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“To be honest, to be kind, to earn a
‘little, to spend a little less, to keep a
" few friends, and these without capitula-
" tion.”—Robert Louis Stevenson.

It is stated that the War Department
is contemplating the transformation of
old Fort Lafayette in Lower New York
Bay into a great naval powder maga-
zine. The New York World states
that the old fort is the most conspicuous
target in the lower bay and suggests that
the government nail up a conspicuous
sign-board bearing the following in-
scription: ‘‘Notice to the Eenemy—
Don't shoot at this. It is a magazine.”

The “400” of New York are alleged
to be in a frame of mind as to the pos-
sibilities that might ensue in case of war
between the United States and Spain—
or in fact any other European power.
Their greatest fear is that the ocean ca-
bles might be cut and that they would
thereby be compelled to await London
advices by the then uncertain methods
that would be necessary in ship naviga-
tion. Not that they fear any money
loss especially, but they feel that they
would not have patience to wat for in-
formatton as to whether the Prince of
Wales was late in arriving at some din-
ner to which he had been invited. Then,
too, the fashions would be absolutely
“stale’” by the time they could be trans-
mitted from Paris to New York by
steam navigation. The outlook is in-
deed gloomy (?).

The swell-headed grandson of Queen
Victoria who controls the destinies of
the German Empire is said to be greatly
displeased at what he is pleased to term
the change in the foreign policy of the
United States as evidenced by the pro-
posed annexation of Hawaii and the al-
leged ultimatum sent to Spain by the
hands of Minister Woodford. The
young Kaiser sees in these two circum-
stances great peril to our country that
may lead to serious complications. The
Americans he says in a recent interview,
“are departing from their policy of se-
clusion and wish to interfere very
strongly in the affairs of the Old World.
They iaterfered with us very strongly in
respect to Venezuela. They interfered
with Germany with a very rough hand
in respect to Samoa. They have inter-
ferred with Japan very decidedly with
respect to Hawaii, which is not in Amer-
ica, but two thousand miles off, and they
are going to interfere, by all accounts,
with Spain in the most peremptory way.
If there is any truth at all in the de-
tailed and minute accounts of the in-
structions given to General Woodford,
the new ambassador to Madrid, the
Government of the United States in-
tends immediately and at once to offer
an  ultimatum te Spain. The
Queen Regent must either gran: Cuba
full and complete autonomy—autonomy
usually defined as autonomy in Canada
—even withdrawing her garrison from
the island, or the people ot the United
States will be compelled to take steps
for the enfranchisement of the island,
which may end, it is fully admitted, in
its annexation.” Fortunately for the
United States we are not compelled to
consylt this erratic and badly “rattled”
young man even if our officials should
decide to change the foreign policy of
our Government.

e e oA B,

ENGLAND’'S COLONIAL POLICY.

The British government is said to
“bank” largely upon the enthusiasm,
generated by the recent great jubilee in
celebration of the sixtieth anniversary
of Queen Victoria’s coronation, for the
further extension of Britain’s already
overgrown domain, as well as for the re-
tention of the loyalty and willing adher-
ence of colonies the vide world over
that may have dreamed of independence
and a goveinmnent of their own. The
political condition all the greater
British cr onie. is aiready that of prac-
tical inacpendence. ihey have their
own leyislatures, they make their own
Iz ¥s, th-v regulace their tariffs on for-
2ign commerce and their internal taxes,
and they elect their own rulers, with
the exception of a governor-general,
appointed by the queen. This governor-
general has only a nominal power, He
may veto the acts of the colonial parlia-
ment, but from him there is an appeal
to the privy council of the empire and
to the queen. Although they have no
representation in the parliament of
Great Britain, each colony has an agent
there with the title of “high commis-
sioner,” who looks after its interest at
the colonial office and in parliament. He
however, and

ol

is merely . an adviser,
reaches the ministry and the parliament
through the secretary of state for the

