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Lesson for December 20

CHRISTMAS LESSON

LESSON TEXT—Matt. 81-15.

GOLDEN TEXT—"For unto you l»

born this day in the city of David, a

Savior, which la Chrlat the Lord."—

Luke 2:11.

PRIMARY TOPIC—Wise Men Visit

the Baby Jesus.

JUNIOR TOPIC—Wise Men Follow

the Star.

INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOP-

IC—The Christmas Spirit.

YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOP-

IC—The Prince of Peace.

Note: For this Sunday’s lesson the

lesson committee has given us an op-

tion of a Christmas lesson or a sum-

mary of Paul's life. It is presumed
that most teachers will prefer the

Christmas lesson since Paul has been

the central figure for six months.

I. The Wise Men Seeking Jesus (vv.

1:2).
These wise men who sought Jesus

were either Arabian or Persian as-

trologers, students of the stars. The

appearance of an unusual star attract-

ed their attention. Perhaps they were

acquainted with the famous prophecy

of Balaam (Num. 24:17). Doubtless

through ttie Influence of the Jews who

remained in Chaldea, or the direct in-

fluence of Daniel extending to this

time, they had become acquainted with

the hope of a Messiah. The light they

had was dim. but they lived up to the

best they had. We learn from them:

1. That All True Wisdom Leads to

the Savior, for He Is the Fullness of

Wisdom.

2. That God's Word Shall Not Re-

turn Vnto Him Void (Isa. 55:11).

The seed cast upon the Eastern wa-

ters brought flnrth fruit after many

days. This ought to bring confidence

to many ministers and Sunday school

teachers who have not as yet seen the

fruit of their labors.

3. The Grace of God Calls Men

From Unexpected Quarters.

Some who have the least opportuni-

ties give the greatest honor to Christ,

while others, blessed with the richest

opportunities, shut Him out.

11. Herod Seeking to Kill Jesus (vt.

3-8).
The news brought by the wise men

struck terror to Herod’s heart. He

was not alone in this for all Jerusa-

lem was troubled with him. A glimpse

at the social customs in and about

Jerusalem in that day will enable us

to understand why this news brought

uneasiness to the people. They were

living in the greatest luxury. Beauti-

ful apparel, sumptuous feasts, palatial

houses, etc., led to gross Immorality.

We can thus readily see why Herod

and all Jerusalem should be troubled.

They did not want a Savior .who would

save them from their sifts; they want-

ed to continue in them. Herod de-

manded of the priests and scribes in-

formation as to where Christ should

be born. They were soon able to tell

him. These people had a technical

knowledge of the Scriptures, but had

no heart for the Savior as set forth

therein. Conditions much like these

prevail today. This reception of the

Savior shows that perverseness ot

heart is the cause of so many being in-

different to Christ, and of their oppo-

sition to Him when His claims are pre-

sented. It is true today that the lux-

uries of wealth, the frivolities of the

fashion-lovers, and the gross immorali-

ties to which these lead, make Jesus

Christ unwelcome in many quarters.

111. Jesus Found (w. 9-12).

The wise men, having obtained the

desired information, started immedi-

ately to find Jesus. As soon as they

left the city the star which had guided
them from the East appeared again to

lead them on—not that It had disap-

peared from the sky, but no doubt the

city buildings shut out Its light. The

star guided them to the place where

Jesus was. When they found Him they

worshiped Him. In this they displayed
true faith. They did not see any

miracle, only a babe, yet they wor-

shiped Him as king. Blessed are they
that have not seen and yet have be-

lieved (John 20:29). Note God’s over-

ruling providence in all this. Many
hundred years before the prophet had

said that Christ should come from

Bethlehem (Micah. 5:2). God so ordered

affairs that Mary should be brought to

that city to give birth to Christ. Let

us be assured that nothing can thwart

the divine purpose. God so ordered
that these men should depart another

way, thereby defeating Herod’s wicked

purpose. Through these wise men the

Lord gave gifts into the hands of Jo-

nepri and Mary before their going to

Egypt. Doubtless this served a good

purpose in meeting their expenses dur-

ing their stay there. Truly all things
work together for good to them that

love God (Rom. 8:28).

