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URrDER 3£ NiGHT CLUBLADY
THE NEW THATCHER COLT DETECTIVE MYSTERY

sy ANTHONY ABBOT

COPYRIGHT, 1931, BY COVICI-FRIEDE INT, DISTRIBUTED BY KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC

SYNOPSIS

Lola Carewe, “The Night Club
Lady”, is mysteriously murdered in
her penthouse apartment at three
o'clock New Year's morning. An
hour later, the bedy of Lola’s guest,
Christine Quires, is found in Lola’s
room. Christine had been killed first
and her body hidden. Dr. Hugh Bald-
win attributes both deaths due to
heart failure. Guy Everett, Chris-
tine's New Year’s Eve escort, claims
hebrought her homeat 12:15and then
went riding, alone, on the Motor Park-
way. Mrs. Carewe, Lola’s mother,
denies seeing Christine return.
Police Commissioner Thatcher Colt
discounts District Attorney Dough-
erty’s theory that Lola was killed by
a jewel thief ring she headed and
that Christine met the same fate for
knowing teo much. Vincent Row-
{and, Lola’'s lawyer, discloses that
Everett loved Lola and was jealous
of Dr. Baldwin. The police are on the
trail of Christine’s brother, Edgar,
who left his Rochester home for

|corridor until we came to a door

Within five minutes we stopped
again before the door of that apart-
ment house where mysterious death
had overtaken two beautiful wo-
men—and where Doctor Baldwin
had his office suite.

Across the street, in front of an-
other apartment house, a man was
standing ih a chasseur’s uniform
of blue and gold, and with a visored
cap. Instantly I recognized him as
one of our best men from Head- |
quarters, on duty trailing Dr. Bald-
win. I knew, too, that his partner
was not far away—probably watch-
ing the vear entrance. This was cer-
tain evidence that Doctor Bald-
win had not yet returned to his
home but was still in his office. |

A patrolman in the lobby and
another in the clevator saluted as
the Commissioner and I entered
and rode up to the second floor.
We made our way down a narrow |

on which was lettered the legend:
“Hugh Baldwin, M.D. Office

New York after receiving a tele-
gram New Year’s Eve. Christine
was to have inherited wealth
shortly. Dr. Multooler, the medical
.xaminer, contradicts Dr. Baldwin’s

tatement that heart failure caused |°!

the deaths. A strap picked up in
tola's room evidently caused the
yruise on Christine’s neck — after
eath. Everett confesses he lied
‘hout riding on the Motor Parkway.
le states Christine told him she had
liscovered a plot to murder Lola
ind Teared for her own life because
of her knowledge, adding that Dr.
Baldwin was involved. The picture
»f the young man found in Lola’s
room is identified by the Paris Pre-
fect of Police as that of Basil Bou-
‘her, a young bank clerk, who met a
dancer named Lola in Paris, robbed

a bank to buy her a ruby, and then | ¢
|son and her blue eyes snapping an-

disappeared. Basil's pzrents sold
medieal laboratory specimens. Pro-
fessor Luckner, a scientist, finds a
scorpion’s antenna—the instrument
of death - - among the particles of

dust garnered from Lela’s room.]

Colt is puzzied as there were no

punctures visible on the bodies. Then |
Luckner calis Colt's attention to a|but these gentlemen--——

:peck of blood on the sleeve of Lola’s
obe which leads the Commissioner

{
!

Hours 10 A.M. to 11:30 A.M., 2:30|

|P.M. to 4:00 P.M. Consultation by |in dreadful caricature
:'Appuiml‘.x('nt Only.”

Colt turned the knob and opened |

|
!th(' door. We found ourselves in an |

iter office where a lxusiness-like[
woman of about thirty years, a sex- |
less creature with mouse-colored |
hair, sat at a desk, making out bills |
and addressing envelopes. She|

ilooked up inquiringly, then recog-
| nizing Colt’s familiar features, she‘

|stood up in flushed confusien. l

¥ “Is Doctor Baldwin in the of-l

|fice?” asked Colt.

