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CHRISTMASWAS CELEBRATED

Appropriate Observance of the Ever
- Sacred Holiday

FAMILY DINNERS

Were Muck in Evidence as
Commemoration of Wel-
come Holiday

AT THE CHURCHES

Interesting Programs are
Rendered—Poor Are
Remembered

Christmas and its attendant festiy-
ities is now but history, the fond re-
membrances of the home coming of
loved ones and seasons of good cheer
remaining as the only evidences of
the most welcome holiday. The day
was observed in Decatur as it has
never been observed before, and the

real beauty of the Christmas tide
was exemplified, not only in the
homes of those of wealth, but equally
appropriate in the apartments of thet
oppressed. Religious devotion first’
of all, found expression in the hearfs
of the people, and in commemora- |
tion of the annmiversary of the birth
of the infinite one, many of the eity
Sunday schools rendered interesting
programs to large and enthusiastic
audiences. Gloom which ordinarily
surrounds the households of many De-
catur families, faded before the
mighty sweep of the charitable inclin-
ations of organiaztions and individ-
uals yesterday as magic, and the day,
to the unfortunate, was as ideal as
to those of means. Philanthrophy
was as much in evidence as human
hands could engineer it and every one
should be thankful. A large number
of family dinners were held as is
indicated below.

Iy

C. O. France and wife charmingly
entertained vesterday for Christmas
dinner, in homor of Mr. and Mrs.
. B. France and Mrs. Belle France.
In the evening the above mentioned
and H. L. Conter and family were
entertained for supper.

Mrs. KatherinerConter was hostess

at a family dinner given yesterday
or The following: H. L. Conter and
family, Misses Rose, Mayme and
Margaret Conter and Frank Conter
and Mrs. Mary Smith.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Earl Peters en-
ertained at twelve o'clock dinner
yesterday in honor of a number of
heir relatives. The afternoon was
pent in social chat and music and

delightfn! #ime was had. Those
present were Mr. and Mrs. W. H.

oas of Waterloo, Mr. and Mrs. E. E.
Mentzer and children, Walter and
Frances, of Bluffton, and Mr. and
Irs. Isagc Peters of this city.

A delightful Christmas dinner was

fiven at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
W. A. Lower yesterday te a number
f their relatives. In the party were

r. and Mrs. J. S. Lower, Mr. and
rs. R. S. Peterson and Messrs. Tom
nd Dick Peterson.

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Beatty gave a
‘ dinner yesferday to the
Ollowi Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Snow,
fr. andg Mrs. L. Mailand and Mr.
nd Mrs. George Kinzle and family.
. splendid time was enjoyed by all
tho were fortunate in being prsent.

Aristno

- D. '.D-ngner and wife held a de-
ghtful gathering at the home yes-

at

hich time a sumptuous

dinner was served to the
t the family. The guests

Miss Bertha Heller and Miss Elizabeth
Corbus.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilford Miller gave a
Christmas dinner to the following:
Messrs. and Mesdames William Bark-
ley, W. H. Miller, Otis Shifferly ana
Mrs. Margaret Miller and Misses Bell
Gilmore, Lulu and- Margaret Mohler,
Ruth Pancake, Maud Magley, Savilla,
Zthyl and Mabel Miller, Messrs. Ran-
som and Olonzo Barkley, Otis, Mar-
vin, Orvis, Royand Therman Miller.

Mr. and Mrs. Levi Baker of north
Second sireei were among the enter-
tainers of yesterday. They gave a
dinner in honor of Charles Baker and
wife, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Stultz, Elijah
Nidlinger and family and George Nid-
linger. The guests enjoyed a tur-
key roast.

A pleasant time was enjoyeq at the
home of Charles N. Steele and wife
yesterday when a Christmas dinner
was given for Myrtle Plummer, sister
of Mrs| Steele and Miss Steele of
Petereson. A turkey iroast was a
brilliant feature of the occasion.

Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Welker gave a
Christmas dinner to Mr. and Mrs.
James A. Steele, Misses Mary and
Celia Steele of Magley, Miss Bessie
Andrews of Peterson, Mr. Jacob Sta-
pleton of Berne, Dr. and Mrs. E.
H. LeBrun of the city.

Rev. Richard Spetnagel and fam-
ily were the honoreq guests at a
Christmas dinner given at the home
of Mr. and "Mrs. C. A, Dugan yes-
trday and a most delightful time was
enjoyed throughout the day.
(Continued on page 3.)

TWO SAD DEATHS

Mrs. R. E .Smith of Monroe
Township Answers the
Call

DIED THURSDAY EVE

Was Past Sixty-Four Years
of Age—Infant Babe
Has Also Died

Senility, dropsy ang heart failure
are the causes given for the death of
Mrs. R. E. Smith, late of Monroe
township, which occurred Thursday
evening at six o’clock. The deceased
64 years, nine months and twenty-five
ycars old, has ailed for years. Her
health has rapidly declined during
the course of the past few months
'and it was kno vk that her early demise
was inevitahle. She wa:bo'n in Harr'-
son county, Ohlo, moving to Adams
county when but a young woman.
She is the mother of several children
who were raiseq on the farm one and
one-half miles south of Monroe. The
demise of the most estimable woman
has caused profound sorrow among
her many friends and acquaintances.

the home this afternoon at 12:30
o'clock. Rev. Freeman officiated and
interment at the Smith cemetery.

Ollie, the fourteen days’ old babe
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Straub died
last evening from complications pe-
culiar to infancy. The burial will
take place tomorrow.

Ray Allen, formerly a bookkeeper
at this office, now teaching in the pub-
1i: schools at Hartfo-d City, is here

_ and Mesdames J.
W. Tyndall and Henry

H.
and and will return on Monday.

for a few days’ visit with relatives

The funeral services were held from}

GIVE LARGE SUM TO ORPHANS

S8t. Marys Church Christmas Collec-

tion Was $413,
In each church of the Fort Wayne
diccese of the Catholic church, on
Christmas day it is the custom to
teke a collection for the orphans of
the diocese and each year a goodly
sum is donated for this splendid and |
worthy cause. The St. Marys church
of this city always subseribes her
share, showing a noble and christian
spirit in this as in all other worthy
causes. Yesterday the collection
amounted to $413, a wonderful show-
ing of love for the unfortunate or-
pkan.

IN CIRCUIT COURT

A Marriage License Was Is-
sued this Morn-
ing

——

CHRISTMAS COURT

Session Convened and Ad-
journed—Short Ses-
sion Today

Charles D. Hawbaker and Pearl M.
Meschberger were granted a mar-
riage license. The groom is 22 yeais
cld, a Wabash township farmer, ané
the bride is 20, and lives in Franch
township.

The records show that 2ourt com:
vened on Christmas day and imne-
diately adjournped.

Real estate transfers: Wilfre 8.
Smith et al to Z. O. Lewellen, 7 acres
in Monroe township, $100.

Hooper & Lenhart have entered ap-
pearance for the defendant in the case
of Sarah J. Straub vs. Daniel Straub,
divorce.

Mutual Mfg. Co. vs. Christing Kuntz
suit on aceount, tried a few days ago.
judgment rendered on - verdict, with
costs against defendant.

Rurode Dry Goods Co. vs. Freier-
ick Schafer et al, account, $700, mo-
tion by defendant to seperate causes,
similar motions by other defendants.

William M. Meyer, admr. of Henry
[.. Buuck estate, filed notice of final
report, approved and administrator
discharged.

TRUSTEES CAN DRAW MONEY

,The township trustees can secure
all their funds now excepting the
congressional, common school and li-
quor license funds by calling at the
ofice of the county auditor.

