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PAUL BEFORE FELIX

L "SSON TEXT-—Acts 24/1-27,

G 'LDEN TEXT-~"Herein do I exer-
cis myself, to ave always & ©on-
scie 1¢e vold of offense toward God, and
tow rd men''—Acts 24:16.

P IMARY TORIC—Why Paul Was
Not Afrald

J NIOR TOPIC—Paul Before Felix.

I! TERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOP-
IC- Paul Before Felix: A Contrast.

| WUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOP-
IC- How to Have a Good Consclence.

I. Paul Accused (vv. 1-9),
Paul was now in the hands of Felix

who determined to hear his case after
his 1ccusers had come from Jerusalem.
An: nias, the high priest, and elders
carie with Tertullus, perhaps & Ro-
man barrister, who formally wade the
accusation according to Rowman law,
He hegan with flattery. He gave Felix

the
pec

fullest praise when he and all the
ple knew that he lled, for Fellx was
one of the worst goverinors, destitute
of morals and justice, He brought a
four-fold charge agalnst Paul:
1. “A Pestilent Fellow” (v. 5).
This would indicate a fellow utterly
base snd corrupt—a plague,
2 An Inciter of Rebellion, a Mover
ledition (v. §)
1 his they hoped would bring him in-
onfliet with the Roman power.
Ihat He Was the Ringleader of
g Ssct—a Schismatical Party—a Her-

of

to

eti (v. B).

"'his was designed to throw com-
ter pt and suspicion upon the Chris-
tla s, by this means to bring Paul into
de: cer troubie

That He Had Profaned the Tem-
ple (v. 6).
| this charge we see the wickedness
ar 'n, they wilfully suppressed facts.
Paul's Defense (vv. 10-21).
his is a splendid example of the
g ngth and dignity of a man whose
1 is controlled by & nohle purpose,
] who has nothing to conceal, and
" ot distort or suppress facts.
Paul's Frankness and Courtesy
( 10

lattery Is entirely wanting. He
g @ recognition of the fact that Fellx
h been ruler of this people long
e 1gh to be able to judge justly, as
th habits and ways ©of the Jews were
¢1 illar to him; he then in a dignl-
manner assumes that Felix will
re ler a just decislon based on the
s of the case.

The Charge of Sedition Denied
L& 11-12).

e flatly and scornfully denled this
¢ rge, showing its utter falsity since
t! time was too shert, it belng but
t Ive days since he went to Jern
s: m, and half of that time had been
§) at as a prisoner of the Romans.

The Charge of Heresy (vv. 14

his he met by a concession and a
ial. He admirted that he was of

“way” which they called heresy,
br denled that Christlans were schis-
m: ies. He showed clearly that his ac-
tic s were In keeping with the Hebrew

de¢

th

re’ zion.

|) He worshiped the same God
(v 14).

) He fully belleved in the same
S¢ iptures (v. 14).

3) He had the same hope of a
co iing resurrection of the dead (v.
=

Te declared that he had as the prin-
& of life a conscience void of of-
;e before Cod and man,

{) The Charge of Sacriisgs or Prof-
tion of the Temple (vv. 17-21),
his charge he refuted by showing:

el

fe

an

1) That he had come all the way
frc n Greece (v. 17), to worship at
the feast.

%} 'T'hat he did not come up empty-
ded but had brought alms for his
on (v. 17).
}) That there were not competent
1esses present to testify of his be-
ior in the temple (v. 19),
1) By challenging his enemies teo
ify as to his conduct In the coun-
(v. 20).

‘11, Felix Trembles Before Pawut
(v 2227).
his s a sort of a sequel to the
tri I. Wicked as Felix was, Paul's
me ner somehow wom his faver,
the igh he did net release him. His
ger ence was Indulgent imprisonment,
ch kept him free from his enemies
wh 'e under Roman protection. Pellx
ser © for Paul that he might hear of
. ist from him. Paul behaved him-
aright before these sinners in high

He reasoned of righteousness,
control and of judgment to come,
re Felix and his sinful wife with
| power that Felix was terrified,
declared that he would hear Paul
her at a convenlent time. This

a most flimsy excuse for net

1iging his life and granting justice
‘aul.
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Increasing Burdens
1e man who increases the burdens’
s brother will find his own load
ving heavier~Western Christian
ocate. .