“Why, yes, Mr. Colt, I'll tell nim
right away that you are here.”

She turned and was about to open
a massive door behind her when
suddenly the front door opened vio-
lently. A short and stout woman,
spherical and plump, her face crim-

grily, rushed in and, ignoring Colt
and myself. confronted ihe other
woman.

| “Is Hugh in there, Miss Simon?”
demanded the newcomer, panting
|and excited.

“Why, yes, Mrs. Baldwin, he 1s,

”

“These gentlemen can wait.”
It was evident that Mrs. Baldwin

'plica of the deaths of I

to surmise that Dr. Baidwin, when |Was in a mental turmoil. A grace-
summoned to treat Lola, inserted his |less and rather pitiful little figure,
1vpodermic needle into the puncture‘She strode quickly to the closed
nade in her arm by the scorpion.idool‘ and seized the knob. But the
'his belief is strengthemed by the [door did not yield. It was locked.

kinowledge that Baldwin beught
scorpions.

CHAPTER THIRTY
' UCKNER is a queer old bird,”
[ the chief remarked. “Once he

“ as offered a chair as profes-
wor of pathological anatomy at the
niversity of Berlin. He turned it
{own because he did not like Berlin,
and took 4 lesser job in Heidelberg: I
‘hink he is at heart a great detee-
tive but he will devote himself to
;riminal research only as a special
favor to me. He has the gift for
mvestigation and with all of the
resources of science at his disposal,
he ¢ould beeomeé one of our most
valuable agents. Of course, he's old,
but he could train his successor so
shat the werk could go on when
he grew too old or tired. But he
will not hear of it. He regards de-
tective work as degrading to a sci-
entist. He says he is not interested
in eatching the criminal but he
wants to understand the crime. But
this time he has made, in an amaz-
ingly short period, & truly extraor-
dinary discovery. Whoever is guilty
must certainly consider himself be-
yond detection.”

Again he relapsed into silence,
as the cat sped on through Centra!
Park in a weaving diagonal route—
a speedy one-way passage since
Colt had put into effect the new
traffic regulations. And then a vi-
eious worming through Lhe tangled
traffic across Fifth Avenue and into
the purlieus of the far East Side
where, on the water-front. majes.
tic modern apartment houses flour-
ish today in uneasy democracy with
slaughtér-houses and tenements.

With a glare in her eyes, Mrs.
| Baldwin turned toward the secre-
Itary.

“Is there a patient in there?”
“NO!"

“Open this door,” the wife com-
{manded furiously.

‘1 have no key,” replied Miss
Simon, “1 didn’t know it was
locked.”

{  In a frenzy of anger, Mrs. Bald-
win seized the knob of the'door
with both hands as if only more of
her strength were needed to pull it
free. She rattled it in 'a violent
]ecstasy of energy.

{ “Hugh,” she screamea. “Open
this door and let me in!”

There was no answer.

“Hugh!” she cried again. Still
no answer. With a bewildered air,
Mrs. Baldwin looked around at us
for the first time,

“He doesn’t answer,”
if stating a miracle.

Colt’s face was sombre and
grave. His eyes gleamed with a
newly awakened suspicion.

“Miss Simon,” he asked quietly,
“is there any way for Doctor Bald-
win to have ieft his private officeg ”

“No—only through this en-
trance.”

This answer decided Thatcher
Colt.

“1 believe it would be better if
you would pérmit me to opén this
door,” he proposed, his glance wa-
vering between Mrs. Baldwin and
the secretary. Neither repiied.