Life

Life is but a day, and the hours flee.

Soon it is hlgn noon, then afternoon,
evening, night, when all service ceases.

—R. I'. Anderson.

Simplicity and Purity
“Simplicity and purity are the two

wings by which a man is lifted up

i:
‘ * * • * * *:

WHY GO TO CHURCH? •

Thought transference takes place

when two minds are in personal and

sympathetic touch with each other.

The teacher, therefore, succeeds as

the mind of the pupil is in personal

and sympathetic touch with the teach-

er, and by this means we have buHt

up a national public school system.

Moral and religious life is depend-

ent, upon the transference of moral

and religious thought and to be vital-

ized it must come from the Creator

of moral and religious life.

What the school is to public educa-

tion, the Church is to moral and re-

ligious education. What the public

school teache ris in our educational

system, Christ is in the Christian re-

ligion. Public school attendance is

compulsory but Church attendance is

voluntary though more important.

WHY NOT GO TO CHURCH NEXT

SUNDAY?

o

The weakest among us has a gift.
» • » »

What makes life dreary is want of

motive.

* * * *

We pardon in the degree that we

love.

• » • * »

Who upon earth could live were all

judged justly?—Bunyan.
• • • *

The soul of culture is the culture

of the soul —Bushnell.

* * * *

Hate of one will affect our attitude

toward all.—Black.

* * * *

When the devil throws away his

mask he loses his popularity.—West-
ern.

* * * *

Riches never make men happy; as

much may be said of poverty.
* * * *

The making of friends, who are real

friends, is the best token we have of

a man’s success in life.—Edward Ev-

erett Hale.
* * * *

It will disturb you when you dis-'

cover that God sees your sins.
* * * *

Every day should be passed as if

it were to be our last. —Syrus.
« * * *

To carry care to bed is to sleep

with a pack on your Igick.
* * * *

Working together makes the differ-

ence between a handful of junk and

a watch.—Mohr.

• • c *

Character is a matter of choice.

We make our choice and our choices

make us.

* * * *

Mix thoughtfulness and kindness

and you will get gourtesy. —Forward.
* * * *

You cannot throw light on a sub-

ject by a heated argument.—Western

Christian Advocate.

« * * *

No one is useless in the world who

lightens the -burden of it for anyone

else. —Dickens-
* * * •

To have what we want is riches;

but to be able to do without is power.

—George MacDonald.

* * * *

The test of your Christian charact-

er should bethat you are a joy-bear-

ing agent to the world. —Beecher.
* * * *

It is indeed a desirable thing to be

well descended, but the glory belongs
to our ancestors. —Plutarch.

O

*******••*•••**•**««*

* RELIGIOUS NEWS GATHERED *

*
ALL AROUND THE WORLD •

» *

*********************

The Presbyterian Board of Nation-

al Missions must cut its budget by

$500,000 unless there is some re-ad-

justment.

The annual convention of the Re-

ligious Education Association will be

held in Toronto, March 10-13, 1926,
the general theme being "Education

for Participation in World Affairs,”

Dr. G. Campbell son is

to act as assistant minister w’hen the

Doctor begins his six months ’term

of service as special preacher at First

Presbyterian church, Cincinnati, Ohio,

January Ist.

Dr. Wm. Chalmers Covert, general

secretary of the Presbyterian Board

of Christian Education, is now organ-

izing a nation-wide interdenomination-

al movement to restore and Christian-

ize the American family-

Nolan R, Best, who as editor of the

Continent has been for years one of

the most prominent figures in Amer-

ican Journalism, has become secre-

tary of the Federation of Churches

of Baltimore.

A dinner was recently given by the

music publishers of Chicago in honor

of Charles H. Gabriel, probiAdy the

greatest living song writer. The din-

ner was served in the Grill Room at

Marshall Field's.

Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney,

former moderator of the Presbyterian

General Assembly, pastor of the Arch

Street Prtesyterian Church of Phila-

delphia. has been elected professor of

apolegetlcs and Christian Ethics in

Princeton Seminary.

