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EDITORIAL.
]
MEN, NOT MEASURES!?

There is much talk and some
feeling in New York over the in-
sdequacy of the charter of the
city of New York. The practical:
demonstration of goverssdent usn-
dor #his charter that Tammany |
has =iven is helit to iHustrate, tho !
need of amendment. Ths World
urges a spociuk session of the Leg- |
islature to eoffect various radical!
changes. It declares that the’
present charter, instead of gov
erning for the popular will, has;
made poseible a government by |
hosses and retainers, ‘‘who have|
ail powor, open pockets and no |
responsibility.” It wanta the;
two year term for mayor rostored, |
and a new election ordercd this
Jeur.

(e have little faivh im charter!
fiukering. It seems at this dis- !
tance that the fault in New York
is not with the charter, but with
the people. No charter, no law,
however excellent, will exeeute
itself. It will mot be forgotten
that a few years ago Brooklyn
had, or was supposed to bave, a
model city ebarter. Under it,
Seth Low, as mayor, demonstrat-
ed that snch was the case. But
Seth Low , and his succes-
sor demonstrated that uvoder the
same eharter the government
could be as bad as it had been
good  There is an inherent weak-
mess in any plea that asks for an
eutsidh power or written contract
for protection. A people that
eannot itself camnot easily

For forms of government let fools
contest:

That which is best administersd is
beat.

The reason of this couplet may
fot be as apt as the rhyme. lu-
dbec®, it may be conccded that
fhete is fvo much aseumpfion in
it, and that the conclusion is too
sweeping, but pevertheless there
{s much troth in it. Misgovern-
ment in the city of New York is|
the fanit of the people, and net
because of the wording and defini-
tion of any particalar charter.
A charter may be as specific as
the ecivil service laws of the
Chinese empire or the rules of
any Eierarchy. Bat it cannot be
sufficient te pretcct against abusas
people who bave not the ability in
themselves-to'combat these abuses.
Theve is s old saying of an En-
glish barrister that be could drive
a coach and four through any
law that was ever passed, and the
saying is probably trne. Indecd, |
the demonstration seems to run in
a circle. A peuple 50 weak as to
think # may define in a written
docomemt  safezuards  against
sbuscs simply puts 2 premium. on
fogenuity to break through snch
safcguards, or, as the weakness
begomes sufficient, to disregard
fhem altogether. .

It is the administration of a
government, and notits definition,
that makes the difference between
bad and geod. New York city's
government bas been a running
sore from remote times.  All
municipal government in America
s more or less tainted with fail-
ure, but our imperial eity has for
lonz years presented the supreme
example. How loozazo was it,
&= the history of cities or nations
go, that the rascality ef Tweed
was fimally demonstrated!

Yet, since then, how often has
New York returned to the Tweed
form of government! For alater
example, how long, or rather how
short a time, has it becn since the
rottenness of the Croker govern-
ment was (emonstrated under the
Paskharst-Lexow outburst! For
ene brief season thereafter New
York city ranged itself on the side
of decency and reform, and then
deliberately returned to Croker-
ism.

For = people that does thus
ghere is pe salvation in any  writ-
ten charter. The salvation lies
in the power or virility of the
people to give expression to the
general honesty. Peoplo are gen-
erally hopest. But with the
minority that are dishonest to
Jead the way, or to furnish the
monmentum, the selfish intercsts of
polidscs appeal to the honest men,
aod so, with their eyes open,
Enowing what they do, as the
people of New Ycrk koew in the
last clection, they deliberately
ehoose evil instead of good. The
only reform that will help New
York, or will belp any ecity er
Stote, suflorimg as it suffers, is
the refesur s character that shall
ereate sufficiemt pablic courage to
give cxpression to the honesty of
the pesple in their publie affairs.
N

If Prosident McKinley bad not
Mis detractors and vilifiers he
woold be the first President in
finic of war to escape thew.

Dewey Nomlnatlon Insanity,
The desperation of the bDemo-

Repablican  Puper of craey is pretty effoctively shown’

by the persistence af the attempts
made by papers and politicians  of
that purty in varions parts of the
country to start a Noewey nomina-
tion boom.  Dewev hus frequently

pleasvs you tell others gqicd that he would not tuke the retr

presidentinl candidacy of uny party.

{ He has said just as frequently and '&F

empbatically that he is a2 Republi-
can, and that if situated so that he
cun cast a vote in 1900 he will
vote for the Republican eandidate,
Yet some of the Democrats keep
putting bis name up as a nominee
for their party.

