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Colt cleared his throat unhap-
pily.

“Now, Doetor Multooler,” he said,
“please don’t take what I am going
to say as a criticism. And I am sorry
to ask you to work any more, after
the pace you've beem going. But
this much | know — unless | am
making the biggest blunder of my
life, there has to be a puncture
somewhere on the body of Christine
Quires. Will you look again?”

“Mr. Commissioner!”

The voice of Doctor J. L. Mul-
tooler rang with injury and re-
proach.

“You know you can count on me!”
he cried earnestly. “Of course I'll
look again. Maybe I'll find some-
thihg this time. And I'm all the more
willing, Mr. Colt, because —even
though I have failed to find anything
~-I know this is murder!”

“What makes you say that?”

“That belt you found!”

“Belt?” 3

“Strap, | mean—the strap with
the buckle on it!”

“What did they find?” urged
Colt, his voice charged with eager-
ness. !

“Mr1. Loit, they-found on the
teather of that strap a number of

“However, we have only started.”

Further comment was held up by
entrance of the black Arthur push-
ing a breakfast table on wheels. The
{sight and smell of that meal sud-
denly made me realize that we had
been working all night and that W
for one, was ravenous.

In silence we began to eat. There
was creamed chicken on toast, hot
rolls and marmalade, and the ex-
quisite coffee which Colt’s butler
grinds and boils with such loving ar-
tistry; the smell of that coffee is
like an incense in my memory. Af-.
ter his third cup of that priceless
beverageand a voracious attack on
the chicken, Dougherty leaned back,
beaming brightly. When at last he
spoke, his conversation had nothing
to do with the crime. Instead,
Dougherty began to talk of his
shooting lodge in the Adirondacks
of the ways of wild game in fog
and sunshine, and the Jjoys of living
the hermit’s life, which Dougherty,
who had been married three times
and had eleven children, could
hymn with guste, Colt responded in
kind, enthusing over the “fishing
|near the shores of Cape Cod, where
he 'hhe his sufiftier nome. In this
vein the talk rolled on, until Ar.
thur interrupted us with an an-

microscopic pieces of human skin.
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‘nouncement:

science, to make a confession.”

“Of murder?” asked Colt quiet-
ly.
“God, no! But of having lied. 1
told you a lie last night and my
conscience will not let me rest!”

“Get it off your soul, man,” en.
couraged Dougherty, shoving for-
ward a chair. “Sit down and tell it
straight!”

Abruptly Guy Everett sat down
on the edge of the chair.

“I don't know how mueh you
guessed,” he blurted, fear and sin-
cerity struggling through an habit.
ual insiinet to dramatize every
breath he drew, “but what I .am
telling you is the truth, so heip

on the Motor Parkway last night—
I spent all those hours in a speak-
easy trying to drink myself into a
calmer state,” .

“What speakeasy?” asked Colt.

A blankness came into the attor’s
eyes and then as quickly disap-
peared.

“It was the North Star, on West
Fifty-eighth Street, near Sixth
Avenue.”

I made a note of this, as That.
cher Colt motioned for Everett to
proceed.

(To Be Contingsd) ~
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me God. It is true that I didn’t g0

knew that 1 could not play roman
tic réles in the American theater
and Hollywood if that fact were
published. So she blackmailed me.
She had a broker who was in on
her schemes She collected the
money on the pretense of invest.
ing it. She felt it was safer than
just taking the money—somebody
might squeal. It is a game that is
practiced all over New York today
—it explains to many wives why
their husbands insist on stock-mar-
ket gambling and continued losses
—a new blackmail alibi. With me,
Lola was relentless. She would take
my last cent. 1 gave her funds |
held from my father in trust for
my mother. In desperation, 1 pre.
tended to be in love with her. Yes
—1 was willing tc act that part in
order to marry her, and hope to get
free of this unceasing tribute, [
suppose | was crazy—but | thought
I could touch her heart, and win
peace by shamming love. It was no
go! She told me her love was dead;
she loved only money and pleas-
ure now. Why, Mr. Colt, I ever paid
money to Eunice James tg tip me
off as to what happened in that
apartment—I| wanted to get some.
thing on Lola, if 1 could-<se that |
could even coutiter-blackmail her,
if possible, and thus work myeelf

Axton Club for the rest of
the day, subject to call. With his
face warmed with his whiskey and
soda, ‘and a light of relief in his
eye, Guy Everett bowed himself
through the door, As soon as he
was gone, 1 telephoned to Head-
quarters, assigning a man to the
North Star Speakeasy, to confirm,
if possible, Everett’s story that he
was there,

“If that isnt substantiation of
my theory, I don’t know what it
i8,” exulted Dougherty, “Christine
had found out something "

“About Lola’s life being in dan-
ger—not about jewels,” saiq Colt,
“And don’t forget Christine’s un.
reasoning fear of Chung »

“That's Mrs, Carewe's story,”
demurred Dougherty, “Somehow, |
don’t put mueh stock in that”

“This dramatic confession of
Ever’ett’s doesn't clear him, either,”
cont “He made it only

up a careful story,
markable that he 4
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“It did come from
Quire’s head?”

“No doubt about that
the property clerk now——

“Leave it there unti ! ™
Next?”

“We've locked up
lives of everybody i
pretty near. Lowell Cour H 23
elevator boy, is okay .,l .
tation’s all right and he ha®/
apartment house full of
Courtleigh is eliminated

“Chung?” -

“Not so hot. He got ",
the Exelusion Act. Comes 70
well-to-do family—all - THe
course, but plenty of jack. 1/
sulate in New York f‘“",“
good man, but the L« ""y
Washington say he is (O

Chr

1t's
i

the P
the

movements. He is well acd”
with ‘an [Italian married E
wife of an artichoke dpamd]
Harlem, and a tattooed |2