The committee of educational and

religious drama of the Federated

Council of Churches announces that

its annual religious drama prize has

been awarded to Marshall N. Goolds,

Leicester, Mass., for his three-act

play, "Quest Divine.”

—.t-,

The bi-centenary has been celebrat-

ed of the first sermon preached by

John Wesley. The original manu-

script of that sermon, now in the po-

session of Russell Colman of Nor-

wich, England, was displayed, while

the parish church still uses the pul-

pit from which Wesley preached.—

The Christian Century.

The Presbyterian General Council

in session at Atlantic City, N. J., Dec.

4. adopted a memorial to William

Jennings Bryan, late Vice-Moderator

of the General Assembly. The mem-

orial was prepared by Dr. Clarence

Edward Macartney of Philadelphia,

who was moderator of the General

Assembly while Mr. Bryan was Vice-

Moderator.

Roman Catholics are making large

numbers o$ converts among Negroes.

There fire now half a million Catholic

negroes according to Frank J. Atkins,

a Catholic writer, as compared with

4.500,000 Protestants. The Knights

of Columbus will raise a special fund

of $10,000,000 for further work among

members of the race.

o
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* WEEKLY STORY OF EARLY *

* *

* EDUCATION IN THE HOMES *

* •

*«•****•**«**»*•••*•*

Helpful Criticism

"I never go into a room without see-

ing at once the one thing that is out

of place, the thing that is out of har-

mony with the general design of the

room, and I always wish that I could

take it away,” said a critical woman.

In reply a gentle mother said, “I

am afraid I must be more selfish; for

I never enter a room without instinc-

tively picking out the oise most beau-

iful hing in it that I would love to

have for my own.”

The third spoke as follows: "Ixrok-

ing for what is good instead of the

evil enables you to eliminate class dis-

tinctions, chance possessions or con-

ventionalities. It makes life a gay ad-

venture instead of a dreary durr rou-

tine. Around every corner lies the

possibility of discovering hidden gold

in some chance acquaintance.”

The critical faculty cannot, and of

course should not be stifled, but it can

be made the servant of a keen apprec-

iation of the best things in every-

body and thus be helpful not only*for

ourselves but for all we may meet. If

however, we instead allow it to rule

us we may very easily become snobs,

and too scornful of those whom we

consider our inferiors in taste or op-

portunity to care to be of service to

them.

*«•**•*••*«•*****•***

* *

• COMMENTS ON THE *

« •

• SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON *

• »

*********************

For Christmas Sunday, December 20

The Spirit of Christmas—Matt.2:l-22.

“And Jesus came. His coming was

greeted with great gladness above and

great silence below. Above was the

sweetest music, the music of heaven.

Three times the music of heaven is

mentioned; at the creation, at this

coming of Jesus, and at the coming

crowning of Jesus in John's Revela-

tion. Below the only music was that

of the babe's help young mother croon-

ing to her baby, and the gentle lowing

in minor key of the oxen whose stall

he shared.”

"Jesus coming is God spelling Him-

self out in language that man can un-

derstand. He spelled out PURITY,

OBEDIENCE, PEACE. POWER, and

it was in the biggest, brightest letters

that LOVE was spelled out. He

used the biggest capitals ever known

and traced each in a deep dripping

red with a new spelling—s a c r i-

f i c e”—S. If. Gordon.

V. I—Herod’s reign witnessed the

I most notable event of ail history-—the

King of heaven born in an earthly

| stable

V. 2—"For we have seen his star in

the East”—A whole milky way of

stars would not lead some men bo

(Christ. What these Wise Men pur-

| posed to find the whole world is un-

consciously seeking.

V. 3—“Herod was troubled." When

the soul seeks Jesus angel's rejoice;

but Satan sets pride ami selfishness

to bar the way.

V. 4-6—“When a wrong wants right-

ing. or a work wants doing, or a truth

wants preaching. God sends a baby in-

to the world to dot It."—F. H. Bore-

han.

V 7-8 —“Herod inquired of them

what time their star appeared.”—A

man may seek the best with the worst

motive.