colonies. The policy of Great Britain
toward her colonies ever since the revo-
lution which ended with the independ-
ence of the United States has been ex-
tremely liberal. They have been al-
lowed an actual and practical form of
home rule. They have been permitted
to manage their local affairs in their
own way almost without exception, and
although the crown retains control of
their foreign relations, it has been wise,
liberal and conciliatory. Therefore the
telations between England and her colo-
nies have been more friendly than those
enjoyed by any other nation. Neverthe-
less, there has been a gradual and nat-
ural drifting away from the mother
country, and the development -of the

spirit of i_nd'cpendcncc has been sc
strong that the slightest attempt of co-
ercion on Canada. Australia, or any o
the other large dominions would be

followed by a revolution which mighi
not be successful, but the suppression ol
which certainly would tax the resources

of the mother country. There are inde-
pendence clubs in nearly all the colonies
and they have been increasing in num.
bers, activity and influence from year te
vear. There is no doubt, however, that
the celebration of the diamond .jubilee
has done much to stimulate the loyalty
of the colonies and strengthen the bond
that unites them to the throne.

THE PANAMA CANAL.
The revival of interest in the Panama
Canal—which was supposed to have

great frauds that engulfed the capital of
the DeLesseps company were discov-
ered some years ago—is one of the re-
markable exhibitions of financial, and
final, perseverance of our day. That
capitalists continue to furnish funds to
be expended in a ditch that. many ex-
perts have pronounced impractical
shows that somebody is “off” in their
reckonings. At the present time work
is being carried on by the new Panama
Canal company which was organized in
October, 1804. The company has a cap-
ital of 65,000,000 francs, of which 5,000,-
000 francs have been paid over to the
Colombian government for the right of
way. The entire capital has already
been three-quarters paid in, and has
been made up by subscriptions from the
organizc.rs of the old company and
from certain individuals condemned by
the French courts to pay an indemnity
for the frauds which wrecked the De-
Lesseps company. The most rigid rules
have been adopted to prevent future
frauds in the prosecution of the work,
and provision has been made for a gov-
ernment commission to inspect the
work as soon as one-half of the present
capital has been expended. The work
of excavation has been continuously
carried on since November, 1894. The
most modern methods of transportation
have been from time to time adopted—
the last being the system of apparatus
used on the Chicago Drainage canal,
known as the Lidgerwood system, Ulti-
mate success seems to be assured and
again French pluck will prove its su-
periority to the world and gain a new
triumph to add to the record of past
achievements,

g e S e,
SENATORIAL CRITICISM.

It has been an accepted idea for sever-
al years that adverse criticism of the
American Senate, as a body, was about
the correct thing on il suitable occa-
sions. So unpopular have the methods
of the Upper House of Congress be-
come that open censure from recognized
organs of all parties is of frequent oc-
currence—justly or unjustly. As a rule
this criticism is not personal, but refers
to the general routine and dilly-dallying
with public business so characteristic
of the high and mighty senors who seem
to think they have been lifted above the
level of their fellowmen. The August
.Century in an able article referring to
this subject says:

