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she cried. “Aud—I don( biame you!”

later, Are you off?’

He ushered them to the door.

vand it's all right, boy?" Epstein
asked wisttully, “You know how vell
ve meant. You ain't got go hard feel-
ings about this?’

“Not one.” Laurle wrung his hand.
Thep, with &n arm across Rodney's
shoulders, he gave him & bearish
hug. “I'l see you & little later,” he
p.’umfkd.

Rudm‘)’
sclous.

“Perhaps then you'll give me a
chance to tell you some pews” he
suggested, with a mixture of trlumph
and embarrassment, Epsteln's know-
ing grin enlightened Laurie.

“Sonya?" he asked eagerly.

“Yep. Great, isn't 1t?”

Laurie stared at him.,

“By Jove, you have
he conceded. “Between manufactur-
jng a frame-up for me, and winuing
a wife, you must have put in a falr-
Iy full week even for you.” His arm
tightened round his chum’s shoulders.
“I'm delighted, old man,” he ended,
geriously. “Sonya is the salt of the
earth, Tell her she has my blessing.”

When he re-entered the room he
found Doris standing In Its cegter,
walting for him. Something in* her
pose reminded him of their first mwo-
ments together In that familiar set-
ting. She had carried off the original
scene very well. Indeed she had car-
ried off very well most of the scenes
she had been given.

“Laurie—" Her volce trembled.
“You have forgiven the others, Can't
you forgive me?”

“There’'s nothing to forgive,” he
quietly told her. “You saw a chance
and you took 1t. In the same condi-
tlons, I suppose any other girl would
have done the same thing. It's quite
wl right, ad T wish you the best
luck In the world. We'll try to m ke
the new play worthy of you.”
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sinking into the
80 recently ve...ed, sat bending for-
ward, her elbow resting on its broad
arm, her chin in her hand. It was the
pose he knew so well and had loved
80 much,

“Can't you understand?’ she went
on. “I've hated It from the start.
I've hated decelving you. You see—I
—I didn't know you when I began. I
thought it was just a good joke and
awfully Interesting. Then, when I met
you, and you were so stunning, al-
ways, I feit llke a beast. I told them
i simply couldn't go on, but they
coaxed and begged, and told me what
It would mean to you as well as to
me— They made a big point of that.”

He took his favorite position by the
mantel and watched her as she talked.

“I don't want the play,” she cried
passionately. “I wouldn't appear in
It now under any conditions. I don't
want to go on the stage. It was just
4 notlon, an Impulse. I've lost it, all
of it, forever. I'm going back home,
to my own people and my—own Vir-
ginla, to—to try to forget all this.
i'm going tomorrow.”

“You're excited,” sald Laurle, sooth-
Ingly. He took her hands and held
them. “I've put .you through a bad
half-hour. You understand,-of course,
that I wouldn't have done it if I hadn't
been made to realize that your whole

thought, throughont this experiment,
has been of the play, and only of the
play.”

She drew back and looked at him.

:‘Whnt do you mean?”

‘“Why—" It was hard to explain,
but he blundered on. “I mean that,
for a little time, I was fool enough
to hope that—that—some day you
might care for me. For of course
you know, you've known all along—
that T—love you. But when I got
the truth—»

“You haven't got the truth.” She
was faterrupting him, but her face
had flashed Into flame. “You haven't
had it for one second; but you're
golng to get it now. I'm not going te
let our lives be wrecked by any silly
misunderstanding.”

She stopped, then rushed on.

“Oh, Laurle, can’t you see? The
only truth that counts between us
I8 that I—T—adore you! T have from
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“You'll Doris,”

Make a Man of Me,
He Sald Brokenly, When He Could
Speak.

speak. “I'm not afrald to let you risk
the effort, And when I come back
from France—"

“When you come back from France
you'll come back to your wife,” she
told him stead!ly. “If you're going, I'll
marry you before you go. Then TI'll
wait and pray, and pray and walit,
till you come again. Aud you will
come back to me,” she whispered.
“Something makes me sure of it"

“I'll come back,” he promised. “Now,
for the first time, I am sure of that,
too.”

. . . . - s -

Four hours later Mr. Ldurence De-
von, lingeringly bidding good night to
the lady of his heart, was surprised
by a final confidence,

“Laurie,” sald Doris, holding him
fast by one button as they stood to-
gether on the threshold of the little
studio,” do you know my real rea-
son for giving up my ambition to go
on the stage?’

