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S0, indeed, it proved. Six months
later the solid old red brick house was
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June aggo haunted him was so
piteous to see him brighten d' sight of
her, and smile when she gave him a
gay word ou help him-—more even
than sunshine,” Hardin said to her, his
tone faintly wistful. “And I simply
can never thank you enough-—you don’t
know, but he is as he is because of
me. Dragged me away from a falling
tree His foot hung-—it caught him
Death would have been ten times
easler than living to see him so. He

was the
creature,
him, women were wax in his hands.
We were always close friends—now
we are all in all to each other—and
will be to the end of time.”
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Time ambling withal brought frost
to nip the turf, the flowers, snow to
mantle them into more subtle beauty,
brought also warmth, and fireshine
and merry talk about the hearth, or
happy sllences beneath the reading
lamp. Esme gained steadily, but very
slowly. One month he could pick his
guitar, singing to it in a fine tenor,
inaudible across the room: the next
he raised himself unalded by holding
to the arms of his chair—after New
Years he actually. stood upright for
five geconds, Hardin supporting one
arm, June the other, Sinking down,
his face illumined, he drew thelr
hands together and held them upon
his breast. There they felt his heart
pounding at racing speed, with now
and then the verlest ghost of a skip.
He smiled up at them, saying clearly,
“Mustn’t try that again—for your
sakes, It would end everything gulck-
ly. You'd grieve for me I know, \Tell
me truly will you let me iive on as I
am, and watch your happlness?”

“What happiness? Hardin asked
huskfly. June turned her head. Esme
again joined thelr hands and lifted
them to his lips before answering:
“The right human happiness of man
and wife, You love each other—I have
seedl that a long time—but I have
stood between you, No, no—" as they
would have protested. “I was jealous
~madly so! It seemed to me you had
no right to take—what Is forever de-
nled me. T dreamed even of getting
well—of daring you to rival me with
~June. The dream I8 ended—take you
each the other, with my blessing. Do
it quickiy—before 1 go.”

The last words whispered, Hardin
and June stood apart, looking lovingly
at this man and brother. “Kiss me,
both. I must sleep,” he sald. And so
fell lnto the sleep that knows ne wak-

hich name added just thv right touch
as a finisher to his 1\¢-rfm'r
after Percival's arrival
met in the village street
and stared at each other,
ing “You here?”

Percival seemed very much discon
»d at the meeting and said: “You
won't give an old college awa)
will you, Tom? I am down here lying
perdu for a wil my little
escapa Nothing bad: but
thought it best to keep out of sight for
a while,”

“I will not give you away, Ben,” re
plied Tom, “if you behave yourself,
But the very first time I see you up
to any of your old dodges. or hear of
your being, And
scowl on his face
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I will denounce you.”
he passed on with a

Ben Ringwood’'s career at
had been disreputable, and his
after leaving college had been more
Tom knew all about him. Pretty
soon Tom saw that Caroline had be
enamored Ben Ringwood,
alias Percival Sommers,

If he told Caroline what he knew
about the man she would simply laugh
at him and attribute it to jealousy,
resolved to go to Ben and tell him to
leave town. “Sure, I'll leaye’town,”
sald Ben.
And,
still in the ring, I might add that, If I
wanted to, I could take along with me
that pretty daughter of your landlord,
old Pendergast.” And he handed Tom
a letter In which the foolish girl had
offered to elope with her Percival,
making an appointment for that very
night in a certaln woodland glade. “Be
out of this town tomorrow morning,"
sald Tom, and went home,

That night, when Caroline came to
the rendezvous, it was not Percival
but Tom she found walting for her.
She gave a little scream when she saw
him. Tom told her all that he knew
about Ben Ringwood and of what had
taken place between them that day.

“You are just as horrld as you can
be, both of you,” sobbed Caroline.
“I'll never speak to either of you
again,” and ran back to the house.

The next morning Ben Ringwood,
allas Percival Sommers, was arrested
by officers f{"'n New York charged
with embezzlefh *t. There were other
charges—bigamy and a few little
things llke that. Two days later Caro-
line, very pale and serious, came to
Tom and gald: “Tom, I can never
thank you enough for saving me from
the results of my folly.”

“Caroline,” sald Tom, “do you think
you could—-er—Iike me a little?”

She gazed at him sllently for a
while and then sald: “Tom, you are
one of the few young men whom 1
have met that I did not fall in love
with at flrst sight. What I feel for
you has been of a steady growth and,
therefore, 1 think It must be the real
thing.”

“And L” he replied, “have loved you
since first 1 saw you,”

“Well,” said she with & laugh, “se
there is such a thing as love at first
sight, after all. You have proved m
theory, Tom; take me If you will
And then he kissed ber.
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Bed Room Suites

Walnut Dresser, regularly priced at $56.00;
Special during this sale only at

$43.00

3 Piece Bed Room Set in Walnut, regular price was $168.00;

Special during this sale at $14O 00
2

Other Wonderful Bargains To Be Had

. = . [ ]
Dining Room Suites
T S Rt etk o

Walnut Dining Room- Set, regularly priced' at $195.00.

Going to some one during this sale $156 00
L ]

for

All Other Furniture Reduced
Such As

Kitchen Cabinets Odd Dressers
Kitchen Tables Odd Chiffoniers
Drop Leaf and End Tables
Library Tables Cedar Chests :
Davenport Tables Iron and Brass Beds

ROCKING CHAIRS

All Kinds of Rocking Chairs in any finish
will be cut in price in this sale,

Living Room Suites

3 piece Living Room Suite; for-
merly sold for $

$1505 Special at 90000
' piece Living Room Suite, reg-

warl priced G148 ()

at $188; Now

3 Piece Living Room Suites;

regular $90 $
marking for.... 75000
3 piece Living Room Suite;

Regular $145.00; $90.00

Yager Brothers Furniture Store

Opposite Pubhc Square—East Side

Decatlﬂ‘, Indiang




