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If the believer's life is to be fruitful jn
haracter and service the pruning
knife, Christ's words, must be intelll
and applied.

1. The Conditions of Fruit Bearing
+-7)

I'he supreme

|
the traltor

Tudas

gently regulariy

object in pruning, the
ire of the vine, is fruit.

1. Abiding in Christ (vv. 4-8) As
he branches draw sap and life from
he vine, go helleyersg ahide in
Christ, from whom they derive thelr
, strength and wisdom. Indeed,

is a mutual ablding, the digciple in
t'hrist and Christ in the disciple. It
s Christ's life expressing itself
t hrough the believer. The one thus in
Christ will bear much fruit
‘0 great is the displeasure of the Lord
vith lifeless, unfruitful branches that
hey are to be “cast forth,” “withered,”
even burned (v. 6)
2. Christ's Words Abide in Us (v
So mighty is the power of the

mnet

dwelt by

cash -y

04rvs¢ . ¢me who abides In Christ and itn whom

His words abide that Heaven can with
| hold no gift from him
111, The Blessed lssue of a Fruitful
of Life (vv. 817)
70 1. The Glorification of the Father (v.
Through much fruit-bearing, the
I"ather will be glorified (Matt. 5:16).

light

li‘-]“' 2. Credentials of Discipleship (v. 8).
packing
\ln('.:!)

The only way to prove that one is a
child of God is to manifest the charac-
teristics of God In one's acts and serv-
fee,

! 3 Abiding in Christ's Love and

| Keeping His Commandments (vv. 9,

| 10). The way to abide in Christ's love

q s to keep His commandinents. The

one who neglects the words of Christ

Is destitute of His love, It is folly to

talk of being in the love of Christ

while disobeying His teachings.

4, Fulness of Joy (v. 11). The way
have fulness of joy is to have

| Christ's joy In us.

j 5. Loving one another (vv. 12, 18).
The one who abldes in Christ and has
the life of Christ flowing into him will

190 live a life of love, will love his fellow-

man, especially his brother in Christ.

| 6. Friends of Christ (vv. 14, 15).
l"hrisf's friends deo whatsoever He
| commands. Beinz thus obedient He
fmkws us into His confidence and

makes known unto us the Hesvenly
2 Father's will
4G 7. Perpeutal Fruit-Bearing in Love,

18¢ wWith Power in Prayer (vv. 18, 17).
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8¢ spiritual power. All other things
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puny and {1, \
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