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He hung the recelver with a
groan of disgust, and busied himself
packing a small bag and selecting a
greatcoat for his journey. Also,
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rie had “Durred up” that stretch of
roadway.

At the Sea Clff station he slowed
up; then, on a sudden Impulse,
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meant. With her hare-and-hounds’
experience in mind, Doris had cut off
other strips, perhaps half a dozen or
more, and had undoubtedly dropped
them as a trall for him to pick up.
Possibly he had already unseeingly
passed several. But that did not mat-

ter. He was on the right track now.
The house wuas on this road, but far-
ther up.
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along, and sweeplng every inch of the
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girl explained, there were no station
loafers around now. The summer
was the time for them,
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The abrupt transitions of the gen-

suddenly

the station and there had must get rid of the car, come back on

realized the extreme beauty of Sea g4t get Into the house in some man-

Cliff, The girl langhed. She was & nar and from that point meet events 3 26
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nice girl, he declded, and he smiled
back at her; for now she was becom-
ing helpful.

Yes, there was the Varick place, a
mile ont and right on the water’'s edge,

And there was the old Kiehl place,}

also on the Sound. These were close
together and bhoth for rent, she had

heard.

Also, there was a house in the :
opposite d‘rm-tlnn. and on the water's |

him to chqose,

There was the look about it that

bit <2 ribbon.
Rather precipiiately Laurie backed

as they occurred.
|  Facing this prospect, he experienced
an incredible combination of emotionsg
relief and panle, recklessness and
| cantion, fear and elation. He had
found her, For the time bheing, he
frantically assured his trembling In-
ner self, she was safe. The rest was
up to him, and he felt equal to it. He
was Intensely stimulated; for now, at

edge. She. did not know the name of | 155t in his ears roared the rushing
that house, but she had observed 2 | tides of life.
“To Let” slgn on It last Sunday, |

when she was out driving. Those
were all the houses she knew of. She
gave him expliclt Instructions for
reaching all three, and the interview
etided in an atmosphere of mutual
regard and regret. Indeed, the lady
even left her ticket office to follow the

CHAPTER XII

{  The House in the Cedars

l Tess than half a mile back, along
' the main road, Laurie found a coun-
try garage, in which he left his ecar.

|
gentleman to the door and watch the | It was In charge of a sllent but Intel-
departure of his charlot. | ligent person, a somewhat unkempt
Laurie raced in turn to the Varick I and haggard middle-aged man, who

place and the Kiehl place. Shaw, he
suspected, had probably rented soma
such place, just as he had rented the
East side office. But a very cursory
inspection of the two old houses cons
vinced him that they were tenantless.

agreed to keep the machine out of
sight, to have it ready at any moment
qu the day or night, and to accept a
! handsome additlon to his regular
lvhur;:c- in return for his- discretion.
He was only mildly Interested in his
new patron, for he had classified him
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demonstrated to anyone calling at the garage before the auction, Thursday afternoon,
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An Opportunity To Buy A Good Used Car At
Your Own Price. Be On Hand

Tomorrow August 19

All sums of $50 and under cash; above that amount
40 per cent cash; balance in monthly payments.
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No smoke came from their chimneys,
no sign of life surrounded them; also,
he was sure, they were not sufficlent-
ly remote from other houses to suit
the mysterious Shaw.

The third house on his list was more
promising in appearance, for it stood
austerely remote from its neighbors.
But on its soggy lawn two goiled chil-
dren and a dog played in carefree
abandon, and from the side of the
house came the piercing whistie of an
underling cheerily engaged in sawing
wood and shouting cautions to the
children. Quite plainly, the closed-up,
shuttered place was In charge of &
earetaker, whose offspring were in

without effort. One of them college
boys, this yourg £o'!a was, and up to
gome lark.

Just what form that lark might take
was not a problem which stirred
Henry Burke's sluggish imagination,
Less than twenty hours before bhis
seventh had been born; and his wife
was delicate and milk was seventeen
cents a quart, and the garage business
was not what it hd been. To the vie-
tim of these obsessing reflections the
appearance of a handsome youth who
dropped five-dollar bille around as It
they were seed potatoes was in the

ard thére were flakes of snow in the
:]T- As he sped through the gray at-
. :ﬂphere. the famillar little towns he
mew seemed to come forward to
tu:: him, 1ike rapidly projected plec-
Uttl‘eo‘s a screen. Flushing, Bayside,
i Neck, )gnnhasset, Roslyn, Glen-
mm. one by one they floated past. He
lom:utlhe run of twenty-two miles in
e ing under thirty minutes, to the
iy e disapproval of several police-
g h'l Wwho shouted urgent invitations
4 5. .m to slow down. One of these
bigd b: x{erﬂstent that Laurie prepared
a“h ¥, but just as the heavy hand

e law was abont to fall its res
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