“Flippant and unreasoned -attacks up
on any branch of our government are
greatly to be deprecated. They tend to
bring American institutions into popu-
lar contempt; they discredit authority
and discourage patriotism. At the same
time it is evident that there is equal or
greater danger in the withholding of Ie-
gitimate criticism. 1If evils are not seen,
understood and denounced, they will
grow till the injury may be well-nigh ir-
reparable. For a number of years that
body which the fathers first called the
‘second branch’ of the Federal legisla-
ture, and which is now called the Sen-
ate, or ‘upper house, has been the sub-
ject of popular suspicion and ridicuie.
Its cong¢picuous defenders have, unfort-
unately, come more frequently than oth-
erwise from within its own membership.
It has become the fashion to berate the
Senate. To so great an extent has this
been the case that there are many who
forget that the Senate still contains not
only able, but upright and public-spirit-
ed Senators, men who are most unjust-
ly included in any general condemna-
tion. There are several occasions for
the criticism. One is the fact that the
Websters, Clays, and Sumners are no
longer living; that the Senate contains
no men of comparatively first-class cali-
ber. Even if this is acknowledged to be
true, the fact would not in itself be suffi-
cient to excuse the present popular dis-
dain of the Senate. * * * There s prob-
ably much less bribery of the old-fash-
ioned, brutal kind in Congress than
there was thirty years or so ago; there
is less corruption there in general.
There are few men in the Senate who
are under gross suspicion; but there are,
in .addition to these, Senators “whose
conduct in relation to legislation in
which they or their backers are inter-
ested may be said, in the language of
moderation, to be indelicate; there are
enough of both classes to create scan-
dal, and largely to account for the wide
and most unfortunate ill repute into
which the Senate has fallen. One of
our leading and most thoughtful states-
men, still active in politics and affairs,
said the other day that he had no desire
to enter the Senate; he could do his
work outside of it, and would not then
be subject to the ill repute that attaches
to that body. He thought the Senate
deserved its present most unfortunate
reputation—a reputation more unfortu-
nate for the country and for our system
of government than f{for the particular

body or individuals affected.

been abandoned for all time when the

LILIPUTIAN SIXS.
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IMINUTIVE
GNAW

INIQUITIES THAT
AND NIBBLE AT THE
HUMAN HEART.

Severc Arralgnment of Stock Gambling
and Gift Enterprises—Dr,
Talmage’'s Sermon.

Dr. Talmage in
this sermon depicts
the insidious modes
by which evil habit
gains supremacy
and shows how
splendid men are
cheated into ruin.
Text, Isaiah 5:18,
“Woe unto them

that sin as it were
with a cart rope.”
He said:

There are some iniquities that only
nibble at the heart. After a lifetime of
their work the man still stands upright,
respected and honored. These vermin
have not strength enough to gnaw
through a man’s character. But there
are other transgressions that lift them-
selves up to gigantic proportions and
seize hold of a man and bind him with
thongs forever. There are some iniqui-
ties that have such great emphasis of
evil that he who commits them may be
said to sin as with a cart rope. I sup-
pose you know how they make a cart
rope. The stuff out of which it is fash-
ioned'is nothing but tow which you pull
apart without any exertion of your fin-
gers. This is spun into threads, any of
which you could easily snap, but a great
many of these threads are interwound.
Then you have a rope strong enough to
bind an ox or hold a ship in a tempest.

I speak to you of the sin of gambling.
A, cart rope in strength is that sin,’and
yet I wish more especially to draw your
attention to the small threads of influ-
ence out of which the mighty iniquity
is twisted. This crime is on the ad-
vance, so that it is well not only that
fathers and brothers and sons be inter-
ested in such a discussion, but that wives
and mqthers and sisters and daughters
look out lest their present home be
blasted. No man, no woman, can stand
aloof from such a subject as this and
say, “It has no practical bearing upon
my life,” for there may be in a short
time in your history an experience in
which you will find that the discussion
involved three words—earth, heaven and
hell. There are gambling establish-
ments by the thousands. There are
about 5,500 proiessional gambiers. Out
of all the gambling establishments how
many of them do you suppose profess to
be honest? Then—these ten professing
to be honest because they are merely
the ane-chamber to those that are ac-
knowledged iraudulent.

