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Ledgion

Here and There Among
the World War Veterans

(Copy for This Deparmment Supplied by National Headquarters of the American Legion)
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One of Indianapolis’ Most Attractive

Capital Was Chosen by

HY DID
national
the American
Indianapolis?

This #s a question that many dele-
gates to the Minneapolis convention of
Legion are unable to
answer. They know that Indianapolis
was not one of the three cities _re-
ported favorably on by the committee,
that a minority report was presented
on the floor of the convention, result-
ing in the election of Indianapolis as
permanent headquarters of the organi-
zation.

Fred Bates Johnson, an Indianapolis
attorney and one of the Hoosier dele-
to the convention, was asked
the Indianapelis delegation ma-
neuvered to secure the headquarters.

“It was a case of superior salesman-
ship, as I see it,” said Mr. Johnson.
“That means, as you know, faith In
the superior quality of the product
you're trying to sell, a thorough knowl-
edge of the article, and hard work.

“We not only worked hard In try-
ine to convince the members of the
commitfee that Indianapolis was the
logical location—we tried to sell the
city to every delegate we could talk
to. The result was when we found
we had lost out In committee, we felt
pretty confident we could win by rais-
ing the question en the floor of the
sonvention, and we did.

“We had a delegation thoroughly
well informed on the advantages the
Jity afforded as a headquarters cen-
ter. The line of argument was, of
ourse, shaped to fit the particular
Jelegnte with whom we were dealing,
.nd all in line with a pre-arranged
lani I'm not saying that the political
yent naturally inherent in every Hoo-
sier may not have helped us in winning
yut over the competing cities,

“Our first argument was that Indi-
inapolis was the ideal convention or
neadquarters city because it is oply
sixty miles from the center of popu-
tation and thus most accessible to the
“irgest number of members.” We ex-
Jained that with fifteen railroads and
(hirteen electrié interurban lines, this
mreatest inland rallway center was
wasily and directly reached from all
yarts of the country.

“We showed them how more citles
»f 20,000 population and over cin be
reached in a night's ride from Indi-
mmapolis than from any other eity in
the United States, embracing a zone
including Chicago, Mllwaukee, Detroit,
Toledo’ Cleveland, Buffalo, Pittsburgh,
“olumbus, Cincinnati, Lonisville, Chat-

they locate the
headquarters of
Legion at

zates

tanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, St
Louis, Peoria and Springfleld, Over

two million people live within two
hours’ ride of the clty and over 60,
000.000 can be reached over night.

“We also argued that the fact the
sity was an ideal headquarters loca-
tlon was evidenced by the number of
national headquarters already located
here, listing among these the United
Mine Workers of America, Internation-
al Brotherhood of Bookbinders, Inter-
national Typographieal union, Inter-
aational Brotherhood of Teamsters and
Chauffeurs, Bricklayers, Masons and
Plasterers’ International union, Bar-
pers’ International union. and the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners., This array of lahor or-
ganizations assured the approval of
the thousands of legion members be-
longing to labor organizations.

“we sald we could assure all ex-
eervice men of a most cordlal welcome
28 Indlnnnpolls had always been most

Buildings—Why and How the Hoosler
the Worl’d War Men,

appreciative of her heroes. In proof
of this, witness the soldiers and sail-
ors’ monument which was erected
thirty years ago, costing then over
$500,000—a monument almost 300 feet
in height—and the patriotic manner
in which Indiana’s sons have answered
the call in all previous wars.

“All were surprised to learn that
Indianapolis has the most complete
electric traction terminal building in
the world, where more than 20,000
passengers each day arrive and depart
on about 800 high-speed electric inter-
urban cars. The fact that we bullt
the first union raflway station in the
world also appealed to many.

“We found few knew that Indi-
anapolis was the home city of the late
Vice President Charles W. Fairbanks,
the home city of Vice President Mar-
shall, the late James Whitcomb Riley
and the late Benjamin Harrison; of
Booth Tarkington, Meredith Nicholson
and other literary men of national
note,

“We explained that In addition to
our unusual location and rallroad faeil-
ities, the city was well equipped with
many first-class hotels, large auditorl-
ums for conventions, and everything
in the way of theaters and motion ple-
ture houses that delegates to a con-
vention might require, 5 theaters and
60 motion picture houses,

“The" many buildings of Interest
were also described—a post office oc-
cupying a eity block and costing more
than a half million dollars; a central
library, erected at a cost of more than
a half milllon dollars, with fourteen
branches and thirty-five other distrib-
uting agencles; a state capitol occupy-
ing two e¢ity blocks; a courthouse of
unusual architeetural beauty, and so
on.

“Of course, we bored some listeners,
and we had to permit the boosters of
other cities to have their say, but,
nevertheless, we got across the many
advantages offered by this city of
308,000 population. We tried to ap-
peal to the particular Interest of the
man with whom we were talking.