V. 8—“Go and search for »?>#» young

child; and when ye have found him

bring me word that I may come and

worship him also.” Modern Herods

still seek the life of the young child.

V 9—Heaven itself is in the age-

old search for a Saviour.

V. 10 —“When they say the star they

rejoiced." always a cause of rejoicing.

V. 11-12 —“They presented him gifts;

gold, frankincense and myrrh.” At

Christmas time today too many of us

insted of giving gifts exchange them.

The genuine Christmas spirit spells

"self" with small letters, and "others"

with capitals.

"I know where Christmas dwells:

wherever anyone so loves that he gives

—there is Christmas,” —Mary Foot

Lord. k

— o

***••*••*******«•••••

* QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION *

» •

to*************,*****

On the Christmas Lesson

The Christmas Spirits—Matt. 2:1-15.

1. How was the world ready for the

coming of Christ?

2. What lessons may we learn about

Christmas giving from the Wise Men?

How may the spirit of unselfishness

be developed among children at Christ-

mas time?

3. What does it mean that Christ

is the Son of David?

4. How does the world reject the

prince today? ,

5. How can we help to bring peace

to nations, classes, races and neigh-

bors?

6. Dou yotl think there is more of

t>/WT
V D’YOCRAt fUESDAt DfctYStA 15,1425.

the spirit of fcrothetfiodd oda/ hah fire

years ago? XVhV.2

Lesson Prayer

Dear Jesus, we thank Thee for the

spirit ot love and good-will that is

abroad In our land at this Christmas

season. Fill ottr lives with the joy

and peace which Thou didst come to

give. We bring to Thee our beat, and

with it ourselves and our loved ones.

We pray for those who knowing of

Thee for whom today (Christmas

Day) is named. Hasten the day when

all shall know Thee. Amen.

Book Review

CHRIST LN HIGH SCHOOL LIFE,

by Ralph P. Claggett. The Abingon

Press, Cincinnati, Ohio, SI.OO, is a

hand-book for daily devotions based

on the application of the principles of

Jesus to High School problems. The

author has provided this need in this

little hook.

THE APOSTOLIC MESSAGE, by

Benjamin W. Bacon, The Century Com-

pany, 353 Fourth Avenue, New York

City. $3.50, will be welcomed by schol-

ars. making, perhaps, a parting of the

ways for modern interpretation of the

historic faith—HOt so much for schol-

ars as for the intelligent open-minded

lay reader.

Home Talent Play To

Be Given At Wren. Ohio

The Christian Endeavor society of

the United Brethren church of

Wren, Ohio, will stage the play,

"Little Miss Jack,” in the K. O. T. M.

hall at Wren, Wednesday evening,

December 16. The plot of the play

is a stirring story of the adventures

of a girl, lost to her father, found in

the slums, brought back to the lux-

urious surroundings of her birth-

right. and imperiled by the attempts

of jealous enemies to cause her dis-

appearance. A play with remarkable

appeal, especially for audiences de-

manding strong emotional scenes

with plenty of hearty comedy. Live-

ly action throughout, sustained bus-

pence, and numerous big situations.

Its popularity on the professional

stage is sure to be equaled in the

amateur field.

o

Genuine

No. 3 Pocahontus Lump
also Chestnut Coke.

Telephone your order No. 25

Burk Elevator Company
294t6
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—Subscribe For The Daily Democrat —

©he 1 Sensible’'Gift

w S#
'lvtjaF /tv'*'. •

JXntcr Woven jgockid for Chri#tma#)ffi

“He’llSay ’Twas Some Christmas

If You Get His Gift At This Store”

Men’s Novelty Pajamas A Bathrobe
Comfortable sleeping garments Is a wonderful gift to present to

of soft fabrics with Dad or Brother;

contrasting silk loops. in the various color combinations

AA to KA
*n s°ft downy blan ke ts/and silks.

: $5.00 t 0 $15.00

Neckwear -

Mufflers
Our neckwear was selected with a view

Rpautiful Patterns
of serving for many months after

_

Be a utllUl 1 att
,

e ™s
.