DIED IN CHICAGO

Mrs. Kean, Formerly Miss
Biggins of this City
is Dead

FUNERAL  SUNDAY

REV, NEWELL DWIGHT

age he went to Nebraska and after absor

the beauty of the woods, rivers, sky and
phenomena into spiritual sentiment, fine

tion.
impulse that was to dominate his life.

and *“ worked his way” throu
toughened his hands but whic
pared him better for his later work.

before he was called in 1894 to succeed

+ Dr. Hillis has been a keen reader

these sources has come a wealth of impr

him to get at the village school, he worked on his father's farm.
alone, out in the open, close to the heart of Nature, in a poetic kinship with

Copyright Photo. Rockwood, New York.
HILLIS AND HIS WORK.

IN the historic old Plymouth Church of Brooklyn where for forty years the
4 _magnetic personality of Henry Ward Beecher radiated strength, love, vitality
and a virile, earnest Christianity, Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis has preached for
ten years with growing fame and influence.

He was born in Iowa in 1858 of a long line of Puritan ancestry.¢ At an early

bing all the education it was possible for
He lived much

fields, loving it all without hardly know-

ing why, unconciously transforming the seeming trivial repititions of natural

instinctive interpretations and illumina.

It was the awakening of the boy’s religious spirit; the dawning of the

At seventeen he was a missionary employed by the American Sundav School
Union, to establish Sunday schools in the West, and soon had sixty-five to his
credit. His life at Grinnell Acadamy, Lake Forest University and McCormick
Theological Seminary from which he graduated with high honors, was a tribute
to the earnestness and sincen’t{lof his purpose. He knew poverty at close range

college by hard manual labor which may have
surely strengthened his moral muscles and pre-

He had seven years of successful pastoral work at Peoria and Evanston, IlL.,

Prof. Swing at the Central Church of

Chicago. It was a severe test for a young man to take up the work of a venera-
ble preacher like Swing, with a rich critical congregation held together, not by a
creed, but by the eloquence of the gentle teacher who had endeared himself
them by his preaching and his personality; but Dr. Hillis was more than equal
to the situation, the church grew in numbers and influence under his ministry,
and with deep regret his people surrendered him to Plymouth Church in 1809
after exhausting every inducement to keep him with them.

to

of the great writers and thinkers of the

ages, a constant lover of Nature and a student of life and humanity, and from

essions, that, filtering through his indi-

vidual mind, has given a rich illumina}ing sweetness, color, warmth and poetry
to his sermons, his lectures and his books. \
Copyright transferred to Wm. C. Mack, 1906

SUGAR MAGNATE DIED TODAY

San Francisco, Cal.,, Dec. 26.-—(Spe-

cial to Daily Democrat)—Claus
Spreckles multi-millionarie, one of the
wcrld's richest men and known as the
greatest sugar magnate of the west
died here today after a few days’ ill-
ness with pneumonia. His death was
nct expected and caused g great deal
of excitement in financial circles here

when announced.

SULLIVAN WON OUT

Awarded Verdict for $1,200
by a Jay County
Judge

HIS BARN BURNED

Required But Two Hours
For Jury to Fix Amount
of Damages

The jury in the damage suit of
James H. Sullivan against the
Grand Rapids and Indiana railroad,

at Ge-
of two

for the burning of his barn
reva, affer a deliberation

hcurs, returned a verdiect at four
o’clock Thursday afternoon, award-
fng him damages in the sum of $§1,-
200. They also answered a list of
eighteen interrogatories submitted by
the railroad company. The plaintiff
concluded the presentation of his cahe
in chief late Wednesday. Thursday
morning  court convened at 8:30
o'clock and the defendant had rest-
ed by 10:30 o'clock. An hour's argu-
ment was allowed to each side and
this was concluded before noon. Af-
ter dinner the jury was instructed,
and retired about 2:00 o’'clock.