Revenge
wwenge I8 sweet to the taste bt
pit 7 in the heart—Western Christian
A2 tate y
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 WHY GO TO CHURCH? ¢
.
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Rev, F. B. M;;—r_._lhe world-famed

and aged minister of London, said re-
cently, "It becomes increasingly clear
to me that nothing can save our Chris-
tlan civilization except a wide-spread
religious revival.  Our times In many
respects resemble those at the close
of the eighteenth century, and need a

!rﬂ-ucc-ontuatlon of the great principles

of our Saviour's ministry and death,
the gifts of the spirit and the ap
proach to the masses.”

“That the Church s the medium
through which His saving grace can
co-operate; that she must cease to
accentuate her differences, and act
under the baptism of one Spirit; that
all which hinders his operation thru
her myst be eliminated, and as the end
of the age approaches, we must light
our lamps and gird our loins—these
seem to be the urgent demands of the
hour,

What Dr. Meyer meant in a word is
that the world is needing today the
positive and sustainig force of the
church of Jesus Christ. Since it takes
individuals to make a church if such a
force Is to be produced, the need of
the world for this force is sufficient
appeal for every one to act. WHY
NOT GO TO CHURCH NEXT SUN-
DAY?

At Lt S RIS
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(Send problems in question form to
Church Editor; answers will appear
in later igsue.)

1. Suggest some ways by which

the Sunday school may have trained
teachers and officers.
-The Methodist Church South has
been encouraging each pastor to
study one of the recognized teacher
training text books receiving spe-
cial ceignition for the work done in
order that he may in turn train his
teachers and officers. Arrangements
can be made with your denomination-
al Sunday School Board for pursuing
one of the cources by means of
correspondence.

One of the common methods is to
oganize a young people’s leadership
taining clasz which meets during the
Sunday school hour. To make a suc-
cess of such a class faithful and
uninterupted attendance With at
least 45 minutes for the lesson period

A week-night class may be con-
ducted for teachers pow giving ser-
vice with any others that might en-
roll. Often such a class is one among
others conducted in the mid-week
church night program now quite
pchular.

12 tural districts under the direc-
tion of the pastor or some cther cap-
able leade a plan can be worked out
for weekly lessons in the home,
meeting once a month for review
making much of the fellowship privi-
ieges. The leader needs to work out
some pian of keeping in touch week-
ly with each member of the class.
This can be done by mimeogaphed
assignments and reports.

In the city it is well to effect a
ten week's interdenominational train-
ing school—or a week's Standard
Training school Leaflets cen be se-
cured from denomtinational bpards
explaining the different plans
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Be thankful for many things you
haven't got.
- . L
To be thankful 1s to be especially
Christlike.—~Russell H. Conwell
L L - g
Nothing takes the heart out of a
person like ingratityde.
- L -
You can only make others grateful
by being grateful yourself.
-~ - . ¥
Gratitude i3 one of the trifles that
heip to make a little man a big man.
~—Geroge H. Knox.
- L -
Gratitude Is the echo of the pleas-
ant words we speak to others.
- - -
A thankful heart is not only the
greatest virtue, but the parent of all
other virtues.

\
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We are blest beyond all other na-
tions of the world, and we should be
correspondingly thankful,

* @

String the pearls of God’s favor.
Hide the dark patts, except so far as
they are breaking out in light. Give
Thanksgiving Day to thanks, to joy,
to gratitude.~The Methodist Recorder.

ﬁenw Ward Beecher expressed him.

self as besutifully on Thanksgiving

as any man ever has: He sald,
“Thanksgiving Day is the one national
festival which turns on home life, It
is not a day of eccleslastical sainte:
not a national anniversay; not a day |
co"lobrntlng a religious event, It m'l
a day of thanksgiving for the year's
history. And it must pivot on the

household—the one great festival of
our r-\merlc.m life that does pivot
there.”