Neithor the Iemoeratic party
at apy previous time ner any
other party at any time ever made
such a confession of abject pover-
ty in men of presidential size as
the Democraey is making in the
Dewey atfair. It wasknown that,
despito Cuss’ prominence, and the
fuct that he was the “logical™
candidate at the time, some ef the
Democratic intriguers attempted
to appropriate Taylor in 1544,
whose politics was of the nebulous
sort, for he bad never even voted
for anybody along unto that time,
but Thurlow Weed and the Whigs
got ahead of them and sccured
him.,  Through Montgomery

' Blair, the Democrats made over-

tures to Grant in 1867 for the
canvass of the following yeur,
for all the politics that Grant ever
had before that time was Demo-
eratic politics. The Democrats
emissary, however, quickly dis-
covered that on the general recon-
struction question aud the rest of
the issues of that day Grant's
sympathics were with tne Repub-
licans, and they asbandoned their
atterpts to got him to head their
ticket.

In the Dewey case howerer, the
Democrats are displaying a per-
sistenca and a folly which they
avoided in their overtures to
Taylor and Grant. At the time
when Col. Waltterson first men-
tioned Dewey as the logical and
imperative candidate for the Dem-
ecracy in 1900 Dewey's politics
was as clusive as Tuylor's was
advance of his captare by the
Whigs, or as Grant’s was until
near the eve of the convention of
1868. But Dewey has shown his
colors since then.  Kvery person
who reads the newspapors and

tance with the English linguagze
knows now that he is a IRcpubli-
enn. Col. Watterson has taken
Dowey off the tieket he ¢ mstruct-
ed for his party, but some of the
Colopel,s misguided compatriots
appenr determined to draft the
Admiral. This conduct isa con-
fession of political pauperism such
as no party in the enlire bhistory
of the United Sates has ever made
before this time.

]
There is Work For All.

It is the statement of Labor
Commissioner MeCormack, of
Indiaow, that there is werk in
Hoosierdom for every mun who
will work.

This expresses the situation
exactly, There never has been
a time in the bistory of Indiaon
when there wa-sich a demand for
labor of every class us now. No
mun need he idle and neither nee:l
he tramp for & living. A person

who has a ruadimentary acquuin-

e s e e T
ANamning Up af the Phitippine
Campaign to bate.
¢ are in the Philippines us
restlt of mecting imperions aud
nunvoidable moral responsibilities
to purselves, o the natives, and
o the workd, vesulting from the
war with Spaing and we et
ent from them without shuwme, |
fdishomor, and disgrace (o us n
eat nution pund as o Christinn, |
|eivilizing people —without refer-
Lenee to materinl opportunities in
lthe Pacific and  the impending
fpossibility  that i woe shirk our
responsibilities  we will  forsake
our position n= o first-cliss power!
in the Pacitie and come trailing
along hehind Gireat Britain, Russia’
Gernmmny.,  There!
fnever was a time sinee May 1,
Pisus, when our naval or mlitary
| forces could bave abandoned Ma-
"pile, and Admirgl  Dewey  will
confirm this when he returns, ;
o The inediate oceasion of  the
present conflict can be Jogieally
attributed to the Filipinos and not
"to ourselves,  The fighting was
thegun und has heen earried on
"under the most wilverse conditions
Lof season and elinmte which  char-
'aeterize tropieal countries: The |
joutbreak camne at the end of the
coul sewson und at the beginning |
fof the excessively hot period. |
{ When this hot season was over it
was immedintely followed by the!
rainy month<, which are still run-
ling on and will not end until No-
vember, ’

Despite  these conditions
fAmerican  forees  have not met’
| with a single decisivereverse from
the beginning of the campmign up’
to the present writing, and have
everywhere and in all expeditions
fdriven the natives before them at
will. The Filipino urmy, pushed
[ from *spiller to post” has suffered
'epormons losses, is deprived of
'sources of fresh ammunition and
‘supplies from the outside world,
'is demoralized from an orgunized
army into  retreating  isoluted
bands, is foreed to brutal tacties
to keep the people in line and the
leaders from  deserting to  the
"Americans, depending  on  the
Hong Kooy junte to muanufacture
alleed  reports from  Aguinaldo
favorable to the Filipinos —which
are too often and to much believed
in Amerien—and eanvot  possibly
hold out as an integral foree after
the mins are over. :
o OQur forees now hold all the
most @nportant points in tae Phil-
Cippines. Area does not decide
I'the question of present streagth
and inlluence.  The hest nnd most
important seetion  of  Luzon is
Crapidly coming under our control,

[ready our sway, extende:d ad-
iverse  conditions, reaches  [rom
I Tmus iu the south to Angeles in
the vorth, o distance of nearly
seventy-tive miles, the very heart
of the island.  We not only lmve
*Manila, but Hoilo, Cebu, Bacolod,
Zambounga, and Jolo, the com-
mercial 2l ~trategical points of
the islunds.