There are first-class establishments.
You step a little way out of Broad-
way, New York. You goc up the mar-
ble stairs. You ring the bell. The iiv-
eried servant intrdduces you. The walls
are lavender tinted. The mantels are of
Vermont marble. The - pictures are
“Jepthah’s Daughter,” and Dore's
“Dante’'s” and Virgil's “Frozen Region
of Hell,” a most appropriate selection,
this last, for the place here is the rou-
lette table, the finest, costliest, most ex-
quisite piece of furniture in the United
States. There is the banqueting room
where, free of charge tothe guests, you
may find the plate and viands and wines
and cigars sumptuous beyond parallel.
Then you must come to the second class
gambling establishment. To it you are
introduced by a card through some
“roper in.” Having entered, you must
either gamble or fight. Sanded cards,
dice loaded with quick silver, poor
drinks mixed with more poor drinks,
will soon help you to get rid of all your
money to a tune in short meter with
staccaato passages. You wanted to see.
You saw. The low villians of that place
watch you as you come in. Does not
the panther squat in the grass know a
calf when he sees it? Wrangle not for
your rights in that place or your body
will be thrown bloody into the street o
dropped into the river.

You go along a little farther and find
the policy establishments. In that place
you bet on numbers. Betting on two
numbers is called a “saddle,” betting cn
three numbers is called a “gig,” betting
on four numbers is called a “horse.”
And there are thousands of our young
men leaping into that “saddle” and
mounting that “gig” ‘and behind that
“horse” riding to perdition. There is
always one kind of sign on the door.
“Exchange,” a most appropriate title for
the door, for there, in that room, a man
exchanges, health, peace and heaven for
loss of health, loss of home, loss of
family, loss of immortal soul. Exchange
sure enough and infinite enough.

This sin works very insidiously. Oth-
er sins sound the drum and flaunt the
flag and gather their recruits with wild
huzza, but this marches its procession
of pale victims in dead of night, in si-
lence, and when they drop into the
grave there is not so much as the click
of the dice. Oh, how many have: gone
down under it! Lodk at those men who
were once highly prospered. Now their
forehead is licked by a tongue of flame
that will never go out. ‘It their souls
are plunged the beaks which will never
be lifted. Swing open the door of that
man’s heart and you see a coil of ad-
ders wriggling their indescribable hor-
ror until you turn away and hide your

The most of this evil is
The community does not
Men defrauded in gaming establish-
ments are not fools enough to tell it.
Once in a while, however, there is an
exoosure, as when in Boston the police
swooped down upon a gaming estab-
lishment and found in it the representa-
tives of all classes of. citizens from the
first merchants on State street to the
low Ann street gambler; as when Bul-
lock, the cashier of the Central rail-
road of Georgia, was found to have stol-
en $103,000 for the purpose of carrying
on gaming practices; as when a young

hear of it.

g5

man in one of the savings banks of
Brooklyn many years ago was found to
have stolen $40,000 to carry on gaming
practices; as when a man connected
with a Wall street insurance company
was found to have stolen $180,000 to car-
ry on his gaming practices, but that is
exceptional.

Generally the money leaks silently
from the merchant’s till into the game-
ster’s wallet. I believe that one of the
main pipes leading to this sewer of in-
iquity 15 the excitement of business
life. Is it not a significant fact that thne
majority of day gambling houses in New
York are in proximity to Wall street?
Men go into the excitement of stock
gambling, and from
into the gambling houses, as when men
are intoxicated, they go into a liquor
saloon to get more drink. The agita-
tion that is witnessed in the stock
market when the chair ahnounces the
word “Northwestern” or “Ft. Wayne’
or “Rock Island” or “New York Cen-
tral,” and the rat, tat, tat, of the auc-
tioneer’s hammer ,and the excitement of
making ‘“‘corners,” and getting up
“pools,” and “carrying stock,” and a
“break” from 80 to 70, and the excite-
ment of rushing around in curbstone
brokerage, and the sudden cries of
“Buyer three!” “Buyer ten!” “Take
‘'em!” “How many?” and the making
or losing of $10,000 by one operation,
unfits a man to go home, and so he
goes up the flight of stairs, amid busi-
ness offices, to the darkly curtained,
wooden shuttered room, gayly furnished
inside and takes his place at the roulette
or the faro table. But I cannot tell ail
the process by which men get into this
evil. A man went to New York. He was
a Western merchant. He went into a
gaming house on Park Place. Before
morning he had lost all his money save
$1, and he moved around about with
that dollar in his hand, and after awhile,
caught still more powerfully under the
infernal infatuation, he cam® up and put
down the dollar and cried out until they
heard him through the saloon: “One
thousand miles from home, and my last
dollar on the gaming table!”

