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| examining the mess

he devoted solely to research work
requested by the police depart-
ment. On many occasions he had
been of substantial assistance to
Thatcher Colt.

At the door of the apartment we
were met by the professor, a miid
little man with a red beard warn-
ing gray, reminding one of Ber-
nard Shaw. This morning the sci-
entist's eyes were twinkling be-
hind double-lensed nose spectacles
and his wild, scraggy gray hair was
waving excitedly on the top of his
long, thin head.

“Come right in,” the savant in-‘

vited, shaking hands effusively and
laughing nervously, “Once more
you skeptics shall see what poor
humble science can do!”

He led us to a plain room. In
center was a kitchen table, o
which had been laid a covering
glistening white cardboard, He
the dust and fragments from the
bags of the vacuum cleaners had
been emptied. The débris had been

»
the
ver
of

spread on the cardboard and the |

whole dumped mass leveled to a
fine thin layer, spread like varnish,
Trained on this exhibit was a beam
of light from a portable nickel-
plated lamp—like the “baby spot”

of the theaters—with the additionaj |

feature of a belt of mirrors, concen- }
trated around the light. Under this
light, Professor Luckner had been
for hours,

re |

}mu:.

| “Lola Carewe and Christine

{Quires died from the bites of a
scorpion?”

|~ “There is no doubt of it! T have

{already talked on the telephone

| With your Doctor Multooler.,”

{ My ears were ringing with aston-
|ishment. How could such a thing
{have been done? I remembered the
| box, stuffed with cotton, found in
{the snow.

|{manage such an unthinkable meth-
{od of murder? It see

med mad-—pre-
Posterous—and madder still when
}I remembered that onee Lola Ca-
rewe had danced a waltz of her own
|invention that wag called “The
| Scorpion™!

“Tell me about this,” urged That-
{cher Colt, “I haq neéver understood
that the bite of a scorpion was nec-
essarily fatal”

The old scientist w
to one side ang his
with the pride of su
edge.

“But this is not the ordi
sect,” he explai g

ect,” ned with g

air. “It caused me a great debx‘lazg

trouble before § could identify it.

Seven Columbia professors have
en here thig morning to kelp me

::‘t Fo:ftunately one of them hag
s perfect i

i e Specimen—and then 1

right!”
Over Colt's shoulder |
the qead

agged his head
eyes gleamed
perior knowl-

looked at

peering | at it throy

a gh an ultra-!
microseope,

-

Creature in i
was light " the bottie, It

lored, long.t. il
was about twe inchof l;;l;:" ::tl:

But who could plot and |—

The old savant grinned. L
“They die when y
man beings,” he ex y
“Then the murdercr must

recovered the dead scorp
Professor Luckner I
“All except those t+
he boasted, with un
“And where did it bite Lol
Christine — when there wert
wounds on the body’
“It is not for me to answet
»

"
“Not for you—but for mé
Colt in solemn accents. “Theré
no mark on her body, 'Mpth
“I think I could give you#?
cried the old scientist surpns”
“Look here what I have 315‘;'
—all for the honor and the Bm
your unappreciative police
ment!” P
On another table at the o
end of the room lay the clo
which Lola Carewe and (b
Quires had been clad “’he
found them. From out of ﬁ;’/
dle one piece lay c"l"“”‘h r
bathrobe about which Thd

JColt had been so curious

garment that had been but¥
the wrong way. a2
“There is what you call 8 "
Herr Commissioner,” sald ot
sor Luckner. “I cut awAy "
sleeves of all the garment

sheared them open. Here 17 °
one, just below the elbow, !
something.”
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