"dupan,  and

the

Olling & Liailroud Track:

The experiment of making a
reilrod  dust-proof and  water-
proot i+ the use of crude oil - hax
been toied dorving the pust yvear
in the cast with awess. In the
west the Buctinzton is the first fo
adopt the improvement,  Ceenernl
Superistendent Calvert has had
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with n trade is especially fortunate port of the Wyoming division of
in the assurance of a po=ition and the Burlington treated with crude
the commion laborer can find a joh 0il, and the results there  have
without hunting long for it. There been so satisfactory that he is
is indeed work for all. ~making arrangements to continue
Mr. McCormack in referring the work elsewhere on the system.
to the condition of 1].ing..; in the Two cars were espeeially arranged
labor field says that the improve-'for spriukiing the track and the
ment has been wonderful in the road-hed with the oil.  Oil was
last few years, and the prospects sprinkled in the center of the track
are that it will be permanent wnd and on the out-ide of the reils, for
the workingmen will find steady ulont five feet,
employment. He can  most One application of the oil Keeps
assuredly if be will take advan- the track free from dust for about
tage of the situation and suppory ove yeer. The nuamber of hot-
the party now in power that boxes ou tuins is considerably
brought him this prosperity.— lessoned. and  the comfort of the!
South Bend Tribune. passengers i gereatly  inhaneed. |
“An additional advantage found in |
No officer of the United States (renting the track with oil i that
army has a clearer apprehension moisture will not then penctrate
of operations in the field, especial- through the viled outererust,  In-
ly against irregnlar forces, than stead, the water runs oil the track
(ien. Lawton. Hec has been ac- |iuto the ditchesat the side. Ve
tively engaged in the Philippines ctation ulong the track is destroy-!
lonz enongh to make n close esti-  od by thi useof oil, Y
mate of the work ubead. In u, e r————— [
letter to u friend he states that! Theodore Titon ix still living
the insurgents are disintegrating, in Paris,  where he s resided
and that peace is mot listant.  ever sinee the fameus trinl in
Since this letter was written, laat whicl he played so conspicuous a,
menth, the enemy nerth of Manila purt. e has never returmd to
has boen driven from anethor in-  these whorves,  An Ameriean “j"’i
trenched position, with coasider- wetl him in Paris, sl sprivg, |
able loss and the discouragement 'states that he is in o .~~pi1-il'.~t,!r
that attends such a reverss. It and thal, in response o gues-;
hus bocome dificult for the Tagal tion, he suid he spent his time |
troops to find supplies, and their between Paris and Lowdon,  That|
ttock of ammunition must be he retuins hix gift of sparkling!
precartous, Thaeir main force has, repartec, is shown by o remirk be!
been stationed on the only rail-; made to this American, 1 neked |
road in the island, hecause sub-{Tilton, ™ said he, *when it s R

A MOST UNINIGHTHOUS VER-
DIE.

Al Renues Satursday Hhe court-
nuertiad sitting in judgment upon
a rehearing of clnrges  against
Captain Alfred Dieyfus reconviet-
ed him of furnishing (o Germany |
secretl inforostion of the Freoch
army and sentenced him o ten
vedrs' confinemcent, :

Tu say that the verdiet was a
shock to public sentiment, com-;
prehending all nations, is possihly
putting it most mildly.  To the
American understandiog it is e
yound comprehension in the enorm-
ity of its savagery. As the finale
of a trial that in its every ferlure
has presented a hase travesty !
upon justice, it is fitting, us the
very essence of miliary wendaci- |
ty exemplilied in the custere rule
of armed cormorants in this wis-
called Republic of France. ’

By this verdiet, the Generals !
of France, sitting as a eourt, but,
i reality, aeting as advoeates of
themeselves and their corrnpt mili- |
tary system, have placed upon
the French Nation a atiema hefore
all civilized people that ouly the
must summary repudigtion of that
nution, acting with promptitude’
and decision, in proceedings of
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