Many years ago for sermonic purpos-
es, and in company with the chief of po-
lice of New York I visited one of the
most brilliant gambling houses in that
city. It was night, and as we came up
in front all seemed dark. The blinds
were drawn, the door was guarded, but
after a whispering of the officer with
the guard at the door we were admitted
into the hall, and thence into the par-
Jors, around omne table finding eight or
ten men, well-dressed, all  the
work going on in silence save the noise
of the rattling “chips” on the gaming
table in one parlor and the revolving
ball of the roulette table in the other
parlor. Some of these men, we were
told, had served terms in prison; some
were shipwrecked bankers and brokers
and money dealers,’and some were go-
ing their first rounds of vice, but all in-
tent vpon the table as large or small
fortunes moved up and down before
them. Oh, there was something awfully
solemn in that silence, the intense gaze,

the suppressed emotions of the players. |

No one looked up. They all had money
in the rapids, and I have no doubt some
saw as they sat there horses and car-
riages and houses and lands and home
and family rushing down into the vor-
tex. A man’s life would not have been
worth a farthing in that presence, had
he pot been accompanied by the police,
if he had been supposed to be on a
Christian errand of observation. Some
of these men went.by private key, some
went in by careful introduction, some
were taken in by the patrons of the es-
tablishment. The officer of the law
told me, “None get in here except by
police mandate or by some letter of a
patron.” 2

While we were there a young man
came in, put his money down on the
roulette table and lost; put more money
down on the roulette table and lost; put
more money down on the roulette table
and lost. Then, feeling in his pockets
for more money, finding none, in severe
silence he turned his back upon the
scene and passed out. While we stood
there men lost their property and lost
their souls.

Oh, merciless place! Not once in all
the history of that gaming house has
there been one word of sympathy ut-
tered for the losers at the game. Sir
Horace Walpole said that a man
dropped dead in one of the club houses
of London. His body was carried into
the club house and the members of the
club began immediately to bet as to

i whether he were dead or alive, and. when

it was preposed to test the matter by
bleeding him it was only hindered by
the suggestion that it would be unfair
to some of the players. In these gam-
ing houses of our cities men have prop-
erty wrung away from them, and then
they go out, some of them to drown
their grief in strong drink, some to ply
the counterfeiter’s pen afid to restore
their fortunes; some resort to the sui-
cide’s revolver, but all going down. And
that work proceeds day by day and
night by night. “That cart rope,” says
the young man, “has mever been wound
around my sould.” But have not some
threads of that cart rope been twisted?

I arraign before God the gift enter-
prises of our cities which have 4 tend-
ency to make this a nation of gamblers.
Whatever you get, young man, in such
a place as that, without giving a proper
equivalent, is a robbery of your own
soul and a robbery of the community.
Yet how. we are appalled to see men
who have failed in other enterprises go
into ‘gift concerts, where the chief at-
traction is not music, but the prizes
distributed among the audience, or to
sell books where the chief attraction is
not the book, but the package that goes
with the book. Tobacco dealers adver-

| tise that on a certain day they will put
face and ask God to help you forget it. |

unadvertised. |

money into their papers, so that pur-
chasers of this tobacco in Cincinnati or
New York may unexpectedly come up-
on a magnificent gratuity. Boys hawk-
ing through the cars packages contain-

| ing nobody knows what unti! you open

themm and find they contain fothing.
Christian men with pictures on
wall gottén in a lottery, and the brain
of the community taxed to find out
some new way of getting things without
paying for them. Oh, young man, these
are the threads that make the cart rope,
and when a young man consents to
these practices he is being bound hand

