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LESSON FOR SEFiZMBER 3

NEMEMIAH REBUILDS THE
WALLS OF JERUSALEM

LESSON TEXT-Neh, 3:1-T:4

GOLDEN TEXT--Our God will fight for
us.—Neh, 420

REFERENCE MATERIAL~Neh, 2:9-20;
1 Cor, 8:9-17

PRIMARY TOPIC—~How God helped Ne-
hemiah Builld a Wall

JUNIOR TOPIC—~How & City Wall Was
Rebullt

INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOPIC
—~Praying, Watching, Working.

YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOPIC
~Buccess Through Leadership and Co-
Operation,

Having secured a leave of absence

from the Persian court, and creden.
tials from the king, Nehemiah jour-
neyed to Jerusalem, After resting

three duys without disclosing his pur-
pose to any one, he made a survey
of the walls by night, Having thus ob-
tained first-hand information he called
the representatives of the Jews to-
gether and “Let us bulld the
walls of Jerusalem.” He then made
known the hand of providence in
bringing him to Jerusalem with the
authority to rebuild its walle, He thus
showed great wisdem in finding out
for himself the real conditions and
what work would be required to re-
gtore the walls. The one who is qual-
ified to lead in a great undertaking
is the one who has mastered the situ-
ation and is fhus able to remove ob-
jections and show how the work can
be done,

. —Preparation
(ch. 3).

The division of labor In this project
ghows Nehemiah's administrative abll-
ity. A wise distribution of labor makes
difficult tasks easy.

Note some outstanding features of
this great work.

1. Stress Laid Upon Indifference
(3:5) In. administrative tasks It is
just that unfaithfulness should be
pointed out, Such action will bhe a
warning to some and an encourage-
ment to others by showing the In-
tegrity of the director.

2. Help Rendered by the Women
(3:12). Perhaps Shallum had no sons
to ald him. It is a fine thing for
women to be able to take hold even
fa building a wall when there are no
men to do it word carefully
notes such extraordinary aects,

3. Stress Laid Upon Earnestness of
Some (3:20). If one knows that his
falthfulness will be recognized he will
earnestly pursue his tasks.

4. Every One Bullt Over Agalnst
His Own House (3:10, 23, 28). Man's
chief concern Is for his family. No in-
centlve to exertion is quite so strong
as that which concerns his own fam-
fly.

5. Certain Guilds of Men Undertook
Certain Work (ch. 3:8, 81, 32). Wise
administration sometimes calls for
such alignment of efforts. Men of the
same class and craft will usually work
better together.

il. Hindrances Encountered (4:18:
14).

1. Scoffing of Sanhallet and Tobiah
(4:1-6; ef, 2:19-20), The opposers of
God's servants usually begin by hyrl-
ing- at them shafts of ridicule. They
called the Jews but a feeble folk and
asserted that the tread of a prowling
fox would break down their stone wall.

2, Conspiracy of a Sudden Attack
(4:7-9). When the enemy saw that
thie work was actually succeeding they
changed from ridicule to an attempt
to throw the workmen into a panic
and ‘thus hinder the work. When the
enemy cannot succeed by scoffing then
he’ resorts to Intimidation.

3. Conspiracy With the Jews (4:
10:28). They sought by means of the
Jews from the outside to discourage
their bréthren by showing that the
task was hopeless and that at any
time they were subject to a sudden
and secret attack.

4. Greed and Oppression of the
Rulers (5:1-13). The Jews of that
dany, like the profiteers in the recent
Vorld war, took advantage of the
poor and oppressed them so that they
mortgaged their land and sold thelr
dnughters into slavery. Nehemiah
boldly rebuked them for their crimes
and ordered a restoration to be made,
exacting an oath of them that they
would fulfil their promises.

5. Schewe to Take Nehemiah's Life
(6:1-14). When Sanballat and Tobiah
failed in every other way they sought
by craft to get Nehemiah away that
they might kill him,

111, The Wall Completed (8:15-7:4).