Colt produced a skeleton key, one
of several always in his pocket. For
a few seconds, he rattled the key
uncertainly in the lock, then he
gave a violent push and we heard
the snapping of the winch.

she said as

|

where they congregated at the com-
fortable cafes of Montevideo. The
Argentine government charged they
plotted against Argentina in per-
fect safety quaranteed by a supcs-
edly friendly neighboring rower,
An Argeantine 'commonique :n-
nounced that the Uruguayan ambas-

at Montevideo said that the Uru-
guayan government hatd made ho
formal protest regarding the alleg-
ed unfriendly Argentira attitude.
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“Biddy"” Overambitious
Deita Col, —(UP)—Mrz. Ralph
J:hnson': prize biddy évidéatly
Acesn't read the mankét 1eports
and get the latest information on |
the low price of eggs. Biddy con-J

@:-:‘XJ
Thatcher Colt ope

On the floor lay Doctor Hugh Bald-
win. He was dead—shockingly §
One long searching glance :
Baldwin cast upon the dead body
of her husband. Then she ¢
She dropped to the floor in a
ling heap, and lay very still,
she herself were dead.

Excited as we were at our tragic
discovery, Colt and I had t
our backs momentarily upon
corpse of the physician while we
struggled with the limp and heavy
body of his widow.

We carried her to a couch in the
reception office. Fortunately, Miss
Simon, the reception clerk, was a

th
€

self-composed young woman who
could assist us without hysterics
She volunteered to resuscitate the

unconscious Mrs. Baldwin while the
Commissioner and I ret
private office and closed our
with the stark figure on the floor.

The appearance of {
was ghastly to t )
tastic. Dr. Baldwin lay there as

urr

happy women whom he had
unable to save, only a few |
before.

Like Lola Car
Quires sprawle
As their hands h
twisted anguish
so Doctor Bald
were turned u 5
mortal anguish. Lola had
twisted at our feet, her
screwed- almost into the
of a question mark So
also was the long, strong body of
this athletic physic'an. The unna
ural curve of arms and legs, the
distortion of the neck, the very
pointing of hir jtoes sugge
bizarre interrogation poir

But there was more to add to our
discovery a confounding tir
horror. On the strained face of
Doctor Baldwin there glistened
familiar moist glow in death
also had stained the lovely face of
Lola Carewe. There was the same
bloating of the lips and the crimson
spot of bfood in the corners of the
mouth. Here was a mascul

ge of

Christine—the scorpion of Duran
go had struck again,

Kneeling beside the body
listened at the doctor's heart

“He is dead,” the Commi
told me with a melancholy gl

His eyes, fixed gloomily or
asked questions I had no ne
voice. Why and how had th
died? Had the instrument of d
turned upon its master? Or had
Badwin been innocent of our sus
picions? A third victim of unknowr
killers? Were we at the finish
our trail? Or on the threshold
a greater mystery?

“There is no hope,” repeated
Thatcher Colt, “but we should take
no chances. There are two othe:
doctors with offices on the first
floor. Get one of them up here.

“Right away, chief.”

Five minutes later, | was back
in the apartment with a dark, boy-
ish-faced Jewish physician, Doetor
Tannenbaum. He immediately pro-
nounced his colleague dead, and
expressed himself as amazed at the
Symptoms. At this, Colt glanced
toward me. Here was Doctor Tan.
nenbaum confronted with the same
symptoms which Doctor Baldwin
had seen the night before in Lola
Carewe and Christine Quires, I ret
membered that Baldwin h a d
promptly stated that Loéla was a
victim of heart trouble. But this
Doctor Tannenbaum was instantly
suspicious. In fact, he insisted that
the police be notified and he flushed
with astonishment upon learning
that the tall dark-haired man be.
fore him, tanned and grave, was
the Chief of Police.

“If I can help, Commissioner. p

“I shall be glad to call on you,”
Colt assured him, taking his hand
and while shaking it, leading him
suavely to the door.
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scientiotisly lays an egg a day, even
though the prite now for such deli-
cacies is one cent each. One day
overambitious, “Biddy" laid (twe
eggs. Needless to say, her egg-lay-
ing record is near perfect.
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Special SALE
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Fast colors — New lLine
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