their

and foot by a habit which has already’

that they plunge |

destroyed “a great multitude that no
man can number.” Sometimes thesa
gift enterprises are carried on in the
name of charity, and' some oj you re~
member at the close of our civil war
how many gift enterprises weré on foorx,
the proceeds to go to the orphans and
widows of the soldiers and sailors,
What did the men who had charge of
those gift enterprises care for the or-
phans and wilows? Why, they would
have alloewd them to freeze to death
upen their steps. I have no faith in a
charity which, for the sake of relieving
present suffering, opens a gaping jaw
that has swallowed down so much of
the virtue and good principle of the
community. Young man, have nothing
to do with these things. They only
sharpen your appetite for games of
chance. Do one of two things—be hon-
est or die,

Your great want—what is it? More
salary? Higher social position? No,
no. I will tell you the great’ want of
every man, if he has not already ob-
tained it—it is the grace of God. Are
there ‘any who have fallen victims to the
sin that I have been reprehending? You
are in a prison. You rush against the
wall of this prison and try to get out,
and you fail, and you turn around and
dash against the other wall until there
is blood on the grates and blood on
your soul. You will never get out in
this way. There is only  one way of
getting out. There is a key that can un-
lock that prison house. It is the key of
the house of David. It is the key that
Christ wears at his girdle, If you will
allow him to put that key to the lock,
the bolt will shoot back and the door
will swing open and you will be a free
man in Christ Jesus. Oh, prodigal,
what a business this is for you, feeding
swine, when your father stands in the
front door, straining his eyesight to
catch the first glimpse of your return,
and the calf ™ as fat as it will be, and
the harps of heaven are all strung and
the feet free! There are converted
gamblers in heaven. The light of eter-
nity flashed upon the green baize ot
their billiard saloon. In the laver of
God’s forgiveness they washed off their
sin.  They quit trying for earthly
stakes. They tried for heaven and won
it. Thet stretches a hand from heaven
toward the head of the worst offender.
It is a hand, not clinched as 11 to smite,
but outspread as if to drop a benedic-
tion. Other seas have a shore and may
be fathomed, but the sea of God’s love—
eternity has no plummet to strike the
bottom and immensity no iron bound
shore to confine it. Its tides are lifted
by the heart of infinite compassion. Its
waves are the hosannas of the re-
deemed. The argosies that sail on it
drop anchor at last amid the thundering
salvo of eternal victory, but alas for that
man who sits down to the final game of
life and puts his immortal soul on the
ace while the angels of God keep the
tally board, and after kings and queens
and knaves and, spades are “shuffled”
and ‘“‘cut” and the game is ended, hover:
ing and impending worlds discover that
he has lost it, the faro bank of eternal
| darkness clutching down into its wallet
all the blood-stained wagers.

BICYCLE FIGURES.
fome Intecresting Iacts Regzarding
the Output of Crescent Bicycles in
1896 by the Western Wheel Works,

of Chicagw, 111,

I'he idea of this article is to convey to
the reader a conception of the enormous
amount ot raw nfateriai consumed during
i season in supplying the demand for
one of the most popular bicycles made.
'he Western Wheel Works, Chicago,
makers of the Ci®went wheel, have the
largest, and without doubt the most com-
plete bicyele factory in the world, and
:an turn _out, when running to fullest
capacity, 729 finishied Crescents in twelve
hours, or a complete “‘up to date” bicycle
per minute.

