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The House

of the

Three Ganders

By Irving Bacheller

: Bacheller,

1 We got to <in® ‘hout
( nd ( SOUrg
| S 1t VS
I pery g i
dal [ witlke
ove iy ¢ COd Y the
) 1 t \ We
{ t (‘o |
If 1 could fergit
thi hing 'd be
'
L hey fe a moment sile o
i I
e rink put p devil in
p | old sores heg o hleed
1 ugl Jeedix ! Never
! ¢ W Ky for © I'm
| wo 18 looked
! ol S on
He rve { | 1 loa |
| S noo tine !
ey I'all ‘ resutmed
1 e
won | B n
< tales ¢ ng and rohable
i
W the N im and
! 200 the sun £ low
e { W 1 most friendly feel-
One day nt N |
- ( us with a
pickage « ol ieine wh had
co Nace for old o
Per wer-in-law of Oy
iere v ! o]
\ | a0 Was neve ) orget
| le wius sitting 1 a
‘ Hi¢ 1 the worried, s
e strog nan whe
| warning., 11 ] heen
Iy N Iis
| . Mrs. I tile, opened th
r Shad She wis an erect
! ~ 1 with face
ewarn, but s comely
| T vid o gloomy and e
essing atmosphere. There was a
oiemn note in the ticking of the
old nils ock \fter I, houses |
ha 5§ I of cloy ('vi1
| ‘ S Ay s, n bo
sShad ., were cleaning a pair
s tethered on the bharn floor
His errand nplished Shad
\ out for a look at the colts, The
hoy 1 ed from his work te speak
! His father rebuked him,
Wwing
“Come, | n oa hurry te
v. Brdng the I'Ness
I'arni to the young clerk, he
od Young man re yvou loaling
lay
Ny s
Well W { e {o he very
I'he tall, bhrown bearded, gray
eved man had spoken in his bustling
manner without stopping his work
Late in t! sfternoon of the mem

rable tenth of November Shad had

me down the roml some two mile
to coileet 3 hil Dariness overiook
him on his way barck. He was hun

gry and hurrying with a bicyele lan
tern in his hand, 0 as not to be too
late for his about
a quarter of a mile from the store
hie dimly saw a

supper, When

man approaching
him at a rapid pace. He could hear

 his footsteps on the rough frozen
{ road Shad stopped, The man
had turned suddenly, some sixty

peces from where Shad was stand
| ing, the and
{ ried away in<the darkness, As

zot over fence

Shad

of people in ‘the sireet,
shouting. Hystericeal
crying.
in front
| there,
[ “What's the matter?” Shadsasked.
“What's the matter! Why, some

Men were
women were

of the store. Bony was

man  just bust inte Cy Doolitle's
hoyse—not ten winutes ago-—an’

shot up the hull fam’ly, murdered
‘em right an’ left.  The o' man is
killgd. Mis' Duooiittle an’ the teach-
er iz over to Rilas Meriwether's mos’
dead sy’ bleedin’ awful. 1t was like
a battle in the war.”

A singulap paralysis of fear and
distress lad faiien upon the good
people of that viliage. A few men
t had rushed out im the roads and
| fields in'a vain quest for the crim-

inal. ’

{

har- |

came near the store hie saw a erowd |

Shad ran toward the erowd |

“Come on! 1 saw hi Shad
said to Bony, and the two ran at
top speed down the road toward
the fence where Nhad 1 se ¢

ool h oy he f ai
sh in the dar S8 It was near

1 Doty e I he 1 <

e gone ound the barns and
then | it was ] t
Sy I'he hoyvs were led fear
of finding the eriminal but saw )
bod

\\1 ¢ d n for b ! l""
they were wearily walking back
What would we have done h
him an' what would he have dene
to us? They say ol' Bumpy Brown
is the murderer.”

“Lopd. no!” Shad exclaimed. “It
can't he™

“lLess he's gone craz I'wo men
have run down the river to see If
he's to home.”

So hegan the wildest night
history of Amity Dam

Divested of | the exeitement 1
wild rumor of that night, this is the
rohle 1 f st I
thle in the erimin records of omr
country -

Mrs. Doolittie er invalid fathe
her son Maoses, a hoy of 1w nd
Henry Pierson, a handsome well
dressed young man of nineteen from
Ashfield who was iwching in the
chool at Amity Dam, were sitting
around the evening lamp ho
even o« k. the work of the d
£ ¢ finished. Cyrus Doolitile had