. L] L

The unthankful heart, like a finger
in the sand, discovers no mercies, but
let the thankful heart sweep through
the day, and as the magnet finds the
iron, sco it will find in every hour
gsome heavenly blessings

. A »

Jt is a pleasant sight to see anybody
thanking God, for the air is heavy with
the hum of murmuring and the roads
are dusty with complaints and lamen-

H. Spurgeon.

» L Ll
THANKSGIVING
“For unkind words repressed,

For all intent not done,

For evil thoughts suppressed,

Unworthy goals unwon.

tations —C

For fauits of yesteryear
Repaired by aid of thine;

For penalties we fear
Withheld by love divine.

For mercy patient still
With us so slow to mend,
For heaven's kindly will
That daily good doth send.

For one more day to live
And one more chance to love;
For will to work and give,
And thys our manhood prove.”
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RELIGIOUS NEWS GATHERED
ALL ARCUND THE WORLD
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It is annouuc.e—d_tTl_at. King George
of England reads a chapter of the
Bible every day.

Biblical instruction is given in
350 colleges of the United States with
an enrollment of 100,000 students.

The First Congregational church
of Kalamazod, Michigan, ninety
years old this year, has sent four-
teen men into the Christian minis-

try.

There are over 3,000,000 Jews in
New York City alone. More Jews
eat dinner there every day than ever
attended the Passover Feast in Jeru-
salem.

The average age -at which peopie
join the church has dropped during
the past forty years from 16.4 years
to 11.9 years, aceording to Dean
Athearn of Boston University School
of Religious Edncation.

in spite of the earthquake and
Americap immigration legislation,
missionary work in Japan has never
seemed more worthwhile. All of the
burned churches in Tokyo have been
rebuilt and are flourishing as never
before.

At the National meeting of the
Episcopal church in New Orleans,
Rt. Rev. John Gardner Murray of
Baltimore, Bishop of Maryland, was
elected presiding bishop of the
church. “This is the highest honor of
the church, now made elective for
the first time.

The International Student Confer-
ence will be held in Evanston, Iil,
Dacember 29 to January 1, 1926. The
central theme for discugsion will be,
‘To what extent can the idealism of
youth function effectively through
the church?” .

R

The pastor and people of the First
Congregational Church of Washing-
ton, D. C., of which the president is
a member, are talking of the erec-
tion of a national Congregational
church, in which the entire Congre-
gational fellowship of the country
should be asked to share.

At the last Internmational conven-
tion of the Gideons held in Columbus,
0., the Gideons of the Dominion  of
Canada and the United States merg-
ed as one association, to be known
as the Gideons of America. The
association has committed itself to
the task of a world-wide Bible min-
istry in hotels in every country
where opportunity is presented.

e
it is rumored that Dr. Harris E.
Kirk of Baltimore, has made up his
mind to accept the call to the pulpit
of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church,
New York City, to succeed Dr. Harry
Emerson Fosdick who was guest
pastor for more than four years. Dr.
Kirk has been pastor of the Franklin

Street southern Presbyterian church

in Baltimore for 24 years. Even the
‘ /

newspapers in that city have sought
to bring pressure to keep him there.

President Coolidge has used the
authority given him by Congress to
remit the unpaid balance on the in-
demnity that China agreed to pay
us after the Boxer rebellion of 1900
This balance amounts to over six
million. one hundred thousand doliars
and will be put at the disposal of
the Chinese Foundation for the Pro-
motion of BEducation and Cultere
astablished last year by the order of
the president of China. This ghould
strengthen the good feeiing that has
long existed among intelligent Ckin-

ese for the United States
e (s ——
.“‘l)".‘...“‘.....
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WEEKLY STORY OF EARLY
EDUCATION IN THE HOMES

.
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I prom-
, one

“One year from this date,
ise to give my son
hour of my time every day, with two
hours on the Sabbath. And I prom-
that this time shall be
his, without interference for business
or plmsui‘e of any sort, and that I
shall regard it as a prior engagement
each day” is a promissory note of a

ise solely

leacing business man recently pub-
lished in the North American.
When asked why he wrote this
strange note he said, “Well, the
other day a young fellow came to
me for a job. I had known his father
years ago, and they Wwere a fine
family, Now this son is down and
out. When I asked him how he came

o this end with such a father, he
nalf broke down.