The following fizures are based on the
actual amount of the principal parts of
material used by them during 1896 in the
manufacture of Crescent bicycles, (_lu‘r-
ing which season they made more high-
grade bicycles than any other two fic-
tories in the country. :

They used 350 miles of tubing, or
enough to nearly reach from (;'iucu,';")‘tu
St. Paul if placed in a straight line. The
spokes were made in thg.-ir.owu factory,
and required 780 miles of wire, or enough
to reach from Chicago to Lincoln, Neb.:
50 miles of brass rod was required for
spoke nipples. If the spokes, spuko nip-
ples and tubing were placed m;:t.str:ught
line they would reach from Chu:ug(,\._m
the Rocky Mountains at Denver. The
cranks, if placed end to end, would cover
a distance of 22 miles. They used 35
miles of steel for crank axles, wheel aXles
and pedal axles, and 19 miles of steel for
seat posts. If the rims that were u_scd in
the manufacture of CGrescents in '96 were
placed one upon the other th?y would
muake a pile 19,800 feet high, 6,000 feet
higher than Pike's Yeak and about the
height of Mount Lllias in Alaska, whose
summit has never yet been .rexwhlvd by
man. If placed in a straight line, side by
side, these rims would reach a distance
of T2% miles, and if the tires were fitted
they wounld make a iire 77% miles longer.
The steel forgings used for t}')e crank
hangers on the 90 wheels weighed, in
the rough, 313 8-10 tons, and when fin-
ished, 21 9-10 tons, showing a complete
waste of 91 9-10 tons in drilling and tin-
ishing. It required 32,084 square feet of
sheet steel to make the Crescent hollow
tooth sprockets, and 21,876 square feet
for the steel stampings of the head and
seat post clamps, or in all enough flat
steel to cover an area of 114 acres. There
were used 10 miles of cork grips, 10%
miles of finished hubs, and 28 miles of
steel wire to pin frames together befors
brazing. The finished chains, end to end.
would reach 70 miles, and the different
pieces of which they are composed would
reach 237l miles, or in all 30714 miles.
the distance from Chicago to Cincinnati,
The bearings of 189G Crescents required
13,997,300 stecel balls, which, if pldeced
in a straight line, side by side, would
reach a distance of 45% miles. . To' lace
the chain and dress guards onithe ladies
Crescents manufactured in 1896 required
434,150 yards of cord, or 24614 miles,
enough to allow a small boy to stand on
the top of the Auditorium tower in Chi-
eago and fly his kite where the people in
Des Moines, Iowa, could see it, To ;1)1(;7-
ply Crescents sold in 1896 required 1.606,-
742 bolts, and 1,488.075 nuts, having an
aggregate weight of 23 tons. Sixteen and
one-quarter “miles of spring steel were
usedin themanufacture of saddle springs,
and the saddle and tool bags together
used up 177,883 sauare feet, or over 4
acres of leather. The total weight of the
complete bicycles was 2,382,842 pounds,
or 1,191 tons. To crate these hicycles
required 1,235,740 square feet of lnmber
made up in piecés, which would make a
distance of 1,139 miles. or more than the
distance from New York to Chicago: 72.-
T18,068 separate and distincet pieces en-
tered into the construction of '96 Cres-
cents, and if all were placed in a straight
line, end to end. they would reach from
New York to some distance in the Pacific
Ocean: west of San Francisco.—Crescent
Bulletin, July 1, 1897.

DELFBERATE WRECKING Op

NIGHT EXPRESS ON THE BlG‘

FOUR AT THOI{NT()\\'N_
Engineer “'lll‘sl()“' and Fireman Crick.
uore Killed—Two Tramps Saiq lo‘
Have Shared Their Fate

A coupling pin driven tightly in
wrecked the Big Four Chicago & ¢
natl express, known as No, 3, in Thory.
town, Ind., at 2:18, Friday morning, {p.
stantly killing Engineer S. P. Winslow
of Greensburg; Fireman J. A. "rit'kmure'
of 1031 East Washington Street, ln‘n;nmp:
olis, and two tramps.. The train
coming east and was due in Indianapolis
at 3:30, having left Chicago at ¢ D m,
with two mail cars, one combination
gage and express car, a day coach and
three sleepers. The wreck occurred gt
the elevator switch in Thorntown. The
locomotive was derailed, ran about 209
feet and turned over on its side,
on the sidetrack. One of the mail cars
turned up the principal street of the
town, while the other turned ip the op-
posite direction. None of the mail clerks
was injured and not a passenger rece
a scratch.