1 to  Gricegsh some fifteer
Hies 1w

Suddeuly this family groug l
a rap at the front dom I'he bo
Moses ran and opened it. A mur
masked in a peculiar way, stood
fore Pim, He wore a small, light-
colored sl v hat, tan overalls and

coat ol the same material, His

Was covered with g red and
wlhite handierchief.  The mamn: gd-

vanced into the room holding a re-

voiver in his right haml, The boy
fled before Lim through a deor at
of the house. The in-

er walied with the limp of
Bumpy Brown. Henry Pierson brave-
ook step toward him, I'he

! bullet was fired at the young
n 1 his left arm at the
ethoy N ed and frightened, the

ter partly fell on a dounge, then

»open door ealling for
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Soon these ministers of justice

ime 1 B
gave Shad a hearty greeting The
colonel was ealm d dignified. He
said to the hoyv:

“Me wife and 1 e done a lot of
talking abhout yvon We have en
Joyed your letters ”»

Shad told of the man who ap-
proached him in the road and took
to the felds when he saw the I

| and his bicyele lanter:

weip

I'he masked wman fired at Mrs.
Doolittle, who had risen from her
chair, The ball struck her breast !
abeve her heart and glaneced, pene-

trating the fHesh of her shoulder. She

did not fall she stood

appalled,

I'he approached her. Then

came a curions factor in the prob-

lem, He stood for

a second, clese |

to her, the revolver pointed at her |
face, He did not fire. This zave |
color to the theory that she was
not the one that he had come to |
Kill, He dealt her something be-

tween g blow and a vigorous push |
with et hand It appeared |

that he was trying to get her out of
the s« one,

She fell, auiek'y rocovered her
md ran through the open door
y which her
had tled
vond, As she fell oid Oscar Perry,
invalid father,
frow |

skirts

son and young Rier-

son into the

Wer threw
forward is chair aod seized
the of the

intrader's coat

and cluns #o them trong
The

with bhis

withh his

. masked man

him revolver but he

still

IS

The Maziked Man Glubbed Him With
His Revolver, but Still Me Clung.

el Two shots with the mozzle
of the weapon close to the invalid's
neck loosened his held.  The old
man glumped to the floor, :
The murderer ran out juto the
darkness and away, firing a shot as
he went, Al t'is had been aceoms

“Phat is eurious,” said the colon

“We may hear mwore about him,
First, we'll have some erackers and
cheese and ginger ale”

While the officials were eating, t
two men who had gone down the
piver arrived with ‘old  Bumpy
Brown., A silence fell as they en
tered.  ‘I'ha tinker, whe preceded

the nen, lvoked pale and serious. A
huddled group near
the deor, elearly audible to all in
the room, sajd:
“He's a d—n murderer!”
Colonel Blake turned quickiy and
said: “look here, my friends, it is

voice from a

| for me to say whe is the murderer,

darkness he. |

himself |

not you. I request you all to go io
your homes and heware of hasty

Judgments. 1o the excitement of
this hour it is easy to he wrong.”
He turned to Nr. Zmithers aud

said: “If you will ask these good

{ people to go home, and lock your
door, I shall perhaps he able to ar- |
| rive at some conclusion of my own." |

clubbed |

The villagers slowly filed out of

L e e e r:;.',;_'.::;:_‘f':;:;:;:-f.,‘.(:}:«u;-;;;
et CHURCH REVIVALS|

the store, The “door was locked.
| Bumpy Brown, the two men who |
had found him, the officials, Mr. |

Smithers and Shad were now pres-

ent. Colonel Blake turned to the
tinker, saying:

“Is this Mr. Brown?

“Yeox, sit.”

“I am the district attorney of this |
county, and here is Sherifi Cole- |

well and this.is Judge Swift
knosw, T presume, that a erime was
committed ahout seven,o'clock this
evening at the home of Cyrus Doo-
little,”

“These men has told me,” Bumpy
answered,

*You perhaps do wot know that
Mr. Doolittle and others suspect
you of being the eriminagl.”

“They didn't tell me what Cy
Doelittle suid, but they told me
what other folks was sayit’, They
sald the murderer had & limp like
mine.  Well, mister, T can’t help it
if he did, T ain't hurt nohody. When
1 eome in here every one had a
knife in his eye fer o' Bumpy
Brown, I'm all 'lone in the world,
1 ain’t got no friends, but 1 tell ye
T ain’t hurt nobody since I was a
so'zer an' it was my husiness to
hurt folks"