“My father must have been a fine
man,” he said, “but unfortunately
tor me, 1 only knew it through
others. He always was too busy to
pay any attention to me. As a mat-
tor of fact, I never knew him as a
companion, a friend, or anything but
:he man who paid the bills.”

“As I sat listening to that poor
chap, I suddenly realized that he was
painting my picture—me a man of
business, byt neglecting my most
important business, the proper rear-
ing of my son that he may help
strengthen humanity and the better
sarry on the world’s work. I gave to
hat lad the job he wanted, and he
ave to me the job I had neglected.
Jeing a business man, I wrote the
Jromissory note.”

D. Carl Yoder.
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COMMENTS ON THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
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My Conscience and |—Paul Before
Felix—Acts 24:10-16, 22-25.

In our last lesson we left Paul
standing on - the castle stairs, from
which he told the story of his life.
There i3 nothing more interesting to
an audience than autobiography. The
Jewish mob was interested until he
sjpoke of his mission to the Gentiles,
hen they threw dust into the air
They could not abide the thought that
‘he gospel should be preached to the
Gentiles. !

In the confusion the chief captain
was bewildered. He feit the Jews had
some terrible charge agaiist Paul as
revealed by the readiness to kill him,
and his first move was to order Paul
scourged. This however, failed. Paul
aliowed the soldiers to proced with the
preparations to a certain point. When
they had stripped and bound him, and
were ready to scourge him he quietly
said, “Is it lawful for yow to scourge
1 man that is a Roman and uncon-
demned?” Paul shows no bitterness—
snly asks in a courteous way if it is
proper to scourge a Reman.

We can learn from this lesson some-
thing of respect for law. The Roman
law would brook no lawlessness and
no disobediences. We have something
to learn in America in regard to rev-
arence for the law of thhe land. As a
Roman citizen Paul took refuge in the
security provided for him by theh gov-
ernment under which he lived. Law
and order-have come down to us at
great cost, and we should value highly
the liberty and law that safeguards

B R
HEAD STUFFED FROM
CATARRH OR'A COLD

Says Cream Applied in Nostrils
Opens Air Passages Right Up.

Your

Instant relief—no waiting.
clogged nostrils open right up; the
air passages of vour head clear and

you can breathe freely. No more
nawking, snuffling, blowing, head-
ache dryness. No struggling for
breath at night; your cold or catarrh
disappears. /

Get a small bottle of Ely’s Cream
Balm from vour druggist now. Apply
a little of this fragrant, antiseptic,
healing cream in your nostrils. It pen-
etrates through every air passage of
the head, soothes the inflamed or
swollen mucous membrane and relief
comes ingtantly. !

It’s just fine. Don’t stay stuffed-up
with a cold or nasty

* ample of the strentgh and dignity of u

us in our own land

The captain is surprised to learn
that Paul was a Roman citizen, and
was born into his citizenship; and
now he is ready for his second move-—

V. 13—Paul called for proof. Unjust '

accusers are never more confounded
than when they are agked for evidence |
of their charges.

Vs. 14:16—Paul had one thing to con- |

to turn him over to the Jewish Cown |fega: he was & Christian "When the

¢il.  This also failed for the Phari-
sees and Saducees disagreed and
came to no conclusion, This third move
is to send Paul to Felix in Daosaroa in
the night. Here ig a regular organ-
ized court trial with Felix, the gov.
ernor, acting as judge, was insatituted
Ananlas, the high priest, and ulders'
Tertullug, who made the
opeuing for the prosecution.
After flattering Felix, when he and ali
the people knew that he lled, for Fe-
lix was destitute of morals and justice,
in abusive language he charges Paul
with being an insurrectionist against |
the Romans, a ringleader of the Zaz
arites, and a_ defiler of the tvmp}o---{
summing it all up by branding him as
“A pestilent fellow."”

