face the pclice. Even
in these first few moments of shock
and terror and numbing surprise,
the widow of Doctor Baldwin must |
answer Thatcher Colt’s questions,
must allow the uttermost intima-
cies of her married life to be in-
vaded, pried into, dangled before
her, to be identified, analyzed and
explained away. To Colt, as to me, |

this is and will always be the most;
listasteful feature of police work. |
But there is no escape. Here as!
averywhere else the quest of truth |
does not lie down a pleasant path. |

Thatcher Colt stood before Mrs.
Hugh Baldwin and spoke to her

kindly, explaining the necessity for

In a low voice and with her round

blue eyes fixed upon him clearly,
she said:

“I know that Hugh has died sud- |4

denly and I know that he was
called in last night upstairs, so 1
am not surprised to find you here
and T am ready to answer your
questions.”

It seemed a brave speech, a cour-
ageous attitude, and Colt said as
much as he drew Up A chair, sat

|
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Is one ironclad phile aboard this|a few hours we will pass a cabin|is a swell cook and really al] 1 ha\'ol
. |

boat that I am enforcing—that all|
dighes must be washed and in their|
places beiore we start the morning |
jeurney.” i

Enthusiastic as a umw’*rsit,\' fresh-
man on vacition, Rocsevelt point-|
ed out to me the surrounding pomts‘
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“T knew perfectly well that Doctor Baldwin had been invelved with Lola
Carewe and that she was an evil influence in his life,” said irs. Baldwin.

down and faced her, while I drew |

out notebook and pencil.
“Did your husband return home
last night, Mrs. Baldwin?”
“No, but he telephoned.”
“About what time?”
“It was after four o’'clock.”
“Will you tell me what he said?”
“It was a strange conservation,

Mr. Colt. I suppose there is no use |
I

prentending that Hugh and I were
happy together. We weren't. We
hadn’t been for a long, long time.
It was my fault, too, I guess. When
we were married, I was not like I
am today. I had the figure of a lit-
tle girl. I didn't take care of my-

self and I just grew to be like I|

am now. So I couldn’t blame Hugh
for—well—for looking at other peo-
ple now and then. I tried to under-
stand. He had never asked me for
a divorce. And he was always gen-
tfle—but brooding and miserable.

{If he had asked, I would have giv-
en him his freedom, ever though!
vith sympathy and understanding, |1 loved him more, much more, thsz
trict privacy and loving ministra- {when we were married. 1 wou]df

have done anything for Hugh.
“Last night 1 stayed home with
the children. We had a little New
Year’s party just among ourselves.
We didn't know where Hugh was.
The children were 'all in bed around
one o'clock and so was I but 1

had been involved with Lola Ca-
rewe, as she cailed herself, and I
{knew that che was an evil influ-
ence in his life. Sorke of the papers
published some very unpleasant in-
sinuations.”

Colt glanced at me, So Dough-
erty was up to his tricks again!

“T tried t» gel Hiugh on the tele-
phone,” Mrs. Baidwin went on, “but
Miss Simon explained that he had
gone out.”

Here Miss Siraon interrupted:

“The doctor went out shortly af-
ter I arrived this morning, Mr.
Colt, and soon after he was gone
Mrs. Baldwin telephoned. When he
came back T told him that Mrs.
Baldwin was on her way to the of-
fice. He looked at me without reply-
ing, then went into the private of-
fice, closing the door. I didn’t know
{that he had locked it.”

“And that is all you can tell me,
| Miss Simon?” asked Colt.
“That’s all I know, sir.”
Colt turned tc me.
“Get Marshall over here. He's
{ working across the street in a door
{man’s uniform.”
i As I hurried out, Colt was re-
suming his examination, getting
'tho factual data about Doctor
{ Baldwin. By the time T had returned
| with Detective Marshall in his orna-

couldn’t get to sleep. T know that|mental uniform of blue and gold,
it was after four o’clock when the |C0It had a sheaf of notes beside him,
telephone rang, and I was so glad|¥ hich he turred over to me. While
too when I heard Hugh'’s voice. He ‘Marfhull and I waited, he continued:
said he was at the office, that he[ _ - under the circumstances, Mrs.
had come to a decision about our |Baldwin, it will be necessary to de-
affairs and that he was going over |13Y the plans for the funeral un-
a lot of business matters and that |t the police have completed their
I would hear from him early in the {!Pvestigation. I would suggest that
day. It had been a long time, Mr, |[YOU return home now. Have you
Colt, since Hugh talked to me like | Felatives in the city?”
that. His voice was tender. He told| 1he stout little lady stood up
me he had missed me. He said he |and dabbed at her eyes with a hand-
wished things could be as they used ! kerchief, three inches square, the
to be. And he told me that no mat- |Perfume of which filled the room.
ter what he had done he had never! “Only my children,” she an-
stopped loving me. And then he|SWered. “We have two boys and a
hung up.” girl. They will have to be told.”
For a moment there was silence.| She extended a plump little hand,
Mrs. Baldwin had not men-| “You've tried to be very kind
tioned her visitor of the night be- |t® me. Thank you, Mr. Colt.”
fore — the mysterious caller of/ “Maynt I go home with her?”
whom we had been told. But Colt |entreated Miss Simon, lmpu}si\-ely_
held this back. But Mrs. Baldwin straightened her
“Why did you come hat, insigting:
morning ?” he asked. “No, thank you, my dear, I think
“I had just read the papers'n‘l would rather be alone.”
Mrs. Baldwin explainori. “T knew (To Be Continued)
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about the on'y president who really | farewell as I left the yawl. A few

appreciated siiling and dabbling | T™iPutes later -and the sma'l

about the coast.”
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the governer said,|
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Rich and full-bodied
RED CIRCLE, 1b.

Coffee Supreme
ML ‘ »

TN R,

5. . ..

X

ot o ey | EIGHT 0°CLOCK, pound
L o s
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ib. 15
Little Kernel Corn 3 ‘\0 2 cans 25
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sunnyfield Sliced Bacon

). T
I dimOln(‘ =0ap 4 cakes
Ketchup,

) " )4’15
QUAKER MAID b Oull(( ‘l‘

Chipso
FLAKES or GRA NULES

Breakfast Bacon
By the Piece

!3‘.,

9ol
2 1bs. 250

2 lg. pkgs

¥ PET OR CARNATION MILK A
i edbane . A0 SR TR S LA Jc
WHITE HOUSE, large cans. . .. ...... (o

Grandmother’s Sliced or Regular

BREAD .. 16 oz loaf ¢}

HOME MADE STYLE, 24 oz. loaf, 7¢; Wheat, Tb. l0af ¥
NEW POTATOES ..., ... .. L S A peck 2
NEW CABBAGE ... . .. . b - - . 4
MICHIGAN CELERY, large stalks......... -2 for #
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