A NARROW ESCAPE

Veteran of Civil War Avert-
ed Death at Berne
Wednesday

IN MOUNTING TRAIN

Waited Too Lorg and Was
Nearly Thrown Under

Train

James Shaw, veteran of the ecivil
war ang father-in-law of John Carl-
ton, junk dealer, narrowly escaped be-
ing @rushed Junder the wheels wf
northbound passenger train No. 7 as|
he was making an effort to board the
moving train Wednesday morning. He
made the mistake of waiting too long
to get on the car, and being old and
considerably crippled from rheuma-
tism he failed in his efforts to get on

Young Woman Formerly
Employed at this Office
is Called

A letter from Charles K. Hiveley,
formerly of this office and received
this morning, conveyed the sad news
that Mrs. Katherine Kean. nee Cath-
erine Biggins, who for several years
was an employe of this office, had
died on Thursday morning at her
home, 428 California avenue ln__thai;
city. She was married ‘about a year
ago, and a little babe, a few days
old, precedeq her in death a day pre-

vious. Mrs. Kean was well known [his daughcer, Mrs. Carlton, here. He

tance, from the wheels.

after the train was already inmotion.
Brakeman Dennis A. Hern, who was

net yet on the train, ran to his help
and told him to let go, that he would
stop the train for him.Shaw paid no
attention but kept his hold on the
car too long and fell to the ground and
it was only the heroic efforts of the
brakeman that saved him from being
crushed under the wheels. He grabbed
hilc by the coat and with one stren-
uous pull landed him at a safe dis-
Both feet of
Mr. Shaw were in a position so that
if help had not come to him Jjust at
the right time they would both have
been crushed. Mr. Shaw had visited
here and was on his way to the home
of his son William in Cecil, Ohio,]
where he has been making his home
lately. For some time he lived with

>

(Continued on page 3)

1s now 80 years old—Berne Witness.

“A TEXAS RANGER.”

The sale of seats for “A Texas Ran-
ger

night, Dec. 26th, promises to be very
large. The nature of the atiraction
is such that it has aroused great in-

at the opera house Saturday

terest. It is one of those unusual
plays that offer much to thinking men
and at the same time harbor enough
dramatic interest to prove universal

in its appeal. All the scenery used
in fhe production is carrieq by the
ccmpany, thus insuring a periect per-
formance in detail.

The Christmas rush is over and ev-
erybody will be getting ready for the
new year. Get ready to square up all
old accounts and start the new year
with a clean page.

ARRIVED T0O LATE

Mrs. Frank Farrell Too
Late To See Her Mother
Alive

SAD DEATH

Mrs. Sweet of Hoagland,
Ninety-Two, Died
Last Thursday

Mrs. Sweet, of Hoagland, mother
of Mrs. Frenk Farrell, formerly oi
Decatur, died last Thursday after an
illness daring back Iseveral yea's
Mrs. Farrell, who resides at Ham-
mond, received a telegram Wednes-

day stating that if she wished to see
her aged mother 2live she must has-
ten to her bedside. Mrs. Farrell left
on the first train ' passing througn
this city in the evening. To her great

sorrow the mother had been ushered

~ (Comtinued on page 3.)

o

'held next Wednesday night.

DEATH WAS SUDDEN

Joseph DeVoss Fell Dead in
His Barn in Win-

chester

WAS KNOWN HERE

His Brother L. C. DeVoss
Left this Morning to
Attend Funeral

Attorney Lewis C. DeVoss went to
Winchester this morning to attend
the funeral services of his brother,
mention of whose ‘death was made
in our paper Thursday. The deceas-
ed was quite well known here, hav-
ing visited here at various times, his
latest trip to Decatur being last Aug-
ust. He was 71 years old, born in
Highland county, Ohio, in 1837, and
came to Indiana’when geventeen vears
old and has sicee lived in Randolph
county. He enjoyed good health un-
til a few months ago, when he suf-
fered a stroke of paralysis. He im-
proved, howevex_-, and was feeling bet-
ter than for some time Thursday
morning when he walked out to the
barn. He was found there dead, by
bis wife an hour later. He served
as a qxember of company K, 9th In-
diana Infantry, during the civil war,
and served a term as treasurer of
Randolph county. He is survived by
the widow and three sons, John, Reed
and David, also by three brothers,
Lewis C. of this city, Anrew of Red-
key, and James W., of Pannora, Jowa.
The newly elected officers of ;‘_hg‘
Modern “Woodmen lodge will be in-
stelled info their respective offices at
the next regular meeting night to be