Engineer Winslow, who was 48 years of
age, leaves a widow in Greenshurg, byt
no children. He had been in the service
of the Big Four for nearly 25 years, u(;
was killed in his sixth Three

& frog
’incin.

Wwas

bag-

Lm.ling

ived

wreck.
times previously his engine had turned
over with him, once he had g rear-end
collision and on another occasion a head-
end. In all of these he escaned compara-
tively uninjured. His father, p. W.
Winslow, is a liveryman in Fairmount,
Ind. .

Detectives at once went to work on the
case, which is one of deliberate train.
wrecking. The motive is not known. The
railroad officials say that they have
had trouble with any toughs around
Thorntown and that it is a quict, ord rly
place. The pin was driven into the frog,
it is thought, especially for this train. iz
was not there 40 minutes before, whep
No. 37, westbound, passed the switc h.

never

SPOILSMEN SURPRISED.
An Unexpected Order by the President
Extending the Scope Civil-
Service Rules.

of

Washington special: An order jssued
by President McKinley amending the civil
service rules is received with satisfaction
by the clvil service reformers here and
with eqgual dissatisfaction on the part of
the place hunters. Heretofore the law
protected the entrance but failed to guard
the exit. This has been remedied by the
President’s order, which gives legal pro-
tection to the meritorious official or em-
ploye. It has been thought it would ro-
quire Congressional action to accomplish
this end. 'he President has settled it by
a stroke of the pen. The piace hunters
on the other hand, are howling. They
confidently expected that the President
would amend the rule so as to take out
of the merit system the government
printing office and the bureau of engrayv-
ing and printing, in whole or part, thus
providing places for about one thousand
of their number. Included in the order
was the following important amendment
to Rule TIT:

“No removal shall be made from any
position subject to competitive examina-
tion except for just cause and upon writ-
ten charges filed with the head of depart-
ment or other appointing oflicer, and of
which the accused shall have full notice
and an opportunity to make defense.”

President McKinley has also amended
Rule III. so as to include within the clas-
sified service the employes of all customs-
house offices without regard to the num-
ber of employes. Hitherto the classifica-
tion was only maue in customs offices
where the number of employes was five
or more. This order brings into the cias-
sified service sitxy-two hitherto unclassi-
fied customs offices.

The President has also amended Rule
VI., making exeeptions to examinationg,
S0 as to read as follows:

‘‘Internal revenue service—One employe
in each internal revenue district, who
shall act as cashier or chief deputy or
assistant collector, as may ve determined
by the Treasury Department; one deputy
collector in each internal revenue district
where the number of employes in the
office of the collector exceeds four; one
deputy collector in each stamp (0T
branch) office.”

Appointments to the positions named in
this rule in the custom-house service :_mll
internal revenue service shaj. be subject
to an examination to be prescribed by the
secretary of the treasury not disproved
by the commission equal to the examind-
tion held by the commission for pos..ions
of like grade. Such examinations shall be
conducted by the commission in accord-
ance with its regulations.

A L S AN G,
THE MARKETS.

INDIANAPOLIB.
August 4, IiOT_-‘

DATS, No. 2,
HAY—Choice Timothy
CATTLE — Shippérs......... 3.50
Stockers
Heifers

Bulls
HOGS ....
POULTRY — Hens
Springs
Cocks .
Young Turkeys

Old Hen Turkeys........

Geese ...
BUTTER. Choice Coun
EGGS
FEATHERS—Geese, per

Duck .....
WOOL—Unwashed;
' Tubwashed
BEESWAX
HONEY ..ccvees seee
HIDES

Medium

WHEAT

PORK, per barrel
LARD, per 100 lbs
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