“Yes. Me,” sald young Mr. Devon
promptly and brilliantly. “But you
needn't do it. I'm not going to be the
ball-and-chain type of husbaud.”

“l know. But there are reasons
within the reason.” She twisted the
button thoughtfully. *“It's because

you're the real actor in the famlily.
When I remember what you did to the
three of us in that murder scene,
and so quietly and naturally, without
any heroies—"

She broke off. “There are seven
milllon things about you that I love™
she ended, “but the one I think I love
the best of all is this: even in your
biggest moments, Laurie dar!ing, you
never, never ‘emote!""

'CHAPTER XVIII

“What About Laurie?”

From the New York Sun, January
7. 1019: “Among the patients on the
hospital ship Comgort, which urrived
yesterday with nine hundred worinded
soldiers on board, was Captain Lau-
rence Devon, of the American fiying
forces In France.

“Captain Devon Is an American
‘ace,; with eleven air victories official-
ly to his credit. He was awarded
the French Croix de Guerre and the
American Distinguished Service
medal for extraordinary herolsm on
August 9, 1918, when he went to the
assistance of a French aviator who
was fighting four Fokker planes. In
the combat the four German machines
were downed and their pilots killed.
The Frenchman was badly hurt but
eventually recovered. -

“Captain Devon is well known In
American social and professional life,
He is the only son of the late Horace
Devon, of DeVvondale, Ohio, and the
brother-in-law of Robert J. Warren, of
New York. Before the war he was a
successful playwright. Just before
sailing for France last year, he mar
rled Miss Dorls Mayo, daughter of
the late General Frederick Mayo, of
Richmond, Virginia. On reaching lis
New York home today he will see
for the first time his infant son, Rod-
ney Jacob Devon.”

[THE END.J 5
(TO BE CONTINUED)

Recluse Leaves $200,000
Estate to His Housekeeper

Logansport, Ind., Sept. 8.—(United
Press)—The $200000 cstate of Thomas
Spry, recluse, 1was left today to his
housekeeper, whom he had married
two weeks ago as he lay slowly dying
from cancer.

FEET— oSS

Physician Commits Suicide.

Clayton, Ind., Sept. 8. —- (United
Press.)—Motive for the suictde of Dr.
Thomas O'Brien, Clayton physician,
remained unknown today.

O’'Brien made death doubly certain
by drinking poison and then slashing
his throat.
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County Agent Has Exhibit
At Office Showing Best
Weights For Fat Hogs
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You wiil be enthusiastic over a new
French Process Cream for whitening
and beautifying the skin, It is so pure
anddifferent fromother creams. Women
say they see a great improvement in
their complexions after the first appli-
cation, If you want smoother, brighter
and youuger skin, use MELLO GLO
Cream, It's wonderful.

THE HOLTHOUSE DRUG CO.

Such Flavor

as this comes
only in real .
Quaker Oats

HE price you pay for substitufcs
is the same as for the genuine
The difference is in

Quaker Oats.
above all

the . flavor. And flavor,
things, is important in oats.

That rich and toasty Quaker flavor
is the result of some 50 years' milling
experience. Once you taste it, you are
spoiled for ordinary oats.

That is why millions demand the
Quaker brand—why you should ac-
cept no other.

Quaker milling, too, retains much of
the “bulk” of oats. And that makes
laxatives less often needed. Protein,
carbohydrates, and ' vitamines and
“bull’” are thus combined to make
Quaker Oats an excellently “bal-
anced” food.

Get Quaker Oats today. Grocers
have two kinds:  Quick Quaker,
which cooks in 3 to 5 minutes, and
Quaker Oats.

Get the Hablt—Tu‘ao at Home, it Pays
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Follow the Trail

through the highways and the byvsays of the fresh green countryside.
There's new life in the air—sweetness—cleanness—the fragrance of
the fields. All roads lead to beauty and there’'s romance everywhere.

Yqur. car glides over the road with the smoothness of a bird’s flight
—if 1t is lubricated with Polarine. This perfect motor oil helps to
| make a perfect trip. Polarine means a smooth, purring motor.

Consult the chart at any Standard Oil Service Station or authorized
Garage for the correct grade.

Standard Oil Company, Decatur, Indiana

(Indiana)
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