Chrktrnis as well as a <rift for
For Comfort and St

-

vle
Christmas, as >yel a s tul

Highland Plaids, Kiltie Stripes,
. that particular day. «

ancy snk and Woo , s

50c t 0 $1.50 75c to S 3Qo

Shirts - Hosiery
' Style and Patterns ? ma " aWs use

; any man will appreciate.
Sllks ln and Fancy Patterns

Collar to match, collar attached 5vC to $1.50
. and neckband. Fancy Wool and Silk and Wool

$l.O0 t 0 $5.00 75c t 0 $1.50
?

Holthouse Schulte & Co.
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Adams Couhty Expires At Age

Os 82 Years following llWims

Os Year'i duration.

Berne, t)cc. 15.—Peter M. Schindler,

82, died at the home of Mr. and Mrs.

Noah Wlnterogg, two and one half

miles west of Berne, Saturday morn-

ing, following an Illness ot arterios-

clerosis. which lasted one year.

The deceased was born in French

townshin. Adams county. May 27, 1843.

He lived itt that vicinity up to 1904.

when he moved tn Fort Wayne and

lived there wp to 1914, after which he

returned to Berne and lived with his

brother John up to his brother’s death

and since then has stayed with the

Noah Winteregg family. He dieci

Saturday, December 12, which thus

brings his age to 82 years. 6 months.

He was married to Hanna Hill ot

Linn drove to which union was born

one child which died in infancy. His

wife also preceded him after they had

been married three years.

On December 19, 1875, he married

Emma Ashliman to which union were

born eleven children, of which only

one survives, Mrs. Aldine 'Thompson,
of Fort Wayne. Those who have

preceded are his wife and children,

Cecile, first wife of Aaron Augsburger,

Cora, wife of John Augsburger, Della,

Lucy, Wilson, Nelson, Priscilla, Oscar,

Milton and Lilly. Three brothers,

Jacob, Chris and John also preceded

him while one brother, David Schind-

ler of Berne, and two sisters, Mrs. C.

A. itlttch? of aid Mrs
T

| Rgly of Glendale. California, turv

*

¦ to mourfl him. T*

Funeral services wee r held Mon(lsv
afternoon at 12:30 o’clock fr
homo and at 1 o’clock from ths \,

. sionary church west of Bern,,,
Rev. Alfred Clauser officiated „,h

¦ burial was made In tbs Defend.
Mannonito church cemetery.

——o—-

Present him or her with «

Parker Fountain Pen for ( hrV
mas. Callow & Kohne.

11.14,15,16,17,21,2? 23
—

' Public Sale of Household Good,
i forms over Baughman’s r. &

Tuesday evening, Dee 15 ? n

¦ prompt. Ivan H. Haiflich. ’ 294?;
—"¦¦¦

i. o-. ’ ”

While in Fort Wayne to d 0
your Chwstmas shopping OT(

at ‘he Y. M. C. A. Cafeteria.
i Pee- 15-18
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WHY WORRY IN ILL HEALTH
WHEN YOU GET SERVICE

LIKE THIS?

i To improve the chemical process in
the body for good htalth, take San Yak
Pills. They strengthen the blood anil

’ body fluids, antic-optic to the stom
aeh, intestines and bowels to a de-

. gree nearly odorless. They preven’
, decomposition of animal and vege.

table matter in the bowels that
causes bloat and self-poisoning, and

¦ are years ahead of any other formula
. for the kidneys, high blood pressure
i! diabetes and rheumatism. Take to
'reduce bloating and wrinkled, flabbv
bowels. Sold at Smith, Yager & Falk

¦ Drug Store —Advt.

Central Grocery
“Os Course”

2 Phones, 31 and 55 Free Delivery

r>l T'F'T’ 17 D Plentv of Good 1P
DU 1 i ISK Country, per pound 4DC

171 1 Tn White Lily $1.15
Jr ILfVZ IV Betty Crocker $1.32

WREATHS S>l^h>lCTty
.

25c
Complete line of Christmas Trees, Candies, Nuts,

Fruits, etc. at lowest prices.

Figs, Dates, Apples. Oranges, Bananas,

Head and Leaf Lettuce, Celery, etc.