There was a touch of pathos in
the voice of the man as he spoke
these words,
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le a ¢ idol worship made it .
ecessary for the Lord to find a happcn to be!
man of strong arguing ability td .
e with the situntion sne e i It certain'y pays to
H uid on Saul who became Paul E T N A\ & I Z
Webster says a hypocrite is a " .
who believes one thing and especially if you motort g
iv anothey The man out of the! !
churel lieve in Christ yvet he Aetna Life Ins, Gy
d orship Him. Who, Actna Casually
thevefore, is the hypecrit oty Gy
If you dare not think f{o: 11} Aetna Aut ¢
If, you are a coward | Fi (
If yvou cannot, you are a fool 'l"‘_{' ,\l!“‘-l“'
If you will not, you are a biget | Edwards Co., Agh
Jesus came to seek and to save
the lost. If you could be saved in| Becatur, ind
ny other way, then the death of} Phone 358
JEeSUS Wi an cxiravagant waste
and God w a fool
What think 've of Jesu Yous
life is your answie I
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ity crowd was in | the milila

‘ , Service A the and in San J
M. . church on last evening | flew ba
aa wonderful message by |ing in Wash
" Augmented
A sDe eature of the song ser- | Rodriguesz
ging ecach evening at!Plctures taki
vas a Vi plendid and oD the flight
y g d by Mrs. Dan Tyndall tures were
| M C. E. Bell, “Too Late, You Will Bow:
i Ent Now I'hey were Program and \
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- y | NOTICE OF ‘\'EET;\&
| M Avon Burk at lotice is ) p.
o) nd of Miss Louise Hau-! annuz! me "
at the piano has been of in-]of the Amer >
A value to the campaign Will be held ot
and Prof. Clark. They | TRary 17th ool
Ve en on the job practically }’"f a board « s and
aeting such
fo the past r!n.-w' properly con
veek M Dan Tyndall has also Sald meeting
en of her time and talent to the | company's of |
A R Franklin has shown | Decatur, In
£ W( . a4 a leader and
of the chur during the Acting S
s past. His counsel has Fe {
veen wise and his cooperation with | =——— -
angel has been splendid. |
; leadership the church "“l I"
10 itinue to move forward ll !
) B | CCEess | .
Friday night will
Vas Moss Scientifie? This e
{ the greatest seron NS
i el of meeting: Y
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was, “What Think Ye of i
Sonie f the things said i
vangeli follow i
Religion touches the deepest :
prii 1 man's lif As proof Coasting aiways givesa
whyn OF H ST HERE'S also ath
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»—HEAD OF HORSES—)
vears old, well broke, sound, weig
old, well broke, sound, weight 1,600 Il
sound. well broke, weight 1,600 Ibs.: Bla
- This mare is the mother of the three
Sorrel Marve, 7 old, weight 1,400 s
6—~HEAD OF CATTLE—6
7 years old, will be fresh May !
by side: Holstein heifer yearling
cow, Mahel Mercedes Count No. 1!
calf by uide;

As i

).uj Var
Mare, 4
veurs
old, sound
maes

yedr

old
ears

Helstein cow,
with second cali
Holstein Freisian
with nice heiter
sale,

HOGS Poland
April; Duroc Poar, coming 2
Spotted Poland Boar Pie. :

/ lFEED 7 tons of Pure Clover
teed.

DOGS~—1 full blond Rat Terrier
IMPLEMENTS

”l"n'!lnﬂ'l Tractor, fully equipped,
er Ilg.“n‘ Plow: Tractor Dise, been
ing Binder, 8-ft. zood shape;
Hay I.:u!.lir"r and Grain Bed combined ;
Deecre Riding Caltivator;

one Roan cow, 4 yea

4 Spetted Sow (

China Brood
years old; two Spotted |
Hay, 2 bushel L
Pups,

AND TOOLS

in A°No. 1 conditic
uged (wo years: Ml
Turnbull Wagon, good; F'
Walki Ridig Breakins "0
. ¢ Akl 7 ive : Spring
.‘:pH\v- Tooth Harrow: John Dee ﬁ ((‘:::l;v‘;’tlzz;rm';' .\: ¢ Tdeal M8
Spreader; Bar Roller; Internaticnal Web Loader, goo 1t

Tedder; Osburn Mower, 541.; Buckeye Graip Drill; Bob
lug Breaking Plow; ¥anning Mill; Platform Scales. 1105
one Double Set Work Harnesy: one Round Brooder Hous
Mud Bozt; one McCormick Cern Binder in good running
and many articles too numerous to ment'!on.
.-!'ed?l'!c:'a?'SWA" sums of $10 and under, cash; ovel
it akd i mon(h.a. purchaser 1o give a good approved

AriLg no interest if paid when due: if not paid when duf
est from date of sale. 4% discount 2 oxsh o sums over $10

CHRIST MARBAUCH, Owné

Roy Johnson, auctionecy Dutch Ehingeh §
Lunch will be served on the grounds.
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