Vs, 10-11—Paul defends himself in
splendid ex-

came with

speech

a masterly address—a
man whose life is controlled by a noble
purpose, who has nothing to conceal,
and will not suppress facts. In his
introduction he is courteous and com-
plimentary without a single word of
flattery. He declares himself glad that
his case is being tried before a judge
who is familiar with the Jewish af-
fairs, Felix having been governor for
five or six years
A true gentleman

whether it pays or not.
ded permitting the prisoner’s
friends to visit him. What say
is after all so important some-
times as the way we say it. Tertullus
had ranted and raved against Paul.
Christian’ty makes gentlemen.

12-13—Paul squarely denied the
charges. (The love of Christ will give
courage to speak the truth fearlessly
even to the one having the power of
life and death.) Faul remarked that it
was only twelve days since he had
gone up to Jerusalem and it was hard
to think that he could have hatched

w:ll be polite

Felix respou-
by
we

not

Vs

so-called ‘heresy’ glves one higher,
more worshipful thoughts of God and |

Christ, makes Bible teaching clearer, |
and its tryth more vital and energiz-

ing, and renders life hereafter more
sure, let ue all be ‘heretics’ with Paul.”
Paul avoided controversy, finding com-
mon ground, Should we be?

V 16—"And herein do I
myself to have always a consclence
vold of offense toward God and toward |
men" Best cure in the world for llm‘
blues. How many of us “exercise”
ourselves to have a good consclance,
A good conscience is not gained by

exercise

{chance, but by the eteady determined

exerc'se of right thinking and lighi'
Paul does not affirm perfect
“Not fail-

doing.
attainment, but perfect aim.
ure, but low al!m, is erime.”

Paul's conscience was no different
from ours when regulated by the spirit
of God. Our Father would have us
“exercise, illumino, use conscience un-
til it is an unerring guide—until it re-
volts against even the shadow of evil
in our lives, until our lives reilect the
life and our consciences the conscience
of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

V. 22—Conscience and diplomacy
are not always on speaking terms, It
is not enough to think and speak wf*lli
of Christianity, and admire its adher-

personal acceptance of Jesus (‘hrlx‘t'
Saviour will satisfy.
V. 23—Fellx grants Paul the liberty

as

A pagan may possess a sense of justice
and kindness of heart.

5
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION *
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1. What wasith:diﬂprence in the
ways in which Tertullus and Paul
addressed Felix?

out an insurrection in that short time,
An innocent person best defends him-

self by throwing challenge of proof |

upon his accusers. Noise is not argu-
ment, nor declaration nor proof.

Paul went up to worship—and they
had not found him stirring up trouble
either in the synagogue or i nthe city;
he had come to bring alms to his na-
tion, an e tellz them that the real
instigator ; trouble should have
been the ey had aught to say

gainst him.

2, Before what judges are we put
| on trial for our Christian faith? Arc
| therg people and causes that you are
fighting without proof?
| 3. What are the most tellimg
| arguments in favor of Christianity?
{ 4. What means is a Christian
1iusu‘f ed in using when defending
| himself against unprincipled ene-
| mies.
| 6 What do you understand by
| Paul’s statement “a conScience void
| of offence?”
6. How

would you

ness in little things?

ents and its works; nothing short of |’

of his friends ministering unto him.
|

characterize

Paul's preachings ~ "N
& How do Paul and pe
trate the differ lix

CNnee hetwes
and bad conscienca® s
8. What is the value ,‘c..

! gy
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YOU CAN LEARN -
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Margaret  Slattery 1 FAC H, by
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certain beautifier
rubbing with O-C
and a little goes
Try one bottle. |
where in vario

30c to $3.
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“Cleans as it Polishes”
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Are You Having Trouble

heating your home with the old stove?

Can you keep the house warm?

are here.
home cozy,

ily with a

Cold winter days and ni;

warm for yourself and fam-

-
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Keep’vour
comfortable and

Down-Draft Furnace

Burns

|
1-3 Less Fuel

No home is complete without a Majestic. The many de-
sirable features make it the ideal furnace for your
home. Easy in operation; economical in fuel; made to

‘ last a lifetime and many other points of interest that
every furnace buyer should consider before buying.

Stop in and see us and let us
explain more fully the de-

tails of the Majestic.

shbauchers Tin Shop

| North First Street :

Phone 739 or 765