‘wili hold.a meeting at interurb®
| fice, Bécatur, at one

BURNED T0 DEATH

——

Little Emma Dishong of
Kingsland Suffers Awful
Death

WAS POPPING CORN

—

Clothes Caught Fire and
Little Playmate Could
Only Scream

Suffering the most intense agong for
hecurs, Emma Dishong, aged 7 years,
daughter of Mrs. Lige Dishong, Gings-
land, died Wednesday night at the
home from burns received Wednesday
afternoon while trying to pop snmé
corn. The flesh on the small child's
body was burned to the bore in many

places and her hair was burned from
her head. In this condition with the
awful pain coming from the injuries

the girl suffered from 4 o'clock in the
afternoon until 11 o'clock at night.
Mrs. Dishong went to the home of

a peighbor to work Wednesday and
left her three children at home. Mary
Dishong, aged 18 years, who is in the
employ of the mitten factory in this
city, saig she would watch her sister
and her brother Forrest, aged 9 years,
In the afternoon Mary went to the
home of Lon Kahn to visit for a short
time. While she was gone her sis-
ter and a daughier of Mr. and Mrs.
Kohn decided to have some popcorn.
It was while the corn was poping
that the clothes of the girl caught fire
and she was burned to death. The
little Kahn girl was too excited to
know what do when her play-
mate became envelopeq in flames and
Lolth started to screaming and ran out
in the yard. The brother of the de-

to

ceased was down the street a short
distance and running back to the house
struggled as hard as he could to fear
off the burning wearing apparel. He
wss too late, however, as the child
was so badly burned before he ar-
riveq that there was no hopes of
saving her life. It is supposed that
the little girl poured coal oil in the
stove to hurry the fire up and that
the flames shot out and ignited her
dress. The funeral will be held from
the Kingnland M. E. church {omorrow
at 10 o'clock. The burial will take
piace at the Murray cemetery Bluff-
ten Banner
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HIS QUEER FEELING, DEATH

Pedestrian Falls, Expiring While Con-
fiding His Fears.

morn-

Good

New York. Dec. 2
ing, officer: T have a peculiar feeling
and I think I am about 1o die,” said
William McGowan, 50 years old, of
3rooklyn, as he and Patrolman Thomni-
as Rn}';-r WOre out to pass each other
in front of the Twenty-third Regi-
ment Armory oi Redford avenue. Be-
fore the policeman could do anyvthing

for the man he had fallen backward
to the steps of the armory, dead. Dr.
McGuire of the Swedish Hospital
found that McGowan had died of heart
disease. Several hours later John -
McGowan, a son, began inguiring for
his father and found the body at the
Brooklyn Morgue.
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CHURCH COLONY TO TIL sOIL

German Lutherans of Adams and Al-
len Counties Hold Texas Tract

Fort Wayne, Ind, Dec. 25 —Willlam

Hockemeyer, president of the German
Lutheran Colony, an organization of
Adams and Allen county farmers; has
fssued a call for a meeting of the
members next Tuesday afternoon at
Decatur. Among the matters which
will be brought up will be the settle-
ment of the amount of land the com-
pany owns in Parmer county, Texas,
which is to be farmed during the com-
ing year. The remainder of the big
tract of Texas land will be put to the
raising of cattle and sheep.

SPECIAL MEETING OF COLONISTS
The Lutherans who bought 1and A

as land agent,
J J. Vorpe, the Tex o

o'dlock” p. M.
. Re-
oo Tuesday, December 29 1908
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