“Thus, we told the men from farm-
ing and rural districts that the prin-
cipal industry from the value of prod-
net 1s slaughtering and meat packing.
That last year 1,394,452 hogs, 268,428
cattle and calves, and 13903 sheep
were killed. They were Interested to
know that more than 3,300,000 head
of live stock were received at Indi-
anapolis stock yards the year before.

“To the same men we told that 6.
728,750 bushels of wheat and 21,566,500
bushels of corn were handled by lo¢al
dealers, and a totai of 48,000,000 bush-
els of grain handled in elevators hav-
Ing o combined capacity of 2,480,000
bushels,

“None of the college men seemed to
know that Butler college at Indi-
anapolis was the first college in-the
country to receive women on equal
footing with men. And in the same
way we had marshalled facts to Inter-
est men of every occupation and in-
terest,

“I venture there was not a delega-
tion at the convention so well in-
formed on what their city had to offer.
Certain men were assigned to work
with the delegations from the different
states. We took with us a motion ple-
ture film showing the city, but had
not an opportunity to use it.

“But, as I sald before, I belleve the
fact that we landed the G. H. Q. of
the legion was due solely to superlor
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WOMEN'S PART IN

"RUNNING RAILROADS

—

Women's part in running the rail-
roads during the war is shown hy the
number enrolled in railroad servieo
gshortly before the armistice, On Oc-|
tobér 1, 1918, there were 101,785 WO |
men engaged in some phase of that .
occupation in this country. These {
figures are given in the report of
IMiss Pauline Goldmark, manager of
the Women’s Service Section of the|
United States Railroad Administra |
tion, Statistics compiled from a can-
vass of eleven raiflread offices in
various parts of the country show |
that of 2,989 employees holding re |
sponsibie positions, 1,628 were wo-|
men, The classes of work !'lﬂhl.l(?l'(l'
in this canvass included freight|
Jaims, freight auditor, local f!'n'ighl,‘
car accountant, and disbursements |
auditor. ‘

o)

The largest electric sign
in the world advertises

WRIGLEYS

on Times Sauare, New York
City: it is 250 feet long, 70
feet high. Made up of 17,286
eiectric lamps.

The fountains play, the
trade mark changes, read- :
ing alternately WRIGLEY'S
R e SPEARMINT, DOUBLEMINT,
home-building and farm-making. _Un and JUICY FRUIT, and the

der the auspices of the Knights of Co

lumbus, traveled more than Spearmen “do a turn." ‘
thousand miles, visiting every
from Brest to Coidenz, where
troops were massed,
many times to thousands of soldiers.
Miss Marbury has bheen decorated by
America, France, Delginm and TItaly,
and it the only woman decorated with
the Knights of Columbus gold service
medal. !

— |
MISS MARBURY ACTIVE |

IN PUBLIC SERVICE*
Miss Elisabeth Marbury,
of the delegates at large New
York to the Democratic National con
vention, is first vice president of the
League of Catholic Women and was o
member of the executive committee
of the Diocesan National War Coun
cil, In June, 1919, she was designated
by Secretary of the Interior Lange
to carry abroad to the men of the

who is one
from

of

she five
center,
Ameri

can

e %his sign Is seen nightly by about
ee 500,000 people from all over the world.

Sealed
Tight

PREFERENCE FOR VETERANS

Washington, D. C.—The Civil Serv.

ice Commission has ruled that persons

presenting, as a' bhasis for claim for
vreference to clerical and other posi-
tions in the government service,
tificates of furloughs to the regular
army reserve shall be entitled to the
same preference as persons who *thave

received an honorable discharge from

cer-

{
!
the army. | '}.:‘s "2
|
{
Large emigration from Germany to 'ﬂEMUCRAT
Mexico is expected.
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Valve-in-Head Pref erei e

Men of long experience in motor car JS"’L'{‘, “know anu'
appreciate the woenderful value of Buick Valve-in-
Head efficiency.

Today, these men are paying a high tribute to Buaick
quality and constructicn, in their sclection of this
famous motor car to serve their needs in the fuiure.

Buick prides itself in possessing the world’s confidence
and with such unwavering faith and individual pref-
erence of buyers, Buick demand and production are
eclipsing all records—so the wisdom of early purchas-
ing for futare months delivery by those “who know”
is a fore-thought for the prospective buyer who tarries
from day to day.

: ke Duick Mode! K.-Six 40 g
v'\
' Prices f. 0. b, Flint, Michigan :
§ v Sy :
g Model K-44 - $1595.00 Model K-46 =~ $2235.00 ® Model K-t =’ $1885.00
! Meded K45 - $1595.90 Model K-47 - $2465.00 ModelX.50 - t280e a0 .
Prices Revised April 1st, 1920

B3,

When better automobiles are built, Buick wnli hm d ﬂv- 5

PORTER & BEAVERS

Buick Distributors. Automobile Tires and Accessories

salesmanship.”
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