So energetically did they pursue
their tasks that in fifty-two days the
wall was completed. When the en-
emles heard that in spite of all their
schemes the work was actually com-
pleted, they were cast down, for they
perceived that the work was of God,
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U, B, CHURCH

9:156 a. m.~—Sunday School.
10:30 a. m~Sermon by the pastor,
2:30 p. m.~Service at the County In
firmery
6:30 p
bert.
7:30—Sermon by the pastor.
7:30 Wed.~—Evening prayer meeting,
A rallying upon the part of every
United Brethren is urged at the Sun-
day evening service. The program will

m~C, E, led by Ruth Gil

consist of musie such as solos, duets,

with congregational sing
ing. Come praying for the pastor as
well as all of the evening program that
sermon that which will

hless the people and honor God.
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(', J. MINOR, Pastor
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BAPTIST CHURCH

.
9:30—Bithle school. Offering goes
toward new building fund. Let us
make it a good day.

10:30—Morning worship. Sermon

by the pastor, “Restoring the Fallen.”
6:30-B. Y. P. U, Election of of-
ficers -for the new year., We want a
attendance,

7:30—Evening service. Sermon by
pastor, “What «About Dedicating
Life to Christian Service?” This
will be especially for the
voung people, and the pastor wiil be
glad them all
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our church, with
Hamilton, teaching the
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trust many will come and bring

their Bibles.

F. D. WHITESELL, Pastor
e
ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH

The 12th Sunday after Trinity. Gos-

2Cor.3

German preaching service at 8:30.
“The fear of the Lord is the begin-
1ing of wisdom.”
A. W. HINZ, Pastor
—0
EVANGELICAL CHURCH
(Winchester Street)

9:15—Bible school, L. L. Baum
gartner, supt.

10:30—Morning worship.

6:30 — Young Peoples Meeting.
Leader, Zelma Fuhrman. Subject,
“Giving."”

7:30—Preaching service

Wed. 7:30, Prayer meeting.

A growing church with a welcome
to you.

C. L. HANEY, Pastor
.

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

Sundav school at 9:30,
Morning worship at 10:45,

Epgorth League at 6:30.

Evening worship at 7:30.

The pastor will preach at the
morning and evening services.

Prayer meeting Wednesday even
ing at 7:30. .

The Epworth League of the Fort
Wayne district will hold a Booth

Festival in Fort Wayne Monday. Do-
nations of canned goods and hospital
supplies will be made.
will be for the Methodist hospital of
Fort Wayne.

The offerings

ZION REFORMED CHURCH

J R. Elliker, Pastor

Sunday, Sept. 3, 1922
9:15—Sunday school. Mat Kirsch,
A fine advance last Sunday.
Vacation time is over.
©t's get back to normal attendance

quickly., (lagsses and teachers for all
ages. Come!
10:30—Morning worship. Sermon:
“The Birth of a Child.”
7:00—Evening service, Sermon:

i

againg.

found “no place like home"”. Worship
services at 10:30 and 7:30 each Sun-
day from now on.

‘What about the Negro.”
A cordial invitation to thoese serv
ces is extended to all.

ST. MARYS CHURCH

First Mass 7:00.
Low Mass 9:15.
Benediction imediately after mass.
Prayer hour Friday evening 7:03.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

After a refreshing vacation spent in

southern and central Jowa, the pastor

8 back among the people of Decatur
In all his journeys he has

-

-
*

Next Sunday is “Labor Sunday”.

Our morning topic, suitabie to the day

will be “God, Ourselves and Company.”
The Text is 2 Cor. 6:1.

The Sunday School attendance has
been very good during the hot months
of July and August. Vacation is over
and We are expecting you back in
your elags. Be there on time. ’

Senior C. E. society, 6:30. The young
people have done noblly in keeping up)

|the attendance and interest of their|

&+ CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS &
0 I L

organization. A good, live meeting is|

assured.
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